Our pupils returned refreshed after a good break. Our first
challenge was to support our Year 11 pupils once their
mock results had been released. The picture is encouraging
as a whole and tutors will now be working with their tutees
to develop plans for revision. I am sure that our pupils will
take up the challenge.
There have been Performance Reviews (PRs)
for a number of year groups recently and we are gradually
getting used to the new terminology of Excellent / Confident / Developing / Approaching. I know that Mrs Arnold
has sent emails to explain it all and that tutors have explained it to the children. There is also a section on our web
site in ‘Main School/Reporting’. Your children may also start
talking about being on/in or going through a ‘Gateway’.
This is a new system as a response to whether or not pupils
are above/below or on their targets. It runs from Gateway
4; which is very good: to Gateway 1; which is a little more
worrying, needing more intervention/support. You should
receive emails about this as we work our way through the
PR process and it should then all become clearer to you.
You will be pleased to know that our tuck shop
continues to be successful. We are supporting the RNLI this
half term and Mr David has reported that we are well on
our way to raising yet another £1000 this half term. At least
we are consistent. We will shortly be asking pupils who they
would like to support next; I have already made my suggestion but we will see.
Our House Council and House Captains are
starting to plan how they will support a charity week being
organised by the School Council. It seems to have a focus
on Sports and they have decided to support Orphans in
need. Further information will emerge as plans are formalised.
Finally. We have been trying to encourage our pupils to not
just focus on set homework but also some extended learning. They have already been advised by teachers to use
any spare time to review and revise class work. We have
found that pupils tend not take up this opportunity. We are
trialling a new system where pupils are encouraged to
keep any extra work in a folder so that they can show parents when picked up at holidays or weekends. We have
also devised some extra work packs focussed on key subjects so that they can extend their learning. It would be
great if you could consider rewarding your children if there
is indeed evidence in their folder of extended work. I guess
that you can think of something appropriate to your child.
Dr C. Jones
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For a while now I have had a
black cat called KitKat just
one day out of the blue my
dad and mum showed
up
with
a
cat,
I
was skeptical like always.
Another animal in the
house! Before we got the cat
we had to get rid of the dogs
because we could not spend
time with them and make
them feel happy so we gave
them away so they could be
with new owners who had
the time and chance to
make them happy. Anyway
back to KitKat she IS a black
cat , she eats whiskers brand
food and kitten milk. She is a
nice cat but takes mine and
my brothers room as a lay
spot because the window
and radiator. She likes to be
alone and sit on peoples laps
and hates my sisters because
they constantly pick her up
when she does not want to
be picked up. That concludes
my review on my cat!
By Cody, Year 8

HP Report
Christmas seems like a distant memory after these
hectic three weeks. We have been on first sitting
which has resulted in many tired faces at 7am during the week and tired students over the weekend.
We will be fourth sitting on our return so it should be
slightly easier, and days will be getting longer as
well as we head towards Spring.
The first weekend back was a chilled one after the
shock of returning to school and the early starts!
We had a film night with popcorn and ice-cream
sundaes on Saturday evening and then made pizzas in refectory on Sunday.
Students had a tricky decision to make last Saturday evening: Jurassic World with ice-cream sundaes or representing Fry in a ‘Fravell’ Ninja Warrior
in the gym! Some students rose to the challenge
and headed over to the gym to take part in Mr
Jones’ creation of Ninja Warrior. They returned full
of excitement and enthusiasm and our very own
Keisha saw off all the competition of much older
students to claim a Fry victory – well done! A big
thank you to Mr Jones for organising this event and
we hope to collaborate more often in the future.
We then enjoyed a House trip to McDonald’s on
Sunday, which was a highlight for all but especially
for our year 11 students as a reward (/
commiseration for a small number!) after their
mock results the week before.
It is a pleasure to see new students fit in so well to
our Fry Family and we are very much looking forward to a good balance of work and play in the
lead up to half term after Exeat.
Just to mention a few dates for the diary; On 14th
February there will be a non-uniform day in which
students will need to wear red. Though still a way
away, we would also like to make you aware that
we will be hosting an afternoon tea on Mothers
Day (31st March) in Fry Hall, watch out for further
details and your invitations!
Happy Exeat!

AHOH REPORT
Friday night activities in House have continued to be varied and great fun; it is great to see so
many of our students getting involved. This term we booked the sports hall and had a mixture
of basketball, dodgeball and bench-ball all happening. Then last week we got out the Giant
Twister, which turned out to be very competitive, especially among the Year 9 boys! Everyone
expected our In-House gymnast, Leda to win the Year 7 competition but she was eventually
pipped by Saffron. I am looking for a couple of students to set up a committee to help come
up with even more fun ideas and help to set things up on the night.
I continue to be impressed with the level of maturity that our Year 9s are showing
and their behaviour around the College has been very good overall. Their progress reports are
coming out next week after they have sat a mid-year exam in most subjects, so I will be spending some time looking at the academic progress they have made and our House team will
then intervene where necessary.
Mr O’Brien

School Skirts
From September 2019 all girls need to be wearing the
new college school skirt. With this change on the horizon,
we have noticed that some girls (year 8-11) are wearing
skirts that are ill-fitting as a tactic to delay this inevitable
change. Those deemed to be wearing an ill-fitting skirt
will receive sanctions and will be encouraged to purchase the new school skirt as soon as possible. This skirt
was chosen by the students and is now available at Birds
of Dereham https://www.birdsofdereham.com/shop/
product/pleated-skirt-wymondham-college-28775/
The
skirts are available from £21 and should be bought to sit
on the knee. Those families in receipt of Pupil Premium
can use their allowance to purchase uniform from Birds –
they will need to contact Mrs Becky Arnold arnoldbe.staff@wymondhamcollege.org in the first instance.

Genius Hour
I was thrilled to see the marvellous creations of Y7 students for their
Genius Hour project. Maisy F claimed the ultimate Leonardo Da
Vinci prize for her spectacular display and Tabby T won the Social
Science award for her Cheerleading project – well done girls! Joanna demonstrated her wonderful artwork and Noam and Bobby
explained how rockets work. Audrey, Beth and Tia baked wonderful cakes and biscuits, raising £28 for the chosen Fry charity, RNLI
Lifeboats, and Leda and Tendayi offered a taste of Spain with
churros, tortilla y chorizo for all to try—muy bien, chicas!
The next year 7 Genius Hour launches on 25th February and will require students to solve a problem through their project. Please do
have a chat at home to stir interest and get their ideas flowing!
Mrs Padreddii

“My Life as a Young Gymnast”
As a gymnast, I train five days a week, 4-5 hours a day, so roughly 22
hours per week. I think the hardest part of training this much is the fact
that I miss out on so many things that other children get to do such as
birthday parties, afterschool activities, residential trips, etc. Even
though I miss out on some of the stuff normal kids get to do, I do enjoy
being a gymnast especially when I have competition and I get to go
to different places. The part I enjoy most about being a gymnast is
getting to meet so many new people and getting lots of new skills in
the gym. My biggest inspirations are the older girls in the gym because
they train with me every day and we’re together almost every afternoon so we can watch each other progress and cheer each other on.
Leda Rehus, Year 7
As a house we would like to extend a huge congratulations to Leda
who has been selected for our regional gymnast squad and is due
to attend the England Championships in March. Well done Leda!
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