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Welcome from the Headteacher 

What a great start to the new academic year here at the College. I 

have met with all of our new Year 7 and Year 12 students; they are 

wonderful groups of young people who are quickly settling into life 

at the College and embracing all that we have to offer in their 

lessons and Wymondham Life activities.  

We have some new members of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) 

this year and some roles have also changed. We have included 

short biographies of the SLT in this edition of the Lion so that you 

can be fully up to date with who is who.  

 

The old Student Service building has now been completely 

demolished and the foundations are currently being constructed for 

the new Peter Rout Centre. This will house the Maths and SEND 

departments and will have a lecture theatre for 

meetings and talks. We will very quickly see the 

building take shape over the coming few 

months.   

 

The exams results that were published in the 

summer, once again, place us as one of the 

highest performing schools in the country. Our 

GCSE results rose from 83% to 86% (English and Maths 4+) and the progress made by our Year 

13 students in their A Level exams was exceptional with an average point score that is the highest 

in the College’s history – a huge well done to our students and staff. 

 

One final announcement; we do have some capacity for current day students to become day 

boarders. I have included details in this newsletter. If you would like to find out more, please contact 

our Admissions Office via the usual school telephone number or email at 

admissions@wymondhamcollege.org.  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

Mr Dan Browning – Headteacher                @mrdbrowning 
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Introducing the Senior Leadership Team 

Mr Dan Browning 

Headteacher  
Dan joined the College in 2017 as Head of School and has been Headteacher since 

September 2018. Before moving to Norfolk he was Executive Principal at St John’s and 

King Richard Schools which served the British forces communities in Cyprus. He has been 

a senior leader for over 10 years and had previously worked in a large secondary school 

in Essex where he had been held various posts including Assistant Principal, Head of 

Faculty, Head of Year and led Teacher Training. His subject is History and he continues 

to teach his own classes at the College. He has been married to Sarah for 13 years and 

has two daughters, Holly (9) and Daisy (6). He lives in the College Campus with his family 

and golden retriever; Mable. 

Mr Dale McMorran 

Deputy Headteacher – Boarding & Behaviour 

Dale joined the College in 2005 as second in English and leader of the Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award scheme.  It is here that he first experienced boarding, working two nights a week in 

Lincoln.  After supporting Dr Jones in Fry Hall for five years as his Deputy, Dale became 

Head of Kett Hall in 2012, a position which gave him, in his own words, “the best job in the 

world”.  In 2016 Dale joined the Senior Team directing the quality assurance processes in 

the College and in 2018 he became Deputy Headteacher responsible for Boarding and 

Behaviour.  Teaching English remains a highlight of any day, and Dale notes a personal 

triumph being awarded a National Teaching Award in the summer of 2018.  Dale is 

enthused by his family, films and cinema, his bookshelf, his sporting rackets and his unique 

golf swing.  Two lifelong dreams, to travel in space and to drive the ‘A Team’ van, remain very much alive. 

Mrs Becky Arnold 

Deputy Headteacher – Achievement & Progress 

Becky has been a part of Wymondham College since 2008.  During this period she has 

been Head of English and Assistant Principal Achievement and Progress prior to taking on 

the role of Deputy Headteacher in 2018.  Becky has been part of a range of local and 

national programmes including working as a Specialist Leader in Education (focus on 

English and Pupil Premium), winner of the TES Shine Award and training as a Performance 

Learning ambassador.  

In 2018 she was honoured to be awarded the status of Founding Fellow by the Chartered 

College of Teaching in recognition for her contribution to the teaching profession.  Outside 

of the College Becky lives with her husband and two young children and is currently training 

for the London Marathon.  
 

