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Welcome from the Headteacher 

I am enormously pleased that the College community has continued 
to move back to pre-covid operations meaning trips and a huge range 
of activities have restarted. You can read about the recent History trip, 
Mock Bar Trials, World Class Schools Assessment Day and the many 
sporting fixtures within this edition of the Lion.

We are blessed at the College with a dedicated staff of over 400  
colleagues and due to the size of the operation here it is inevitable 
that from time to time we say goodbye to those who go on to pastures 
new or into retirement. After 14 years sterling service to the College, 

it is with much sadness that we say goodbye this week to Mrs Mary Lawson.  Mary has worked in 
many capacities across the College during her 14 years’ service but the last five years she has been 
my PA and a steadfast supporter of the College. She has never failed to go above and beyond to 
support me, our staff, students and parents.  On behalf of the whole College community, I wish her a 
long and happy retirement.  Mrs Trish Johnson, who currently works in the College Office team, will 
be taking over Mary’s duties and can be contacted at secretary@wymondhamcollege.org.

This year we celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and our week long celebrations will begin on 
Saturday 23 April.  Please see our full programme in this edition of the Lion.  I would also like to 
draw your attention to the competitions we are running and the link to these can be found on page 9. 

We are a large vibrant and forward-looking College and we do all we can to reach out and engage 
with our parents, whether that be through our PSA, Local Governing Body, Old Wymondhamians or 
the Forums that we run in person and via zoom.  I know that the Deputy Headteachers and myself 
have enjoyed meeting parents in the Day Parents’ Forum, Boarding Parents’ Forum and the “Virtual 
Coffee and Chat” that I conducted over recent weekends.  We have been delighted to welcome back 
parents to sporting fixtures, Year 8 Genius Hour and the Year 10 Art Exhibition.  We will shortly be 
sharing details of our very exciting Art and Diversity Fest to which parents will be invited.

I would like to wish you a happy and restful Easter break.

Mr Dan Browning – Headteacher    @mrdbrowning

https://twitter.com/mrdbrowning
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Wymondham College Prep School

It is so incredibly pleasing when an idea pays off. It is even more 
pleasing when the idea has come from a student. This has very 
much been the case this term with an initiative thought up by Sam 
Pickering who is a member of the HTC. Sam had written a proposal 
which was the end product of much discussion within the HTC. The 
proposal was for College students, both those in the HTC but also 
plenty from younger years, to come and assist with lunchtimes at 
The Prep. I met with Sam earlier in the term and we agreed logistics. 
Ever since, teams have been joining Prep pupils at lunchtime on 

a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. They have been sitting with them whilst they eat and chatting. 
They have then joined them outside and taught them new playground games or have simply chatted 
some more. The younger pupils have loved their company and staff have really 
appreciated extra supporting hands on deck. Sam and his team deserve special recognition for 
getting this excellent initiative off the ground and I am sure that it will now remain a fixture in terms of 
the way that we look to link The College and The Prep together.    

Mr J Timmins - Acting Headteacher
Wymondham College Prep School
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From the Vice Chair of Governors

After a challenging start to the term with the power cut and then more recently a small fire, it has 
been great to see a return to almost normal at the college. It is a testament again to the College 
students and staff how they dealt with these obstacles, working together to keep the College 
running.

I was delighted to be able to attend the year 10 Art Exhibition last week, the first time this event 
has been able to be held for 2 years. There was a huge amount of talented work on display, and 
it was a  real treat to be able to see it, and to meet students and staff in person.

The vibrancy around the College was alive when the Walking with the Wildlife challenge was 
happening, and for over £5,200 to be raised is an achievement to celebrate.

The Local Governing Board has met twice this term, as we do each term, along with several 
monitoring visits made. We also heard in detail how the curriculum was being delivered and how 
it will evolve going forwards. Listening to the Senior Leadership Team deliver with such passion 
and enthusiasm is very assuring and helps our engagement with them when reviewing teaching 
standards. 

