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Welcome from the Headteacher
Welcome to the last edition of ‘The Lion’ of 2018. As always, the year
has flown by. At the time of writing; the Sixth Form enjoyed their Formal
last night and Main School students are looking forward to theirs on
Wednesday. I must say a huge ‘thank you’ to the students in the JCR
and their Chair; Oscar Housego for organising such a wonderful event.
(Picture of set up on right)
We all enjoyed our annual
‘Nine Lessons and Carols’
on Sunday evening; it is this
event that for many of us
define the start of the
Christmas period. A huge thank you to all the musicians,
readers and of course Rev Jones and Mr Day. We raised
£208.82 for ‘Walking with the Wounded’.
I have avoided making political statements throughout
my career and do not wish for that to change now;
however, I recognise that it is a time, nationally, of great change and uncertainty. Many of our
students want to discuss issues such as Brexit and the funding of our public services. Indeed, we
encourage our students to be informed and independent thinkers, something that we develop
through our clubs, societies, speaker programme and annual lectures. Nevertheless, the education
that we provide our students remains a constant in their lives and I am proud to lead an institution
that not only encourages debate but also prepares our young people for their place in an everchanging world built on understanding, positivity and passion for learning.
Finally, can I remind parents that for September 2019 only the new College skirt should be worn.
The old style skirt is no longer available from Birds of Dereham.
I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year.
Best wishes

Mr Dan Browning – Headteacher

@mrdbrowning
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Year 8 Options Evening – Tuesday 29 January 2019, 18:00 – 20:00
This year we will be running a GCSE Options Evening for students and their parents.
The purpose of the event is to find out about the options process and our GCSE curriculum. All
subjects will be represented so you will have the opportunity to explore all the courses your son or
daughter will be taking.
There will be a short presentation that you are welcome to attend at either 18:00 or 19:45 in the
Chapel.
Subjects will be in their teaching areas so students can see the facilities on offer and example work.
We would ask all families to register at the Chapel on arrival to sign in and pick up both a map and
guide to the evening.
If boarding parents are unable to attend, students will be allowed to attend accompanied by a sibling
or older student.
Mrs Becky Arnold – Deputy Headteacher (Achievement and Progress)

Drama Department Winter Gala – in aid of Norwich Soup Movement
On
Thursday
6
December the Drama
Department came alive
with the sound of festive
songs,
performances,
poetry
reading
and
physical
theatre.
Students from Years 7-13
worked together to create
an
evening
of
entertainment with the
goal of raising much
needed funds for the
Norwich Soup Movement
which aims to provide hot meals and other supplies to homeless people in Norwich. Cakes were
baked, raffle prizes were donated and an audience were invited. The result was a truly wonderful
show that raised over £140 and ignited a bit of Christmas spirit to boot.
Mr Richards, the Bursar, said "It was a delight to attend the performance ... The students had put a
lot of effort into the production and their improvisation skills impressed me immensely"
The Drama Department would like to thank all the staff and students involved, all the audience that
attended and anyone who kindly donated raffle prizes.Keep up the great work!
Mrs L Bryce – Head of Drama
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Yule Log baking workshop 2018
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be a student at Wymondham College in 2018?
On the afternoon of Saturday 8 December some parents and carers found out just that. They
participated in a Food Technology 'lesson'! A letter to register interest for a Festive Yule Log
class/workshop went out to the parents/carers of the pupils in Year 7 X side rotation and the
response was overwhelming. The food department accepted the first 12 replies. You can see from
the pictures how well everyone did. Mrs Minnis’ personal favourite yule log was made by a
grandfather who happened to be a retired plasterer... he showed hidden talents with his butter icing
application! Head chef award to Graham, Jay's grandfather.
This was a bit of fun at the end of a long term. Merry Christmas and happy 2019.
P.S Eat the sprouts – they are high in vitamins C, A and K and minerals folate, magnesium and
phosphorus as well as dietary fibre.
Food Technology Department
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Year 7 Genius Hour
Year 7 Genius Hour fair will be taking place
on Saturday 19 January in the Sports Hall
from 11:00. All Year 7 parents are invited to
attend. The fair is an opportunity for the
students to show off the fantastic work they
have been doing on their Genius Hour
projects. This year we have a range of topics
being covered including Photography,
Muscular Dystrophy, The evolution of
Football Boots, Space exploration and many
many more.
Miss K Constable

