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Welcome from the Headteacher
On 2 February we held a gala lunch in honour of Vicountess Knollys; long time
supporter of the College. Lady Knollys played a pivotal role in fighting to keep the
College open during the 1980s. You can read more in these pages about that
period of the College’s history in an article written by Mrs Diana Ralphs, daughterin-law of our founder, Sir Lincoln Ralphs.
I would like to congratulate the Kett Hall debating team on pipping the New Hall
team to the post in the inter-house debating final on Tuesday night. The passion
and commitment shown by all members of both teams was an inspiration.
Headteacher’s Council have been busy this term arranging charity events and I
would like to thank them all for their hard work and support.
The impact that our teachers have is evident in classrooms every day, but I am touched that students have
taken the time to nominate staff for a Teaching Awards. The following staff have been nominated so far:




Mr Brooks
Mr Campbell
Mrs Buckton

Mr McMorran, as a silver winner from last year has been asked by the Teaching Awards to be a national
judge for the coming year.
The Teaching Awards – ‘Thank a teacher’
We know an amazing teacher makes all the difference at school. A thank you card shows how much you
appreciate their hard work and dedication. Say “thank you” to an amazing teacher and we’ll send them a
lovely card through the post, with your personal message, for free. Anyone can send a card; students,
parents, grandparents and colleagues can all say thank you to a teacher, teaching assistant, or team. It can
be for anything – helping your child settle in, helping you though a difficult time, understanding something
tricky or just being supportive, kind or funny!
The online process only takes a few minutes to complete – click on the link to begin https://www.teachingawards.com/thankateachercard/
Let’s see how many teachers we can thank! Teachers nominated could go on to win a National Teaching
Award.
Wishing you a lovely half term break.
Floreat Sapientia
Best wishes

Mr Dan Browning – Headteacher

@mrdbrowning
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World Book Day – Thursday 7 March 2019
Students and staff can come to school dressed as their favourite story character; with prizes for the
best costume per year group (the only non-uniform permitted is fancy dress as a literary character).
There will also be a range of events taking place in the Library throughout the day including a book
sale. Pictures below are some of last year’s World Book Day costumes.
All students will receive a £1 book token which will be given out by their form tutor. The token can
be redeemed in all participating book shops. Students can exchange their book tokens for one of
the exclusive £1 World Book Day books, or use it to get £1 off any book over £2.99. To coincide
with World Book Day we have invited Kett’s Book shop to hold a book sale in the library. There will
be a wide selection of books for sale in the Library, throughout the day, including at break and
lunchtime. In addition to this, many English and Drama classes will be brought over by their teacher
during the day. Please remember to bring your book token and extra spending money with you.
Mrs Borrett, Headteachers Council & Librarians
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Girl’s Skirts
Many thanks to all those girls who are supporting the new
College skirt – it is lovely to see our uniform worn with pride by
our Year 10 and Year 11 students.
Mrs B Arnold – Deputy Headteacher

Spring Concert – Thursday 7 March 2019
The Spring Concert will take place on Thursday 7 March in the Music Centre at 19:00. There will be
a varied programme of music performed by many of our regular music clubs including Concert Band,
60th Anniversary Orchestra, Jazz Orchestra, Brass Group, Junior Jazz Band, Junior Choir, and
College Choir. The concert should run for about an hour with no interval. Please do come and
support our very talented musicians.
Tickets are £5.00 for adults and free for children. The tickets will be available from Mrs Towler in the
Library and Mr Day in the Music Department the week before the concert. Tickets will be available
on the door.
Mr A Day – Director of Music

Year 11 Revision
An email has been sent this week to all Year 11 students and their parents/carers giving advice and
support for February revision. All Year 11s should be aiming to complete 15 hours revision as a
minimum over the break.
In addition booking is now open for the GCSE Easter Revision Days – there are limited spaces each
day so please book early to avoid disappointment.
Mrs B Arnold – Deputy Headteacher
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Outstanding work in Food Technology
Outstanding second rotation Year 7 Food Technology
students - James (New), Rufus (Cavell) and Rocio
(Peel). These pupils spent an hour behind the scenes
of the refectory with our very own Mr Bales. After their
tour Mr Bales set them to work prepping the dinner and
then rewarded them with a special (sugary) treat. Lucy
Collingwood was also awarded the experience but
was unfortunately unwell. Lucy will join the students
that make best progress during the upcoming third
rotation. Thank you Mr Bales for giving your time and
expertise to make this a special reward.
Food Technology Department