Alex FitzGerald - Chair of Governors
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GCSE Exam Adjustments

A letter has recently been sent home to Year 11 parents outlining 
GCSE exam adjustments by exams boards together with a schedule 
of our Easter support programme.  A copy of this letter can be found 
on the Wymondham College website.

Farewell to Sarah Browning
 
The time has come for us to say a sad farewell to Sarah Browning 
who is leaving Wymondham College to move on to Wymondham Prep 
School.  

Sarah has done an amazing job of developing our SEND provision 
and leading the department over the past 2 ½ years. She has worked 
incredibly hard to bring the department to where it is now, and I know 
that both members of her department and I will miss her very much. 

I am sure you will all join me in wishing Sarah all the very best in 
her new role. In the words of John Milton “Tomorrow to fresh woods 
and pastures new” as after Easter, we will welcome Lucy Thomas as 
SENDCo at the College.

Mrs J Edmunds-Grezio - Deputy Headteacher
Achievement & Progress
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Hello from College Office 

The Easter break is upon us, and we hope the weather will be kind. Although the College is closed 
for the duration of the Easter break, the Reception will remain open Monday to Friday (apart from 
Good Friday and Easter Monday) between 08:30 and 09:00 for general enquiries.

Transport to and from Wymondham Station
We are providing transport to and from Wymondham train station for boarding students who have 
signed up with the College Office. Boarding students may return Wednesday 20 April from 16:30. 
We will provide transport from Wymondham Station at approximately 16:40 and 17:20. 

Below are train times for 20 April from London to Wymondham as a guide for booking tickets

Sixth Form Lunches and Sixth Form Transport
Please ensure lunch payments are made in advance, with at least one week of credit, at all times, to 
avoid any unnecessary discrepancies at the till point as the system does not allow negative funds. 

If your child uses Sixth Form Transport, please ensure payment is made in advance with for the half 
term or full term. If transport is no longer required, you must give notice to College Office. 

Contact Details
To ensure we have the correct information on the Schoolbase system, please advise us of any 
recent changes to your contact details such as telephone numbers, email addresses and next of kin/
guardian information. Formal changes should be notified in writing to the following email address:
reporting@wymondhamcollege.org We are unable to action requests from phone calls.



March 2022 - Issue 39 Pride       Passion     Positivity

College Contact Emails 

Main School Attendance: collegeoffice@wymondhamcollege.org 
Sixth Form Attendance: attendance6@wymondhamcollege.org
Sickness, dental/medical appointments, covid reporting, leave of absence requests

• collegeoffice@wymondhamcollege.org 
For general information, normal day to day College operations such as, absence reporting, general 
correspondence, Wisepay accounts, transport, bursaries, travel arrangements, pupil premium

• CISSteam@wymondhamcollege.org - IT Support for student email/access  
• admissions@wymondhamcollege.org - External relations, applications, and enquiries to join Wy-
mondham College as a day student, boarding student and to register for open days/events. 
• goingonline@wymondhamcollege.org - Schoolbase access for parents/carers
• enquiries@wymondhamcollege.org - for general questions about the College
• fees@se-trust.org - fees, payments/invoicing (student related enquiries only)
• AccountsDepartment@wymondhamcollege.org - supplier related enquiries or general student 
accounts
• hr@sapientiaeducationtrust.org - for staff vacancies and personnel enquiries

Wishing you a Happy Easter 

Ms Flint and the College Office Team 

Dates for your diary
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World Book Day 2022
Staff and students enjoying World Book Day  
celebrations dressed in their favourite book 
character costume. The library is also hosted a 
readathon, book sale and reading café.
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History Department

Year 11 GCSE Historians had a fantastic study day 
at Burghley House – the home of Elizabeth I’s chief 
minister. This was to support their investigation into 
Burghley’s Almshouse in Stamford. 

There was a lecture on Burghley and Elizabethan 
England, a tour of the house and a skills session in 
the great hall. 
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Mock Bar Trials

Years 10, 12 and 13 attend Norwich Crown 
Court to compete in the Bar Mock Trial 
competition against other schools/colleges 
from Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex, with the 
support and guidance from Justice of the 
Peace Nigel Brown. Students took on the 
roles of barristers, court clerk, witnesses, 
defendant, usher and jury to present cases 
and argue against other schools in front of 
Judge Robinson and Judge Shaw. 