IRIS Connect
Building on teaching excellence through collaboration and sharing practice
We are delighted to be using ‘IRIS Connect’, an innovation in teacher professional development,
which uses a secure video system to enable teachers to reflect and share their many examples of
excellence with our team of teaching staff across the school. Our aim is for all teachers to be as
good as the best, and through sharing our outstanding practice, teachers can reflect, amend and
trial new and creative teaching, learning and assessment techniques to ensure the very best
outcomes for all pupils.
The lessons captured by IRIS Connect are only accessible by the teacher that recorded them, or
within their network for specific professional development. The recordings take place in a normal
lesson and will not require any additional participation.
All we ask is that your children continue to work as hard as they always have done.
If you need any more information or if you have any questions regarding this project then please do
get in touch.
Mrs F Borrett – Head of English
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Chapel Green Christmas Party with Mr Dewhurst’s Tutor Group
Mr Dewhurst’s tutor group welcomed children from Chapel Green School to Wymondham College
for a Christmas Party on Friday 7 December. Our students organised the party and provided the
food and presents, along with some very kind donations from parents. Despite the weather doing its
best to put a dampener on things the party was a great success.
The children from Chapel Green were treated to some Christmas dancing, pass the parcel and some
party food. Amazingly, Father Christmas himself found time in his busy schedule to drop in and
deliver some presents too! Mr Dewhurst’s tutor group would like to thank the children from Chapel
Green school for being such fun and also thank those parents that made such generous donations.
Mr Dewhurst
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Lego Masters
Do you or does someone in
your house eat, sleep and
breathe the LEGO bricks?
Is the LEGO MASTERS build
room with over 1 million
bricks your idea of heaven?
The producers of the popular
Channel 4 series LEGO
MASTERS are looking for a
new bunch of imaginative
building pairs to take part in a
third series of the bold brickbuilding competition.
If you, a family member or a friend have the creativity, skill and imagination to be crowned Britain’s
best amateur building team then please email build@tuesdayschild.tv
Applicants must be aged 9+ by 3 February 2019 in order to take part.
Unfortunately, they won’t be able to answer all the requests individually. Your application will be
received by a member of Tuesday’s Child production company and they will contact you directly.
Tuesday’s Child will process your personal data in accordance with their privacy policy.

VLE Reminder
A reminder to parents/carers that Leave of
Absence forms can be found on the VLE. To login
to the VLE, type vle.wymondhamcollege.org into
your browser. The username is parentportal and
the password fifteen88. The form can be found in
the School Documents section on the home page:

Mrs M Lawson – Headteacher’s PA
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Wymondham College Futures

Apprenticeships Event
Our annual Apprenticeships Information Evening took place on 31 October, attracting around 100
students and parents from Years 10–13. The Library was abuzz with conversation as a range of
apprenticeship providers and employers offered advice and information, with AIM apprenticeships
providing the main talk as well as individual advice.
A Parent Pack has been released by National Apprenticeships Service which you may find of
interest. https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2018/10/Parent-Pack-October-2018.pdf
Year 11 Discover Careers
Year 11 Collapsed Curriculum ‘Discover Careers’ morning enabled students to attend four talks from
experts including healthcare, art and design, law, marketing, armed forces, property, engineering,
science, 3D modelling and the probation service, opening their eyes to a range of career
opportunities.
Careers Resources
All students in Years 7–11 should have been introduced to a helpful careers website during tutor
time this term. www.icanbea.org.uk offers a careers quiz to help students discover and explore
careers which might interest them. They can also research organisations and industries, and find
out about local vacancies and events through their My Feed page.
Careers events and trips
Skills for Energy – 25 students from Years 10 and 12 travelled to Great
Yarmouth to meet over 25 employers and find out about the many roles
and skills required in the energy sector, including oil, gas, wind and solar
power.
Women of the Future STEM event – 12 Year 10 girls took part in this
event at the John Innes Centre to learn about the many opportunities in
science, technology, engineering and maths.
Climate Change and Energy talk
Dr Mark Johnston, Group Ecology Expert with BP, met Year 12 students to talk about his work
with the global corporation and the key issues of energy transition, climate change and
biodiversity. He briefly touched on the many and varied roles within BP, from environmental
science, geology to logistics, marketing and finance. The company offers internships for A level
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students, as well as apprenticeships and graduate opportunities. More information can be found at
https://www.bp.com/en/global/bp-careers.html.
Aviva Inspiring Careers Day - 25 Year 12
students spent a day at Aviva head office in
Norwich learning about the host of career
opportunities available, from data science to
cybersecurity. They met a number of employees,
including a current apprentice and a global
graduate, and took part in four activities,
culminating in a mock interview session. For those
interested in finance, IT, business, it is worth
exploring apprenticeships and
Graduate opportunities.
https://careers.aviva.co.uk/routes-aviva/experienced/digital
Ms E Edwards – Careers Leader