Mrs Suzanne Hockley 

Assistant Headteacher – Sixth Form 
Suzanne joined the College as a member of the Maths department in January 2012 

She has been teaching Maths and Further Maths in Norfolk High Schools for over 17 years, 

specialising in A level. Throughout that time, she has held various posts including Head of 

Year and Assistant Head of Maths, has taught at UEA and has been awarded specialist 

leader of education status in Mathematics and Behaviour. Originally from Essex, she went 

to University in Norwich and still lives there, with her husband Simon and their daughter 

Amelie. 
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Miss Julie Marsh  

Assistant Headteacher – Safeguarding Lead 

Julie joined the College in 2001 as a History teacher and became Head of 

Department in 2005. Since then she has held a number of different roles such as 

Acting Deputy Head of House and Acting Vice Principal for Teaching and Learning. 

Having led a very successful History Department for 13 years it is time for a new 

challenge as Assistant Headteacher in charge of Safeguarding. Julie, and her 

partner Justin, have 1 daughter, Evie (6) and two cats: Pickle and Popcorn. 

 
Mr Paul Nightingale 

Assistant Headteacher - Curriculum 

Paul joined the College in 2018 as Assistant Head. Before moving to the College, 

he was Curriculum Leader of History and Politics at Thetford Academy. He has 

been a Head of Department for five years, working at schools in Cambridgeshire 

before moving to Norfolk. He has mentored for the University of Cambridge's 

PGCE course and has had work published in the journal Teaching History. He 

continues to teach History, Politics and PSHE at the College. He lives in the 

College Campus with his wife of three years Charlotte and their daughter Elsie (1). 

 

Mr Mark Richards 

Bursar 

Mark joined the College in June 2018 having previously held the posts of 

Bursar/School Business Manager and Operations Manager for schools within the 

independent sector.  He has a background in student accommodation, site facility 

and support staff management, business finance operations and hospitality as well 

as having served sixteen years in the Royal Air Force.  Living locally he is married 

to Mandy and has a stepdaughter Cairo (21) who is an ex Wymondham College 

Sixth Form student, still living at home and studying for her degree in interior 

architecture at Norwich University of the Arts. 

 

Mr Joe Pointon 
Assistant Headteacher – Teaching & Learning (January 2019) 

Joe will join the College in January 2019 as Assistant Headteacher with 

responsibility for Teaching & Learning. Since 2002 Joe has taught Modern Foreign 

Languages (French and German) at schools in Mansfield and Ellesmere Port in 

the UK. Most recently he was Head of MFL and Teaching & Learning Coordinator 

at King Richard School which serves the British forces in Cyprus. 
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Road Safety  

In the last ten years there has been a 50% increase in the number of people who think driving 

represents the greatest threat to teenage safety, rising from 11% to 17%, higher than gun and knife 

crime in people’s perception of dangers to young people. 

 

Whilst this awareness is positive, with 889 16-19-year-olds in the UK killed or seriously injured in 

cars in 2016, we still need to deliver road safety messages to all students. 

 

To help achieve this, THINK! are providing free resources, films and interactives; to aid students to 

consider the skills they’ll need to become responsible drivers, as well as resources for younger 

secondary age students embarking on their first solo journeys.  

 

Please remind your children that walking or riding to school must be undertaken with the utmost 

care; cyclists should wear helmets and reflective clothing. Pedestrians walking to the new bus stops 

at the end of Golf Links roads should take great care and ensure that they are wearing appropriate 

clothing including something reflective. Another danger is young people looking at mobile phones 

while walking or riding on public roads.  

 

If you are driving around the College campus, please take care and observe all speed limits.  

 

Visit the THINK! Website at http://think.direct.gov.uk/ 

 

Thank you 

 

Mr D Browning 

 

Safeguarding 

There is a free Online e-safety magazine called ‘#DITTO’ to keep you up to date with risks, issues, 

advice and guidance related to keeping children safe online, with a view to enjoying and learning 

about technology. A new edition is released approximately every 6 weeks. In order to access this 

magazine see the link below: 

http://www.esafety-adviser.com 

This is just a reminder to all parents. If you would like to speak to a member of staff, please make 

an appointment to do so. They will then meet you at reception and escort you to the meeting room. 

From a safeguarding point of view we need to be confident that we know exactly who is on site at 

any given time. Your support in this matter is much appreciated. 