The students performed brilliantly and went 
on to win the competition. 

Well done to all involved.
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World Class Schools 
Assessment Centre 
2022

Six of our Year 10 World 
Class Schools Ambassadors 
went to Houlton School in 
Rugby to take part in this 
year’s Assessment Centre. In 
total, there were 175 students 
from 30 different primary and 
secondary schools taking 
part in the event.

On the day, our students had to work with pupils from another school on a joint project. There were 
given a brief from the ‘client’ i.e. Houlton School, which meant that this was a real-world challenge.

Our students were part of Team 10 - They worked together to create tree hangings and a sculpture to 
reflect the achievements of Neil Armstrong, after whom one of the school’s houses is named.

Each member of the team had a specific role to play, including Communications Officer, Research 
Analyst, Designer and Publications Director. The details of the project were released two weeks 
before the day at the Assessment Centre, so the students had a considerable amount of work to do 
before they even got there!

Overall, this was a fantastic opportunity for the students 
to evidence their world-class 
characteristics under the headings of Leaders, Learners, 
Community and Workplace.

Our students really enjoyed making new friends and 
working with Year 10 pupils from another school towards 
a common goal. They were excellent ambassadors for 
Wymondham College and they demonstrated our Core 
Values of Pride, Passion and Positivity throughout the 
whole project.
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Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

This year, Her Majesty the Queen became the first British monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee 
marking 70 years of service to the people of the United Kingdom and The Commonwealth. We will 
be marking this historic event with a programme of activities and competitions.

Please see below the full programme that commences on Saturday 23 April and concludes on 
Friday 29 April 2022.

As part of our celebrations, we invite students to create a design to be painted onto a 1m high stone 
lion, using only the colours red, white and blue. We also invite students to enter our Commonwealth 
quiz, the link to both of which can be found here.

Throughout the week, we will take every opportunity to focus on the British values of democracy, the 
rule of law, liberty and respect.

https://www.wymondhamcollege.org/2017/british-values
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The newsletter of the Wymondham College PE and Sports Department  
‘Inspiring a lifelong passion and interest in physical activity and sport’

Football

It has been a mixed end to the season for the 1st X1 football team. High scoring victories have been 
recorded over Gresham’s and Springwood but were unfortunate to lose 3-2 in the dying minutes of 
the County Cup semi final against East Norfolk Sixth Form college. 

The Year 11 football squad have had an excellent season. Over 30 boys have regularly attended 
training on Friday nights and played matches in the South Norfolk League, County Cup, and some 
Saturday friendlies. 

The A team have played 8 matches, scoring 36 goals, and only conceded 6. They unfortunately lost 
in the quarter finals of the County Cup on penalties to North Walsham, having beaten Acle 7-0 in the 
previous round. But they bounced back from this and were unbeaten in the South Norfolk League 
beating Neatherd, Iceni, Attleborough and Northgate and beat Gresham’s 8-0. They saved their best 
performance of the season for the South Norfolk League final, beating Fram Earl 6-2 with some stun-
ning goals scored.

The B team have played 2 matches, beating Langley 3-0, and drawing with Gresham’s 3-3.

Team spirit has been superb across both teams and players have gelled together as the season has 
progressed. Special mention should go to Malachi who in Year 9 was a striker but has played in goal 
this season, as we had no other keepers. Aaron and Moyo have been a lethal pair of strikers up front, 
backed up by David, Fin and Eme and the midfield duo of Cameron and Harvey have battled hard for 
possession. At the back Josh, Charlie, Matthew, and Paulo controlled and nullified attacks with a calm 
authority. 
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Year 11 Team B

Year 11 Team A 
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There was an impressive performance from the Year 10 boys football team in their 5-3 victory over 
Cliff Park in the 1/4 final of the County Cup. This was quickly followed by the semi final against Aylsh-
am in a very tight game the side lost narrowly and missed a place in the County final. 

