FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2020

FRY FOCUS
October Half Term
We have had a very busy 3 weeks and that is totally normal in boarding! Students will be
looking forward to a well-deserved rest but I'm sure will come back recharged and ready for the
run up to Christmas!
I have loved being back at school since the return and although there is an element of
difference to what we can usually offer as a school. Walking into a boarding house and seeing
180 children socialising, playing football, playing table tennis, gaming or whatever their interests
is one of the best things for me to see. All the niceties and frills can wait for me, I just want
education functioning as consistently and as well as it can for a group of individuals who have
lost a long period of time away from studies and friends.
A few Fridays ago Mr O’Brien was unable to work and I loved hosting Family Fortunes for the
students. All of the boarders took part and it was really nice for me to do something fun with
the children rather than the more mundane day-to-day stuff. Don’t tell the children but the
scores for all of the answers were made up! A lot of our students have now been here for 8
weeks and may even be here for longer due to travel bridges, so they've enjoyed keeping busy
with a whole range of fun activities.
Mr and Mrs Padreddii have run some fun weekends for the students including mass Just Dance
dance alongs, a Halloween party and lots of baking and food things to do. I am very grateful to
have the most loyal Deputy Heads of House I could wish for and I have loved working with
them.
I hope you all enjoy your half term and have some much needed rest and catch up with your
children. I am very much looking forward to spending time with mine and will 100% be ready to
come back to work for a break after two weeks with them! Take care, be well and stay safe.
Mr Robyn Jones (Head of House Year 7)

BOARDING BUCKS
NOTE TO PARENTS:
Students must have their own
individual water bottle with them
during the day. Please ensure that your
child returns with one after half term.
Wymondham College is a nut free
campus. Please ensure that you are not
giving your child tuck with nuts in,
especially as other boarders have
allergies.
A small battery alarm clock is a good
idea for students waking up early for
morning clubs next term. Plus, it gives
them some indpendence!

As well as the Dorm Competition, which is now in full swing,
Fry has also re-started the Boarding Buck Challenge, in which our
Boarders and Day Plus students earn Bucks by exceeding expectations.
They can earn $1 for a random act of helpfulness/ kindness, $2 for
something really helpful and out of the ordinary, and $3 to be given –
much to my disappointment – by the Leadership team. The more bucks
the student earns the better the reward! With prizes including High Tea
with Mr Later, a Mini Disco with Miss Nash, and a Pamper Night with my
good self, among others.
I personally can’t wait to see what rewards our Boarders and
Day Plus choose to spend their hard-earned Boarding Bucks on after halfterm!
Miss Frosdick

FIRST TERM IN FRY

It has been a pleasure to see students settle well the latter part of the first half term. Friendships have blossomed and our year 7s
have really found their feet as students of Wymondham College.
House Council is taking shape with over 30 members divided into several committees: Sustainability; Equality
& Diversity; Wellbeing; Food; Finance; Wymondham Life; Marketing. House Captains from the five main school Houses lead each of
these committees and meet every Friday during tutor time. Students are taking their roles seriously and scheduling separate
meetings within their own committees and in their House groups. It’s impressive to see such maturity and responsibility, and we
look forward to seeing this flourish throughout their school careers.
Boarders are now sharing dorms with their friends which has had a positive impact on the atmosphere upstairs. There is still room
for improvement with the dorm competition however, so please bring back any adornments to help personalise and organise your
pods/dorms.
Our boarders have enjoyed active evenings and weekends despite the dismal weather. We’ve been over to the Sports
Hall and Astroturf plenty of times and Dodgeball is a firm favourite! The pool table is still being used lots and we plan to start a
league after the holidays. Sunday mornings now see the introduction of Dancercise at 8am. We've also set up an early morning
running club for students and we've been really pleased with the enthusiasm with 18 students signing up to run before breakfast.
Last Sunday, we did a Zumba workout together to get our heart rates up, and several students also enjoyed going for a run around
site and walking Pip the dog!
Our FRY-tening Halloween disco was a roaring success! Some students enjoyed getting creative with their outfits and make-up and
others got into the party spirit in disco dress. Although their choice of music was questionable, it was delightful to see the students
getting their dancing shoes on and pull out some sensational dance moves!
We wish you all a wonderful half term break with your children and we look forward to welcoming them all back after the holidays.
Mr and Mrs Padreddii

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

HALLOWEEN FUN!