Mrs J Marsh – Safeguarding Lead 

http://think.direct.gov.uk/
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Pupil Premium 

Students in the main school who are registered on our census as being in one of the categories 
listed below attract additional funding.  The purpose of this funding is to support the child during their 
time at the College.  Some of the funding is used for central services including our Wellbeing team 
or for providing voluntary contributions for materials such as food tech.  In addition we organise a 
personal allowance for each child that parents can access for uniform, music lessons, trips and 
clubs.  This allowance differs dependent on the Pupil Premium category and all families with children 
who attract the funding will receive an email that outlines their total.  Our full policy is available on 
the College website. 
 
If you think that as a family you may be eligible for the Pupil Premium please contact Mrs Becky 
Arnold. 
 
If you are in receipt of the Pupil Premium and wish to use funds please contract either your child's 
Head of House or Mrs Becky Arnold. 
 
Categories: 

 Pupils currently in receipt of Free School Meals 

 Pupils who have been in receipt of Free School Meals during the last 6 years 

 Pupils from current serving Armed Forces families 

 Pupils from families that have been in the Armed Forces in the past 4 years 

 Pupils who have been Adopted from Local Authority Care 

 Pupils who are currently Looked After by the Local Authority 
 

Mrs R Arnold 

 

Apprenticeships Information Evening 

Wednesday 31 October, 16:00 – 18:00, College Library 

Parents and students in Years 10 – 13 are invited to come and find out about apprenticeships. There 

will be a short talk at 17:00 and the opportunity to meet a range of local providers and employers 

including NHS, Army, City College Norwich, Easton College, 3AAA, Poultec and Skills Edge.  More 

information to follow nearer the time. 

No need to book a place.  

Ms E Edwards - Student Futures Co-ordinator 
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Non-Uniform Day 

Please note that the non-uniform day calendared for 11 October will now take place on 15 November 

and be in aid of Children in Need. 

 

Wymondham College CCF 

Wymondham College CCF took a team to Beckingham Training 

Camp in Lincolnshire earlier this  month to compete in the 7 Inf Bde 

Cadet Skill at Arms Meeting, a shooting competition for all the 

CCFs and ACFs in the eastern region. 

Our team put in a strong performance and maximum effort, coming 

a very close runner up in the Section Attack Assessment, losing to 

Culford School CCF by only 3 points and managing to secure an 

outstanding third place in the overall competition. 

It is a great way to end our last competition of the year, having 

secured a gold medal position at the Combat Cadet competition  in 

March, and winning the plaques for best drill and turnout and best 

air rifle shooting on summer camp.  A very successful year for 

Wymondham College CCF! 
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Save a Life – Support for Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH) 

A MASSIVE thank you to all the staff, 

parents/carers and all those that 

contributed/sponsored me for my half marathon 

last Saturday. Despite several injuries I 

completed the run and have raised over £1500 

for Great Ormond Street Hospital where my son 

had heart surgery as a baby to save his life and 

is now in year 11 Fry doing well.  

 

If people have not had time to sponsor me it is 

not too late and here is the link to my just 

giving page. Thanks again for all your support. 

It really means the world to me and my family.  

 

Check out my JustGiving Page for Great Ormond Street Hospital Children's Charity. Help me raise 

more! http://www.justgiving.com/EMMA-BISHOP-Half-Marathon?utm_id=27     

                Bonus photo: Me after 

Then (After His Operation) …..                  Now    the half marathon 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss E Bishop (Maths Teacher)   
 
Parent looking for lift to UEA for daughter 

My daughter, Sophia Pickering in Y7 Peel, is looking for a lift to UEA sportpark on Monday and/or 
Tuesday after school. She is a swimmer and now cannot get to training as the school bus arrives in 
the city too late. Is there anyone who would be willing to help? There are two swimmers at 
Wymondham at her club but their cars are full but they cannot offer a lift and I work full time. 
 