In a block fixture against Kings Ely there were victories for year 7 (2-1), year 9a (4-0) and year 9b (7-0)
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The Year 8 side are pictured below following their emphatic victory over Downham Market in the 
semi-final of the County Plate competition.
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Netball

This Year there has been a busy netball season with lots of fixtures and excellent commitment to 
training from all Year groups. This was after last year ’s 
netball season unfortunately did not happen. 

The U19 netball squad have had a successful and 
enjoyable season with a substantial number 
showing interest in clubs and fixtures. The first made an 
excellent start to the season beating Attleborough 
convincingly before coming 2nd in the County 
Tournament and therefore qualifying for the Regionals. 

The Year 13’s and 12’s worked well together to produce a 
strong squad of players. The Regionals was a 
challenging but rewarding and fun experience travelling 
down to Hertfordshire to compete against schools from Essex, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Hertford-
shire, and Bedfordshire. Following this the Year 11’s, 12’s and 13’s worked together in training to 
create 1st, 2nd and 3rd teams for the rest of the season. 

The 1st’s recorded excellent wins against Norwich High, Langley, King’s Ely and Wisbech. The 2nd’s 
made up mostly of Year 11’s won against Langley and King’s Ely. Well done to the Year 11’s who also 
went on to win the South Norfolk League against Attleborough, Neatherd and Northgate. 

The 3rd team made up of a combination of Year 11’s and sixth formers won against Norwich High and 
Langley. The player of the season for the U19’s was Lailana Omogbehin-Davies, and the most 
improved player was Lucy Morgan. The player of the season for the U16’s was Amy Thompson, and 
the most improved player was Sophie VanGurp.
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The Year 10’s had a phenomenally successful season, with a particularly strong A team. At the begin-
ning of the season they won their area triangular tournament beating Hobart and Long Stratton. In an 
extremely competitive South Norfolk Final they came a close second to Thetford Grammar, on goal 
difference. They then achieved a commendable win against Norwich High 27-2. The B team recorded 
a good win against Norwich School 14-12, and the A’s beat Langley 22-12, with the B’s drawing 17 all. 
The A’s finished with a strong win against Wisbech 34-3. Player of the season was Amelia Warnes and 
most improved player was Shalom Oyinlade.

The Year 8’s had a productive first season of netball at the college, 
with 20 regularly turning up at training. 3 of their players joined the 
year 9’s for the Counties and / or Regionals; Milly Bredican, Cara 
Bredican and Ember Bunn, well done to them. The A’s achieved 
commendable wins against Norwich High, Langley and Wisbech 
and the B’s beat Langley and lost out narrowly to Norwich High. The 
A’s had a successful afternoon’s netball at Gresham’s in the County 
Tournament, winning 3 out of 4 of their group matches, just losing 
to Norwich High and the Norwich School in the quarter finals. In the 
final game of the season the A’s, B’s and Cs played Greshams in the 
sunshine. The Cs did well to win 7-3. The player of the season was 
Milly Stubbings and the most improved player was Olivia Beckett.
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The Year 7’s made a good start to their time at the College this netball season with up to 28 coming 
to training. The A’s won against Norwich High and Langley and did well to get to the semi- final of the 
County Tournament at Gresham’s. The Bs did well to Langley and had matches against Norwich High 
and Norwich School. Player of the season was Jamie Wells and most improved player was Isla 
Alexander-Sinclair.

Rugby 

There has been a full programme of County 7s Rugby played this term with many of our sides 
performing successfully. The Year 7 team were undefeated in their tournament recording victories 
over Langley, Norwich, and Springwood, scoring 22 tries and not conceding any.
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The Year 8 side were equally as successful in their tournament going undefeated all afternoon, 
beating Langley Prep, Norwich School, Langley School and Downham Market.

The Year 9b 15- a- side team have reached the final of the County Bowl following thrilling victories 
over CNS and Springwood in the semi-final 35-24.
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Cricket

The spring term saw the return of indoor cricket training for the girls culminating in the ECB Indoor 
Cricket Schools Competitions held at the Sportspark in Norwich. Both the under 13s and u15s 
qualified for their respective finals. 