Young Engineers
Young engineers are looking for funding and assistance to run a Formula 24 project to build and
race a kit car. https://www.greenpower.co.uk/
The IET Formula 24 challenge gives 11–16 year olds the opportunity to build and race a Greenpower
Kit Car or, using supplied motor and batteries only.
Alongside funding, we are looking for anyone with experience in motoring/bodywork/electronics who
would be able to inspire and assist students.
Please email Mr Meeson if you have an interest in this area.
Meesonjo.staff@wymondhamcollege.org
Mr J Meeson

Medication
There have been changes in how some medications are supplied. Some common medicines should
now be bought over the counter. Norfolk and Waveney NHS spent £5.7m on medications which
could have been bought over the counter at a fraction of the price.
The NHS does not support the prescribing of medication that is available to buy over the counter
from local pharmacies or supermarkets for minor self-limiting conditions. By caring for yourself you
help save valuable NHS time and resources which can be spent on life-saving treatments.
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We can all help save the NHS precious £££s, by not asking our GP for medicines which can be
bought over the counter.
The medications listed below are examples of medicines that should be purchased by the patient,
parent or guardian. This list is not exhaustive:





















Moisturising creams, gels, ointments and balms for dry skin with no diagnosis
Hay fever remedies e.g. antihistamines, nasal sprays (for mild symptoms)
Vitamins and supplements e.g. low dose vitamin D (less than treatment dose), I-Caps,
multivitamins
Lubricating eye drops and chloramphenicol eye drops and eye ointment (patients over 2
years)
Paracetamol and ibuprofen for short term use
Laxatives for short term use (less than 72 hours)
Head lice treatments
Threadworm tablets and ringworm treatments
Haemorrhoidal preparations e.g. Anusol
Antiperspirants
Cough and cold remedies
Medicated shampoos e.g. Alphosyl, Capasal (for dandruff and cradle cap)
Mouthwash e.g. Corsodyl
Indigestion remedies e.g. Gaviscon, Peptac
Cold sore medication
Infant colic medication
Nappy rash creams
Travel sickness medication
Warts and verruca treatment
Earwax drops

The College will continue to provide basic medication to boarding students eg. Paracetamol and
ibuprofen, and antihistamine or antacid for occasional use. However, if a student is known to require
regular antihistamine for hayfever or Vitamin D supplements for instance, parents/guardians are
requested to supply said medication. They will need to complete a Parental Request for Treatment
form for each medication (found on the VLE) and pass the form and medication to House Matron. If
the student is deemed capable to self-medicate the relevant assessments/paperwork will need to
be completed.
Please do not send in paracetamol or ibuprofen for occasional use as it could lead to possible
confusion eg a member of staff may offer medication not knowing the student had taken some of
their own. An exception to this will be if your child is unable to swallow tablets. We do not stock
paracetamol or ibuprofen linctus. If you wish your child to have these medicines please follow the
guidelines above for medication brought in from home.
Many thanks for your help with this.
Medical Centre
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Year 9 Shine Project

A group of Year 9 students have been working with Mrs Arnold over the past year on a project called
'Shine'.
The young men have worked superbly as a team and have developed a range of skills.
They have worked with Police Detectives on a CSI Day, Open Norwich trying a range of sports,
Arnold Keyes on organising an auction of parts of the College and at Easton College doing activities
from herding sheep to wiring car lights.
This term the boys have run workshops at various local primary schools - motivating, supporting
and leading groups to try new skills. They have been impressive in their commitment both to the
projects and in wanting to improve themselves.
Many thanks to them all and congratulations on completing the project.
Mrs R Arnold
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Dates for your Diaries
Date