Kind regards 
Alison Pickering  

http://www.justgiving.com/EMMA-BISHOP-Half-Marathon?utm_id=27
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Dates for your Diaries 

Date 
Start 
Time 

End 
Time 

Event 

21/09/2018 15:30 16:30 Late Duty: New Hall 

22/09/2018   Exeat 

23/09/2018 18:30 19:30 Early Duty: New Hall 

24/09/2018 18:30 20:30 Art Exhibition Forum 

26/09/2018 08:35 15:45 Years 7 - 10 : European Day of languages events  

28/09/2018 17:45 20:30 Boarder Taster Evening 

29/09/2018 08:45 10:40 Open Morning 

30/09/2018   Big Weekender 

02/10/2018   
Year 8 Art Trip to Sainsbury Centre (1/3 of Year 
Group) 

02/10/2018 18:00 20:30 Year 7 & 9 Meet the tutor evening 

04/10/2018   
Year 8 Art Trip to Sainsbury Centre (1/3 of Year Group 
AM/PM) 

06/10/2018 08:45 12:00 Sixth Form Open Morning  

08/10/2018   Wymondham College Fit Week 

09/10/2018 09:00 12:00 Year 6 Music Assessments Session 1 

10/10/2018   DofE GOLD expedition  

10/10/2018   World Mental Health Day, Lincoln Atrium 

12/10/2018 15:30 16:30 Late Duty: Fry Hall 

13/10/2018   Half Term 

28/10/2018 18:30 19:30 Early Duty: Fry Hall 

29/10/2018   Return Week A 

 

Vacancies 

The College has the following vacancies, click on this link 

http://www.wymondhamcollege.org/vacancies  for more details: 
 

Senior ICT/AV Technician   Horticulture Apprentice 

Pupil Specific Key Worker   Grounds Maintenance Apprentice 

Kitchen Assistant (Shifts)   Assistant Cook (5 Day Shifts) 

 

http://www.wymondhamcollege.org/vacancies
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Main School Day and Day Boarding information 

Day pupils are expected to arrive at the College at any time between 08:15 and 08:30, and to remain 

in the care of their House until 17:15 if they so wish; except exeats, Half Term and End of Term when 

collection times are stated on the list of Term Dates.  They may go home at any time between 15:45 

and 17:15 on weekdays.  Year 7 Day Students will take lunch, mid-morning drink/snack and mid-

afternoon drinks with Boarders. In order to keep administration overheads to a minimum, the costs of 

Monday - Friday lunches and break refreshments are combined in a composite charge, payable termly 

in advance which covers all meals and drinks/snacks, and a contribution to the costs of their House.  

Charges are reviewed annually by the Governors and from September 2018 are £28.66 per week. 

Day Boarders participate in the life of the College from 07:30 to about 20:30.  The 2018/19 charge 

for Day Boarding is £951.00 per term and includes all meals.  Parents/Guardians are charged the 

cost of all meals and a contribution to supervision charges in the Houses.  If you wish your child to 

attend the College as a Day Boarder, please write to Ms Suzie Bunning, Registrar, who will send 

you a Day Boarding Agreement form for completion. 

Those families, who are in receipt of Income Support or Income Based Job Seekers’ Allowance 
benefits, also qualify for free school meals.  If you are in this position, and will be the parent of a day 
pupil, please write to the Clerk to the Governors with details of your qualifying benefits, requesting 
remission of all Day Pupil charges. 
 
The Governors appreciate that there may be some other parents for whom these charges may cause 
difficulties.  If you are in this position, please write to the Clerk in the first instance.   
 
Enhanced Day Boarders can access all the facilities of a Day Boarder.  In addition, the student can 
take advantage of using a room upstairs in the boarding house (and using ablutions).  The room is 
provided on the basis that there is space in the boarding house and is at the discretion of the Head of 
House.   
 
The student must leave the boarding house by 21:00 and must not under any circumstances stay 
overnight in the room.  Equally they do not have access to a wardrobe nor store any items at the 
College in the room.  The room is available to be used for prep (at the Head of House discretion) and 
for changing in. 

The priority allocation for rooms will always be for boarders so should there be a requirement for a 
room for a boarder then the enhanced day boarder would lose the use of the room in favour of a 
boarder.  In these circumstances, the College will immediately refund the amount due, on the basis of 
the days remaining within the term for which a fee has been paid.   

