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21 January 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We place an extremely high value on the importance of strong literacy skills for all our 
students. Reading, writing, and communication skills are crucial in ensuring success 
in all curriculum areas, but also in our students’ lives beyond Wymondham College. 
For this reason, we have formulated a whole school approach in which all staff will 
help to develop your child’s literacy. 
 
The English department will, as you would expect, teach literacy intrinsically but every 
teacher, of every subject, develops and improves the quality of literacy by modelling 
good practice and providing opportunities for students to practise reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening in planned and focused ways. 
 
‘Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body’ 
 
At Wymondham College we have always wanted our students to see themselves as 
‘readers’, that is individuals who independently choose to read and feel confident in 
identifying themselves as someone who reads. Daniel Willingham pinpoints four 
attributes of successful readers: 
 

• Having a positive emotional attitude to reading. 
• Believing that reading is worthwhile and that they will succeed at reading. 
• Choosing to read: being in an environment that facilitates reading. 
• Seeing themselves as a reader. 

 
We support these four attributes in a number of ways, whether it be through our 
English department’s Reading Programmes, subject libraries and magazines or our 
takeaway readings as part of our Floreat programme – ‘Reading life’ is embedded at 
Wymondham College. To encourage this further we will be introducing a Drop 
Everything and Read programme. At various points through the school week, all staff 
and students will have time to shift their focus from their regular curriculum work to 
reading for pleasure. We will support your child in making sure that they have access 
to age-appropriate, inclusive and diverse reading materials, both through the library 
service and the Book Club which will run as part of our tutor programme. In addition, 
your children will continue to have access to their House’s Reading Corner and the 
PSA Hubs will soon be opening a second-hand bookshop. 
 
At the College, we know that we are at our strongest when we work alongside our 
parents, and we would therefore really value your support. This might be through 
hearing your child read or encouraging them to read with a younger sibling; it might be 
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that you establish a ‘no screens’ time of the day where your child has time to read, or 
that you find time to browse a local bookshop with them.  Most of all though, as your 
child’s first and most important role models, it would be great if they could see and 
hear how much you value reading. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs A Dunne 
Member of Senior Leadership Team 
 