It was a bit of a learning experience for the u13s as they had not played any matches beforehand, but 
they equipped themselves well and gained a lot from the day.

The under 15s, captained by Alice Brand, were undefeated in both their qualifying round and on finals 
day. Congratulations to the whole squad for some amazing cricket and for being crowned County 
champions. They will now represent Norfolk in the regional round of the competition to be held in 
Cambridge in May. 

We wish them good luck.

Under 15 County Champions (in blue)
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Basketball 
 
The Sixth Form Basketball team have had 2 fix-
tures this term and have enjoyed their training 
on Wednesday afternoons during Sixth Form 
games. They have played Notre Dame and 
Sprowston Academy, losing the first game but 
winning the second one by one point.

Keep up to date with all our fixtures and results on our Instagram page
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PSA Shop

Now that we‘ve expanded into bigger premises, we’ve been able 
to expand our stock & display everything much better; if you 
haven’t visited, please pop in! We’re open on Saturdays in term 
time 11.30-12.30 (except exeat) plus Tuesdays 3.15-4.30.

Anyone who can’t make it into the shop can email their requests 
to wymondhampsashop@gmail.com.

We stock items for boarders, such as toiletries, as well as uniform 
and equipment. We’re appealing for outfits for formal (dresses & 
suits), plus sixth form clothing (smart business wear for 
teenagers), which we’ll be selling second-hand.

We will soon be opening a bookshop selling second-hand books 
and will also accept your good quality donations of these.  

Donations can be left in the donation boxes in house, at reception 
or at the shop when open.

PSA Bids:
There have been two successful bids this term that the PSA has been able to support. The first 
successful bid was put forward by the exams department requesting funding for a portable large 
digital clock to enable them to better support the students when their exams take place in an area 
other than the sports hall. The application explained that many of the students cannot read an 
analogue clock and the existing clocks in the alternative rooms are small and difficult to read. The 
PSA was happy to facilitate the purchase of this equipment to benefit those students sitting exams 
both now and in the future. 

The second successful bid came from the Modern Foreign Languages department. They 
requested funding for an inclusive all school project to create a treasure hunt to promote awareness 
of all nationalities, and their location in the world, with small prizes for students to encourage 
participation. This is planned to link in with the European Day of Languages in September. 
The PSA liked the fact that the project would include art, modern foreign languages and geography.

Our thanks to the parents and carers and staff for their continued support of the PSA through the 
shop and our fundraising efforts as without this the funding of bids would not be possible. Any staff 
wishing to apply for a bid please email: wcpsabids@gmail.com for an application form or 
more information.
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EcoRacing Balloons! 

Buy your virtual balloon for £4, be both technical & creative in 
designing it 

Watch online as your balloon progresses (They use live 
weather data to track your balloon)

Buy your virtual balloon here: 
https://ecoracing.co/user/page/2157

Our thanks again to the parents and carers and staff for their 
continued support of the PSA  as without this the funding of 
bids would not be possible. Any staff wishing to apply for a 
bid please email: wcpsabids@gmail.com for an application 
form or more information.

PSA Email Wymondhamcollegepsa@gmail.com
Visit www.facebook/WymondhamCollegePSA
Follow us on Twitter @WymondhamColPSA

https://ecoracing.co/user/page/2157
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WWF Walk with the Wildlife

This year, our HTC revived our annual whole school walk by 
‘walking for the wildlife’ for the charity WWF. Our goal this 
time was to walk 10000 miles as a school which is the 
migration distance of leatherback turtles. 

The day started at 6:30 with boarders arriving early to start 
the course and had already completed 1000 miles before 
school had actually started! It was amazing to see all 
students participating and completing the goals that they 
had set out to achieve.