What’s new in the Library?
To develop structured lunchtime and after school periods in the library, we will be introducing the
following activities:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Lunchtime

Board Games

Scrabble Club

Mindfullness
colouring and
music

Board Games

Puzzles &
Jigsaws

After School

Staff book
club (Monthly)

Student book
club (weekly)

As Sixth Form and Main School students approach revision, prior to exams the need intensifies for
the library to be a quiet study area and not a noisy social area. This being the case, the above
introductions have been made to allow the enjoyment of games in the library whilst still providing a
quiet study time.
Prep, reading, revision and study can be undertaken at any time in the library.
Students and staff are welcome and encouraged to attend all activities.
Librarians

Tel: 01953 609000 | Fax: 01953 603313 | Email: enquiries@wymondhamcollege.org |
Web: www.wymondhamcollege.org | Facebook: Wymondham College | Twitter: @wymondhamcol

Pride ● Passion ● Positivity

February Half Term Edition | Edition 17

Futures

Cambridge Lectures

Student Street Law Mock up

Ex Student Alby Lambert
speaking about his drive to succeed

Apprenticeships Information for Parents
If you are interested in apprenticeships and would like to find out more, see the link below for a
resource from Amazing Apprenticeships.
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-january-2019/

Can you help with our careers speed networking events?
We greatly value and appreciate the involvement of parents and business contacts whose support
make it possible to organise careers events for our students. The next events are:
Friday 1 March, 11:00 arrival, 11.25 – 12.30 Year 10 speed networking event – see below.
Participants can have a small stand in the Sports Hall, meeting students in small groups and talking
about their role, other opportunities within their organisation and the skills, qualities and
qualifications they look for.

Year 12 – date to be confirmed in June/July
If you are interested, please contact Ms Edwards, futures@wymondhamcollege.org
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Year 10 Get Set for Success – Friday 1 March
This is one of the main careers events in our College calendar. Students in Year 10 will be learning
about CVs, interview skills and meet a number of different employers and organisations.
Employability skills – students will work in small groups with a business mentor, considering their
own skills and qualities, learning about CV writing and interview technique, ending with a mock
interview.
Speed networking – students will spend period 3 meeting a wide range of employers in a speed
networking format. They will have the opportunity to find out about different career paths, skills and
qualifications.

Careers Encounters – we are hosting lunchtime careers talks for students across the whole school
Life in the Armed Forces – former student, Dan Chirodian, visited on Monday 11 February to talk
about his experiences training at Sandhurst and becoming a commissioned officer.
Ms E Edwards – Careers Advisor

Lincoln Lecture – Thursday 28 February 2019
The eleventh annual Lincoln Lecture will take place on Thursday 28 February 2019 at 19:00 in the
Lincoln Atrium. The theme this year is “The Anglo-American relationship in the age of Brexit” and
the lecture will be delivered by Professor Helen Thompson, Professor of Political Economy,
University of Cambridge. A Q & A session together with refreshment will follow the lecture.
All parents/carers interested are cordially invited. Dress code is lounge suits.
Please email secretary@wymondhamcollege.org to indicate your attendance.
Mrs Lawson – PA to the Headteacher
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Year 11 Prom
Year 11 Prom will be held at Dunston Hall on Thursday 20 June 2019. Letters to purchase tickets
have been emailed out to all students and parent/carers before half term.
Mr Summers