From September 2018, the charge for the room will be £1,902 per term and will be reviewed annually. 

Alternative arrangements Provision can be made for those Main School Day Students who may 
wish to arrive at 08:30, to bring sandwiches for lunch and leave at 15:45.  This arrangement does 
not offer such students’ access to the Houses to which they are making no contribution. Such 
students use a room in the teaching blocks at break and lunchtime, with provision for supervision, 
toilets and sandwich eating. The Governors very much hope that all parents will see the merit of 
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maintaining our integrated House system arrangements, in which all share the benefits of the 
Houses and to which all, in fairness, should make a contribution. 

 

Sixth Form Day, Day Boarding and Enhanced Day Boarding Information 

Day students may arrive at the College at any time between 08:15 and 08:30, and to remain in the 

care of the College until 17:15, enabling them to participate in activities; except Exeats, Half Term and 

End of Term when collection times are stated on the list of Term Dates.  They may go home at any 

time between 15:45 and 17:15 on weekdays.   

Students can take lunch in the Sixth Form Centre at a cost of £3.20 each. 

Alternatively, students may choose to bring in a sandwich lunch from home.  In this instance, the only 

fee payable is the annual Facilities Fee of £100 which covers a contribution to the facilities offered 

within Lincoln, including mid morning and mid afternoon drinks and snacks. 

Day Boarders are admitted as day students and may then opt to take advantage of the longer 

school day.  Day boarder status is not a separate category of admission.  Day boarders are able to 

participate in the life of the College from breakfast time (around 07:30) to the end of evening prep 

(about 21:00).  The 2018/19 charge for Day Boarding is £951.00 per term and includes all meals.   

If you wish your son/daughter to attend the College as a Day Boarder, please contact the Admissions 

Office for more information.   

Enhanced Day Boarders can access all the facilities of a Day Boarder.  In addition, the student can 
take advantage of using a room upstairs in the boarding house (and using ablutions).  The room is 
provided on the basis that there is space in the boarding house and is at the discretion of the Head of 
House.   
 
The student must leave the boarding house by 9pm and must not under any circumstances stay 
overnight in the room.  Equally they do not have access to a wardrobe nor store any items at the 
College in the room.  The room is available to be used for prep (at the Head of House discretion) and 
for changing in. 

The priority allocation for rooms will always be for boarders so should there be a requirement for a 
room for a boarder then the enhanced day boarder would lose the use of the room in favour of a 
boarder.  In these circumstances, the College will immediately refund the amount due, on the basis of 
the days remaining within the term for which a fee has been paid.   

From September 2018, the charge for the room will be £1902 per term and will be reviewed annually. 

Those families, who are in receipt of Income Support or Income Based Job Seekers’ Allowance 
benefits, also qualify for free school meals.  If you are in this position, and will be the parent of a day 
pupil, please write to the Clerk to the Governors with details of your qualifying benefits, requesting 
remission of all Day Pupil charges. 
The Governors appreciate that there may be some other parents for whom these charges may cause 
difficulties.  If you are in this position, please write to the Clerk in the first instance.   
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Welcome 

Thank you to everyone who came to our ‘Back to College’ Coffee Morning, it was a huge success - 

we welcomed lots of new parents/carers as well as old hands, and enjoyed the catering teams 

delicious biscuits too! We hope to see you at one of our social events throughout the year. 

Ms Corinna Pharaoh - Chair and Publicity Officer, Parent Staff Association  

 

Comedy & Curry Night Success 

The Comedy Night last term was a fabulous 

success with hilarious cutting-edge 

performances by MC Steve Bugeja, “Bugeja 

who has an eye for original comic detail that’s 

all his own”, The Guardian & winner of the 

BBC Radio New Comedy Award 2013, James 

Loveridge winner of Beat the King Gong at 

The Comedy Store, Adam Hess as seen on 

ITV's Tonight at the Palladium & Sophie 

Duker. Our huge thanks to everyone who 

supported the event including Artificer's Gin 

for their raffle prize. You helped raise just over 

£500, all of which will go as grants to the College's Departments, Houses & Wymondham Life Club’s. 