On the day, we were also delighted to be joined by Sophie 
Peckham, someone from the WWF team, who driven 3 
hours to our school to be here . She was delighted that we 
chose the WWF as the charity to support had this to say:

“I had a brilliant day visiting Wymondham College for the 
Walk for Wildlife. After the last two years and the fact that 
traditional fundraising events haven’t been able to take 
place, it was wonderful to see the whole school coming 
together to raise money for WWF. Everyone looked like they were enjoying themselves; whether 
they were walking 1 mile or challenging themselves to cover the distance of a marathon, everyone 
was having fun. It was inspiring to see the whole school together and the Headmaster’s Council 
should be really proud of the event they organised. They should also be proud of the fantastic 
amount of money they have raised for WWF.
 
The money raised will help WWF continue to work on projects that stop the destruction of nature 
and help it recover. WWF can continue to help create a world where people and nature thrive to-
gether.”
 
By the end of the day, we had collectively completed 10,282 miles and as of writing this, we have 
raised over £5200 in both cash and online donations, an amazing feat that our college community 
should be incredibly proud of.

While the event was exhausting to run, it has been hugely satisfying and enjoyable for students 
and staff alike. We hope that next year, the HTC will once again host another run and that it will be 
more spectacular and raise more money that we were able to this year.
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Wymondham Collge and Wymondham College Prep School

Over this term, one project the HTC has put into place 
has been our integration with the prep school. 
We have provided numerous main school students the 
opportunity to regularly visit the prep school, engaging 
the children in active play and life lessons as well as 
eating with them. Although this project is relatively new, 
from what we have seen it has been a great success 
that both prep and main school students have enjoyed.

One student has told us that ‘the pupils of the Prep 
School seemed really excited for us to go and see 
them. I really enjoyed the fact that we could go at lunchtimes and eat/ play with them.’ We believe that 
what we have created this term is only the foundations that will be expanded and built upon as time 
goes on as we further integrate our schools.

Charity Escape Room

This year we supported the mental health charity ‘Mind’ by holding a charity escape room at the college. 
With this, we were able to raise £200 while also providing a new, unique way of fundraising. Many teams 
tested their problem solving skills here but the quickest time went to none other than the maths  
department!
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HTC Celebrate Women’s History Month
The HTC share with us the women that have inspired and empowered them. 

Mary Jackson 
Mary Jackson was a mathematician and engineer born on April 9th, 1921 and 
died February 11th 2005 at the age of 83. During her trailblazing career, Mary 
had worked for NASA, becoming an aerospace engineer in 1958 and NASA’s 
first African American engineer. During her career, she authored / co-authored 
12 technical papers, providing a fundamental understanding of aerodynamics 
and how objects travelling at high speeds behave, with some of her work helping 
America win the moon race. By 1979, she had achieved the most senior engi-
neering title within the department and opened the doors for marginalized women 
to fulfil their goals in a male dominated field, often advising them how to study in 
order to qualify for promotions.
- Ross Lloyd

Ruth Bader Ginsburg
An influential woman in history that deserves our collective admiration and respect 
is Ruth Bader Ginsburg. What I admire about her is how she courageously stood 
her ground in the face of sexism, battling aggressions both micro and macro. When 
studying at Harvard Law School, she was one of just nine female students in a 
year group of 500 men and had to deal with numerous incidents of gender-based 
discrimination like being refused access to her school’s library and being asked 
by the dean to explain why she had enrolled at the university and taken a place 
from a man. She also did not get a job due to the prejudices of New York law firms. 
Instead of being deterred by the setbacks, she trailblazed a new path by leading 
herself to the highest court in America. In her appointment, she fought tirelessly to 
give a voice to the voiceless, protecting the marginalised with her rulings such as 
speaking up for women, racial minorities, and the LGBTQIA+ community. She is in-
domitable as she persevered when the world tried to isolate her from her greatness 
and went on to change the world for the better.
- Darwin Chan

Dr Claire Karekezi
During her childhood she faced a lot of turmoil including surviving the horrif-
ic Rwandan genocide. In 2018 Dr Karekezi became the first and only female 
neurosurgeon in Rwanda, blazing a bright path for women to succeed in a male 
dominated field.
- Efe Imoyin-Omene