Vaccination Reminder
The vaccinations for the Human Papilloma Virus for Year 8 & 9 girls will take place at Wymondham
College on Wednesday 6th March 2019.
Parents of Year 8 girls have been emailed the information from the Community Immunisation team
who provide this service.
Within the letter is also advice on how to access the consent form portal to submit your consent
form.
The portal will close 20/02/19
If a student is absent on the day of the vaccinations a further attempt will be made to offer the
vaccine in a catch-up clinic.
For further HPV vaccine information or advice please contact the Immunisation team on 01603
779390 or 0300 555 5055 or email ccs.norfolk.immunisationteam@nhs.net
Medical Centre
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Lunch for Lady Knollys
On 2 February 2019 a special lunch
was held in Lincoln Hall by kind
permission of the Headteacher. This
was to honour the enormous
contribution to Wymondham College of
Viscountess Sheelin Knollys for over
nearly fifty years. In addition Lady
Knollys has given much time to public
service in many walks of life in the
County and beyond. Her interest in the
College dates from a time when she
and her husband sent their three sons there in the 70’s and 80’s. She became a parent governor,
subsequently being appointed as Visitor and then a Member of the Sapientia Education Trust.
Some College history. In 1984, as the County Council faced cuts in capital spending, the College
was under threat of closure just at the time when comprehensive reorganisation was being
completed. This prompted the parents to set up the Parents’ Action Group led by Lady Knollys to
counter this proposal. It attracted massive support from many quarters. A report setting out ways in
which the County could run the College more economically was presented. Eventually an agreement
was reached that the College would stay open if the parents could raise half of the £720,000 which
was estimated to meet the necessary short term funding. Clearly the County Council thought this
would be quite impossible. However, three years and a huge amount of fund-raising effort later,
about £400,000 (in today’s money over a £million) had been realised. The whole school took part in
a 15 mile sponsored walk along the Peddars Way. Kett Hall raised the most money and won the
Golden Boot Trophy. Other major donors, many enlisted by Lady Knollys, gave generously to save
the College adding to the huge effort made by parents, staff and students.
Celebrating the contribution of Lady Knollys were a group of distinguished individuals from the
College’s past and present, including two former Principals, a former Secretary of State for
Education, previous and current members of the Governing Body and the SET, a former Bursar and
Clerk to the Governors, teaching staff and others. It was a great pleasure to have both Lord and
Lady Knollys, their three sons and a grand-daughter as guests. A delicious lunch was served thanks
to Bob Bales and his staff. Speeches were made and a Waterford crystal vase and bouquet were
presented. Another memorable occasion in the annals of the College.
Mrs Diana Ralphs, Member, Sapientia Education Trust
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Substance misuse update
The issue of illegal drug use in the UK is rarely far from the headlines. Schools nationally have been
made increasingly aware of a growing concern about the recreational use of the prescription drug
Xanax, which has the brand name alprazolam, which is prescribed to treat anxiety. It has become a
popular recreational drug used illegally in the UK, and was the subject of a feature on the BBC
“Victoria Derbyshire” programme and The Sunday Times in an article titled “Generation Xanax”. The
BBC recently reported that over 200 deaths have occurred nationally due to this drug.
Some sections of the press have commented that ‘schools in the UK have a problem with illegal
drugs’. What is clear is that illegal drug use and ease of supply is a growing problem in society, of
which schools are a key part. We take our responsibility to ensure that children are safe in education
extremely seriously. We provide a comprehensive drug education programme including working
with a number of agencies, including the police and the Matthew Project (www.matthewproject.org)
to ensure that our students receive an up to date and relevant understanding of the impact of illegal
drug use. We also invited parents to attend an information briefing session on this topic (January
2019).
However, the stance that the College takes is clear; we do not condone illegal drug use in any form
and as such; the decisions to permanently exclude should never be a surprise to a student.
Our Behaviour code states:
‘Students must not possess or use any illegal drug. Any student who becomes involved with
illegal drugs in any capacity is liable to be permanently excluded from the College.’
Parents can find further information and advice on drugs and how they can support their children
from the following organisations, our Safeguarding team or via our regular Safeguarding
newsletters.





https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/drugs-alcohol/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/keeping-children-safe/child-criminalexploitation-and-county-lines
https://www.talktofrank.com/
SupportLine: 01708 765200, email info@supportline.org.uk
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Dates for your Diaries
Start
Time