 

Family Bingo Night - Friday 5 October, Refectory 

The PSA Family Bingo Night is back – Fri 5 

October 19:30 – 20:30 in the Refectory. This is a 

really fun family event for Wymondham College 

families, carers, staff and friends, great for getting 

to know your students new friends & family, plus 

the Head Boy and Girl will be compering, assisted 

by the Headteacher’s Council. Lots of prizes, raffle, 

refreshments, and a tuck shop. 

 

Tickets are £3 per adult, £1 per student/sibling which includes one bingo book per person (extra 

books available on the night: £1 per book). 

 

A booking email will be sent out shortly via Wymondham College. 
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Coffee Morning & AGM Sat 3 November 10:30  

All parents, carers & staff are warmly invited to the PSA COFFEE MORNING & AGM, come and 

meet the PSA team over coffee. 

It will be a great opportunity to meet other parents, carers and staff, hear Wymondham College 

Headteacher Dan Browning’s welcome, find out more about what we do, get involved, and see what 

social events we have planned for the year ahead. 

If you have any questions about being an occasional volunteer once a year or perhaps joining the 

committee, we have several positions up for renewal Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Publicity 

Officer, please send us a message or an email psa@wymondhamcollege.org 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Winter Fayre Sat 10 Nov 10:00 – 14:00 Sports Hall  

Showcasing Norfolk Producers including Norfolk Food & Drink Network members, Great Taste 

Awards winners, & some of the County’s finest award winning artists, crafters, designers & artisans, 

activities for children and free entertainment from Special Guest Performer The Yarnsmith of 

Norwich - Storyteller as seen at the British Museum. An enjoyable day out with family and friends 

with unique gifts that you won’t find on the high street, something to suit every pocket, and with over 

55 stalls to browse, tastings and a Pop-up Café. 

The Winter Fayre now has its’ own Facebook Page - like the page to get all the updates & information 

about this years’ exhibitors https://www.facebook.com/WinterFayre/ 

 

Cake & Tombola Donations Needed  

Can you help? Donations needed for the Tombola & Cake Stall at the Winter Fayre on 10 November.  

For the Tombola donations of small jars bags of sweets to Main Reception, and for the Cake Stall 

donations of cakes delivered to the Sports Hall on the day, all gratefully received, thank you! 
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PSA Uniform, Sports Equipment & Toiletries Shop 

The PSA Uniform Shop is open every Saturday in term time 11:30 – 12:30 - we stock new & second-

hand uniform, sports equipment/footwear, mouth guards & toiletries plus tea towels in house colours 

& PSA branded shopping bags.  

We also have a changing room. Payment by cash/cheque. We are next to the Sports Hall. There is 

also a Mail Order Service for out of hours please email psa@wymondhamcollege.org 

Don’t miss the shop sale with 50% off shirts, trousers, tracksuit trousers, rugby shorts and jumpers. 

*** MOUTH GUARDS AND TIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE TO BUY AT MAIN RECEPTION *** 

 

PSA Uniform Donation Bins  

Do you have any uniform, sports kit, or equipment your students have outgrown, or finished with 

that you could donate to the PSA Uniform Shop? 

You can take your donations to Main Reception, the PSA Shop, or drop them into one of the PSA 

Uniform Donation Crates in each of the Houses - either in the foyer or nearby, please ask at the 

House Office if you can't see them. 

 

Keep in Touch 

To find out what the Wymondham College Parent Staff Association have been up to, for upcoming 

or recent events, and how our funds are being spent follow us on Facebook 

www.facebook/WymondhamCollegePSA and Twitter @WYMONDHAMCOLPSA, or if there’s 

anything you would like to raise send us an email psa@wymondhamcollege.org or come along to a 

committee meeting. Our Committee Meeting Minutes are published on the Wymondham College 

VLE.  

Ms Corinna Pharaoh - Chair and Publicity Officer Parent Staff Association  

www.facebook/WymondhamCollegePSA 

 

 

 

 