March 2022 - Issue 39 Pride       Passion     Positivity

Chloe X Halle 
Celestial, ethereal, godly are all words I would use to describe the 
honey-soaked harmonies of this duo. Flaunting an avant- garde and genre 
blending sensibility, they have managed to conquer so many mediums and by 
sporting their diverse dreadlocks, have stayed true to their natural beauty. 
Hailing from Atlanta, Georgia, Chloe X Halle have been performing since they 
could walk, scoring minor and supporting roles in movies and TV productions 
such as Fighting Temptations (2003), Meet the Browns (2008) and Let it Shine 
(2012).  After years of posting their redefining covers on their YouTube chan-
nel, their rendition of Pretty Hurts gained the attention of Queen Bey herself. 
They were signed to her label Parkwood Entertainment and have released an 
Ep, Mixtape and two critically acclaimed album. As well as being nominated for 
Grammy’s, Billboard Awards, Image Awards, Bet Awards and producing and 
engineering songs for soundtracks, they star in Grown-ish as twin track stars 
on scholarship. Currently they are breaking new ground as revolutionary solo 
artists. Chloe is slated to release her debut solo album later this year as well 
as electrify the big and small screens in more roles while her younger sister is 
working on new music and is starring as Ariel in The Little Mermaid live action 
remake as well as Nettie in The Colour Purple. 
-Efe Imoyin-Omene 

Annie Lennox 
Annie Lennox become a music icon in the 1980s, striking outrage and up-
roar for breaking biases with her music video Sweet Dreams, where she lit 
the flames of controversy by wearing a men’s suit and cropped orange hair. 
Throughout her music career she played into androgyny and starred as 
both male and female characters in music videos. Presenting the idea that 
the female characters were just as nuanced and multi-dimensional as their 
male counterparts. Lennox has further provided significant contributions to 
charities around the world focusing on feminism, LGBT rights and AIDS. 
And in 2008 Lennox founded The Circle, an NGO focusing on women’s 
rights and gender equality across the world. They have worked with the 
UN and the Tanzanian government in ratifying international conventions on 
maternal health rights and women in journalism in the Arab regions. 

- Sam Pickering
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HTC Celebrate Women’s History Month
The HTC share with us the women that have inspired and empowered them. 

Christine De Pizan
During the middle ages freedom and autonomy for women were foreign 
concepts, with many of them not daring to dream beyond domesticity.  Christine 
De Pizan was married by 15 and a financially struggling widower by her mid 
20s.  To stay afloat- supporting herself, niece, mother and 3 children- she took 
to writing verses. They received positive reception and this success helped her 
become one of the first professional female writers in Europe.  In her most 
celebrated work, The Book of the City of Ladies, she addressed women’s 
causes and celebrated their accomplishments as equal to the accolades of their 
male counterparts. By changing the landscape of history, she gave so many 
women their rightful place in it and fearlessly trailblazed a path for pioneering 
women of her era and beyond to successfully navigate a patriarchal society.  
- Efe Imoyin-Omene 

Queen Nzinga of Ndongo and Matamba
Queen Nzinga of Ndongo and Matamba was a monarch of the Mbundu people. 
She also ruled a region which is in present day Angola. Apart from her impres-
sive prestige and standing within the society, she was also an instrumental 
warrior and was a key figure in the history of African resistance to colonialism. 
She fought against the Portuguese and the expanding slave trade in Central 
Africa, and she has been described as a skilful negotiator. Through her life this 
Queen (both in the literal and metaphorical sense), led her army against the 
Portuguese, letting no one treat or dismiss her as inferior. One of my 
favourite stories about her was how during meetings with European men she 
wasn’t offered a throne like they had, merely carpet. Instead of being 
discouraged, she would use one of her maids as a seat. This made it clear that 
despite anyone’s misconceptions about black women, she was on equal footing 
to any man she came face to face with.  

‘If they don’t give you a seat at the table, bring a folding chair.’- Shirley 
Chisholm (the 1st woman and black woman in American History to run for 
President) - Efe Imoyin-Omene 
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Calling all Golfers!

Are there any OWs out there who like a round of golf and a get together 
with the OWs ? Bob Rowell (bob.e.rowell@outlook.com) will be  
organising his annual Golf day and evening dinner at Dunston Hall just 
outside Norwich on Friday 1st July all OWs welcome.