End Time

17:00

18:00

18:00

19:00

01/03/19
02/03/19
06/03/19

19:30
11:00

12:00

06/03/19

08:30

12:30

19:00
18:00
17:00

20:30
18:00

18:00

19:00

Date
15/02/19
15/02/19
24/02/19
24/02/19

07/03/19
07/03/19
13/03/19
15/03/19
16/03/19
17/03/19

Event
Late Duty: Cavell Hall
Half Term
Early Duty: Cavell Hall
Return Week B (NB there was an error in
the last newsletter)
PSA Quiz and Chilli Night
Day Parents’/Carers’ Forum
Year 8 and Year 9 HPV vaccinations
Year 10 Trip to Norfolk Skills and Careers
Festival
World Book Day
Spring Concert
Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ Evening
Late Duty: Fry Hall
Exeat
Early Duty: Fry Hall
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Grants Awards
It has been a busy start to the year for the PSA. After some careful consideration, we have granted
funding for several pieces of equipment and projects.
The College will benefit from:
 A digital display for use in exams.
 Two instant cameras for the Tech Department.
 Some giant decals and chalk pens for the science department to enhance learning in the
classroom.
 Two banners to help advertise and encourage the genius hour project.
 Funding for the Arts Festival to book several exciting headline acts for the finale.

Chilli & Quiz night for Parents/Carers & Staff – 1 March 2019
Have you got what it takes to be the Wymondham College Parent Staff Association Quiz Champions
of 2019?
Get a team together, invite your family and friends - or we can assign you a team - for Friday 1
March. It’s always a fun-filled evening, and this year we have a new Headteacher round and Bob’s
homemade chilli supper. All profits go to purchasing Wymondham College equipment, supporting
educational projects and Wymondham Life Clubs.
Book now because it is always a sell-out evening. Please get in touch if you did not receive a booking
form. For more information please contact us via our email address found in the keep in touch
section.
We look forward to seeing you!

200 Club Lottery Winners
Congratulations to Katherine Wilman, who won £75 and Terry Hamond, £30 in our January draw
and Ann Richardson - £75 and Ruth Woodhead - £30 in our February draw.
Our 200 Club Lottery is limited to 200 places and has a monthly draw with guaranteed cash prizes of
£75 and £30 and a chance to win up to £2,000 and £1,000 in the September Jackpot! (current prize
levels). By joining our lottery for £5 a month you are supporting the Wymondham College Bursary Fund
which assists students with the cost of educational trips which they otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford
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and educational projects such as buying new library computers as we did in 2016. Help support us
by signing up to our lottery - email wymondhamcollegepsa@gmail.com

PSA Uniform, Sports Equipment & Toiletries Shop
The PSA Uniform Shop is open every Saturday in term time 11:30 – 12:30 - we stock new & secondhand uniform, sports equipment/footwear, mouth guards & toiletries plus tea towels in house colours
& PSA branded shopping bags.
We also have a changing room. Payment by cash/cheque. We are next to the Sports Hall. There is
also a Mail Order Service for out of hours please email psa@wymondhamcollege.org
Don’t miss the shop sale with 50% off shirts, trousers, tracksuit trousers, rugby shorts and jumpers.
*** MOUTH GUARDS AND TIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE TO BUY AT MAIN RECEPTION ***

Volunteering
Do you have an hour a year to help us?
We have a rota of volunteers who help with PSA social events, serving refreshments at College
events such as parents evenings, concerts (the Catering Team do all the baking and the washing
up!) and helping in the PSA Shop. Please email Ellen Leary PSA Secretary
psa@wymondhamcollege.org

Keep in Touch
To find out what the Wymondham College Parent Staff Association have been up to, for upcoming
or recent events, and how our funds are being spent follow us on Facebook
www.facebook/WymondhamCollegePSA and Twitter @WYMONDHAMCOLPSA, or if there’s
anything you would like to raise send us an email psa@wymondhamcollege.org or come along to a
committee meeting. Our Committee Meeting Minutes are published on the Wymondham College
VLE.
Mrs Katy Lavington Woods - Vice Chair and Publicity Officer Parent Staff Association
www.facebook/WymondhamCollegePSA
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