October is black history month. To celebrate the black
community's achievements and contributions I have put
together a display for the year 7s, highlighting some key figures from our best professional tennis player Serena Williams, to First
Lady and lawyer Michelle Obama, to some more historical
figures like Dido Elizabeth Belle, whose mother was from the
West Indies.
Her father was a Naval
captain from a respected
family. She was a heiress
and a member of the
aristocracy in the 1700s.
We've had a Black History
Month assembly in Year 7,
as well as school wide
programmes. It's been good
to see!

DIDO ELIZABETH BELLE

Miss Nash

SUNDAY FUNDAY
The first Sunday back after exeat would usually see the
first Big Weekender of the school year, however thanks to a certain “C”
word this was sadly not the case. So, rather than running through fields
and jumping into a pit of muddy water at The Playground or learning a
thing or two about the perilous past at The London Dungeons our
boarders have instead enjoyed a range of activities slightly closer to
home.
The majority of our students spent the first Sunday back
baking, and then later decorating, some rather delicious cupcakes. A
special mention has to go to Amber who chose to use her break (a
KitKat rather than crisps) to decorate her cupcakes; giving them just
that little something extra.
Last Sunday was slightly a more seasonal affair, with
students getting into the Halloween spirit by carving pumpkins –
although I’d like to reassure parents that rather than using knives the
students instead used pushpins. There were many Spooktacular
designs, including Maddie and Imogen’s ingenious silhouette of a cat.
After half-term I am hoping to continue this theme of
alternating baking with craft-ernoons (mainly to stop myself from eating
all
the exciting treats that our students cook up!)
Miss Frosdick

HAPPY HALF TERM FROM MISS NASH...
It’s been a whirlwind first half term for me at Wymondham and
I'm sure our year 7s feel the same way! I’ve been so pleased to
watch all our year 7s fully settle in and come into their own
these last few weeks. I’ve enjoyed seeing what they’re studying
in prep and helping out with a question or two!
No doubt it is still a very odd time to be in education but I’m so
impressed with the way the year 7s haven’t let it phase them.
Everyone’s resilience is to be applauded.

... AND MR LARTER
As we come to the end of the first half term I can safely say that
it's been a pleasent six weeks. Since returning from exeat, groups
of children have demanded that we play Just Dance. We often
end up with a few dozen of them dancing their hearts away. Just
Dance has become a staple of our weekend activities.

Thanks to everyone – the children and my colleagues in Fry for making me feel so welcome this first half-term. I hope
everyone enjoys the October break!
Miss Nash

However, as the season progresses and the wet weather drives
us inside we've been enjoying games like giant Jenga and chess.
Nevertheless, when the rain has eased up a brave group of girls
go out and play netball. I coach them every Wednesday and so
far it has been a resounding success, with enough players to fill a
full team.
More recently we had a Halloween themed party, the children
had the opportunity to play spooky themed games such as
doughnut fishing and to my surprise some children knew the old
game of charades and we had a fun filled few hours of these. I
hope you all enjoy your half term and I'm looking forward to
seeing you in two weeks. Take care.
Mr Larter

JUST DANCE

PET'S CORNER
When I moved out of my parents’ home five years ago, they, obviously devastated, decided to replace me with two tabby
cats. My sister named her cat Leia, after the Princess in Star Wars, whilst I named my cat Nala, after the lioness in The Lion
King; so, I guess you could say both my cats are Disney Princesses!
Nala and Leia are pretty clumsy; a few years ago, Leia broke her leg by falling out of a window (and I thought cats were
always supposed to land on their feet!). Not to be out down her sister Nala has one leg that’s
shorter than the others as she broke it when she was a kitten and it never healed properly.
But despite their clumsiness Nala and Leia make the purr-fect pets! They
love being stroked and cuddled, especially by Mama Frosdick, and in the
evenings they curl up with her in her arm chair. Leia takes the spot behind
her head, while Nala settles for her lap.
I miss Nala and Leia a lot when I am working in Fry as they are both pretty
paw-some, although they do have a little bit of a cat-titude.
(Ok, ok I’ll stop now).
From Nala, Leia and myself have a Spook-tacular Halloween!
Miss Frosdick

Wishing you a safe
and happy half term.
Team Fry