For the Golfers there is a Trophy for not only the best but also for the 
lower end of the scale as well!
 
Its a fun day, the standard is very varied so if you only pick your clubs 

up once a year please think about coming (which many who take part do) and is rounded off in The 
evening with a dinner, last year in the clubhouse .

Full details from Bob at the above e mail address

It would be great to attract a few new faces to this event so please get in touch with Bob.

Henry Andrews also runs an Alumni facebook page which has new members adding all the time so 
please have a look and send an invite to join.

DO YOU HAVE A FEW SPARE MOMENTS TO HELP THE OWS?

We are always looking for Alumni to join our committee, its only three meetings per year on a 
Saturday and we would welcome some fresh faces!
We are also looking for help in curating the history of The College, running the web site, writing 
articles for magazines, the Lion and just generally getting in touch with reminiscences of your time at 
The College be it as a pupil, a teacher or a member of staff, you are all welcome as OWs ! Please do 
get in touch my e mail is as below.

If you would like to donate material for our Heritage Centre or any other OW matter please do not 
hesitate to e mail me on johncmewse@gmail.com. And don’t forget to like our Facebook page.

Lastly I would like to extend my thanks to Mary Lawson who is retiring this term.
Mary has been our link with the College for all my time being involved with The OWs.
Thank you Mary for booking the rooms, ordering the lunches, chasing me every time for deadlines, 
its been a real pleasure to get to know you a little and thank you for all your hard work and dedica-
tion, you have been a friend to The Ows and myself and wish you a very happy retirement.
Of course having worked at The College Mary becomes an Old Wymondhamian as do all staff and 
past pupils so you never quite leave! Thank you Mary.

My very Best wishes

John Mewse (Cavell Boarder 77-82)
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What are they up to now!

Mike Herring (number 27!)
Long time member of the OWs and Trust Committees

Mike Herring was at Wymondham College from 1952 until 
1958. His summer sport was athletics due mainly to a lack 
of any eye/hand coordination needed for cricket.
He was never quite top of the tree in any of the athletics 
disciplines with always one or more college athletes  
outdoing him. He represented the College only once in the 
area competition – at the 440 yards.

At the age of 78 he realised that he was fitter than most 
men of his age and decided to give masters athletics a go (over 35 years old in five year bands). He 
joined Kettering Town Harriers and the regional team Midland Masters.

In his first year, 2018, he won the high jump in the Midland Masters Championships in the 75 – 79 
age group.

This was followed in 2019 at the British Masters National Championships with gold in the high jump 
and silver for the pole vault.

Covid put paid to major events in 2020 and by the time they re-started in 2021 Mike had moved up to 
the 80 -84 age group.

At the Midland Championships in 2021 he took gold for the high jump, shot and 200m.

In the same year at the National Outdoor Championships he won gold for the pole vault and silver for 
the high jump, javelin shot and discus.

The recent National (indoor) Masters Championships in March 2022 saw another gold for the pole 
vault, silver for high jump and javelin and a bronze for the discus.

Until recently most skills have been self taught but as he sits 4th in the all time British pole vaulters 
league for men over 80 he has decided to concentrate on this event with the help of coach Gemma 
Eastwood, to attempt to reach the top spot (2.00m)

The past month has seen him invited to be part of the Midlands area squad and at the area indoor 
championships at Lea Valley the Midlands came away with all three cups – mens, womens and over-
all. Mike led off the 4 x 200m relay and the also competed in the long jump. Neither events he would 
claim any great competence at but they gained points for the team’s victory.   

Well done Mike it shows you are never to old to learn new skills we look forward to seeing that 2m 
high pole vault record broken.  
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The Return of whole School Assembly

After two long years, it was wonderful to have the 
whole school come together again. A packed sports 
hall brought back the famous Wymondham College 
atmosphre and gave staff and students a chance to 
celebrate this terms achievements. 

We hope that you have a wonderful Easter Holiday 
and look forward to welcoming staff and students 
back for Summer Term on 21/04/22. 