Start Time

End Time

Event

14/12/2018

15:00

16:00

Late Duty: Kett Hall

15/12/2018 – 08/01/2019
08/01/2019

Christmas Holiday
15:30

16:30

Early Duty: Kett Hall

09/01/2019

First day of Spring Term (Week B)

09/01/2019 – 19/01/2019

Year 13 Mock Exams

13/01/2019

Big Weekender

18/01/2019

12:30

17:00

Sixth Form Scholarship
assessments

19/01/2019

09:00

12:00

Sixth Form Boarding interviews

23/01/2019

16:00

Year 11 EPR inc. mock results

30/01/2019

16:00

Year 9 & 10 Progress Review 2

25/01/2019

17:00

18:00

26/01/2019 – 27/01/2019

Late Duty: Peel Hall
Exeat

27/01/2019

18:00

19:00

Early Duty: Peel Hall

29/01/2019

18:00

20:00

Year 8 Options Evening
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Supporting the PSA
You can help support us via two popular schemes that we run they are our 200 Club Lottery and the
Easyfundraising Scheme:

200 Club Lottery
We currently have spaces available to join the 200 Club Lottery. The lottery has a monthly draw with
guaranteed cash prizes of £75 and £30, and a chance to win up to £2,000 and £1,000 in the
September Jackpot!* For £5 a month you are supporting the Wymondham College Bursary
Fund which assists students with the cost of educational trips which they otherwise wouldn’t be able
to afford, and educational projects such as buying new library computers as we did in 2016. *current
prize levels. To join email psa@wymondhamcollege.org.

Easy Fundraising
You can help raise money for free every time you shop online. Choose from over 3,000 retailers
including food shopping, clothes, books, music, films, insurance, holidays, flights, office supplies,
and many more items. Retailers will donate, at no cost to you, every time you buy. Visit
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wymondhamcollege to sign up.

Grants Awarded
We are delighted to have awarded the following grants this term: £195.27 for Kett to create a garden
in their courtyard. £300 to purchase a set of Graphic calculators for the Maths department. £2160
to SEND for Reader pens. £373.83 for Library Books to ensure all of the books will be readily
available for the reading challenge.

Committee Meeting
Our next meeting will be on the 19 January at 09:30, in the staff meeting room.
We are currently on the lookout for a Secretary to join us, if you think this could be you please send
us a message or an email psa@wymondhamcollege.org
We look forward to seeing you!

Winter Fayre
Our annual Winter Fayre was a resounding success raising over £3300 for the PSA, which can now
be used to fund future needs for all of the students at Wymondham College.
We have a provisional date of 9 November for our 2019 Winter Fayre. We are currently taking
bookings for stall holders so please contact us on our email to request a booking form.
The Winter Fayre now has its own Facebook Page - like the page to get all the updates & information
about this ever popular event. https://www.facebook.com/WinterFayre/.
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PSA Uniform, Sports Equipment & Toiletries Shop
The PSA Uniform Shop is open every Saturday in term time 11:30–12:30 - we stock new & secondhand uniform, sports equipment/footwear, mouth guards & toiletries plus tea towels in house colours
& PSA branded shopping bags.
We also have a changing room. Payment by cash/cheque. We are next to the Sports Hall. There is
a Mail Order Service for out of hours please email psa@wymondhamcollege.org
The PSA shop will be open on January 8 from 16:00-17:00 for returning boarders...Perhaps pop in
and grab a bargain in our January sale!
*** MOUTH GUARDS AND TIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE TO BUY AT MAIN RECEPTION ***

Bags for Schools Donations
Thank you to everyone who filled bags and returned them for ‘our bags to school’ fundraiser. We
managed to make an impressive £200!

Quiz Night
Next years’ quiz will be on Friday 1 March, more details will be published after Christmas, so keep
an eye on our Facebook page for more information.

Keep in Touch
To find out what the Wymondham College Parent Staff Association have been up to, for upcoming
or
recent
events,
and
how
our
funds
are
being
spent
follow
us
on www.facebook/WymondhamCollegePSA and Twitter @WYMONDHAMCOLPSA, or if
there’s anything you would like to raise send us an email psa@wymondhamcollege.org or come
along to a Committee meeting. Our Committee meeting Minutes are published on the Wymondham
College VLE.
Mrs Rachel Birtwell - Chair
www.facebook/WymondhamCollegePSA
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