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A word from the CEO
As we approach half-term, I would like to take the opportunity to thank the
whole College community for their hard work and commitment in meeting the
challenges faced full on. It has been a genuine pleasure seeing students
back in College.
I would also like to publicly thank and recognise the work of the College’s
Leadership Team. A huge amount of work was required to ensure that the
College could re-open, with very many hours of planning amid constant
changes to guidelines. To have had such a positive half-term is a reflection
of the quality of this work.
As you are probably aware, Wymondham College Prep School opened this September for two
reception classes. The main building is well underway and on schedule to open next September,
this will add a range of further facilities to the campus, supplementing the continued investment in
improving the facilities on site made in recent years.
The Prep School’s Year 5 boarding provision will open next September, and we are now accepting
applications. Please contact admin@wymondhamcollegeprepschool.org if you’d like to discuss this
option.
I remain incredibly proud of all that Wymondham College provides and wish everyone a restful and
safe half-term.
Best wishes
Jonathan Taylor – CEO Sapientia Education Trust
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Welcome from the Headteacher
In so many ways, this has been a wonderful half-term with the College being
fully operational and day to day seeing our students happy and engaged. It
is easy to forget that things are not currently entirely normal; the zoning of
the school and the temporary move to year group-based houses is a
profound change to our operational model. The half-term has been
successful in so far as the COVID measures in place to keep all our
community safe have not detracted from the focus on teaching, learning and
WymLife activities. I would like to thank all staff, students, and parents in
supporting us during this challenging time.
I would like to draw your attention to the advert below asking for volunteers to become members of
our Local Governing Body. The LGB plays a vital role in the governance of the College and we
welcome expressions of interest.
Within this edition of the Lion there is an article about the new Wymondham College Diploma and
Floreat teaching programme. This, for the first time, formalises our approach to embed character
education within our taught curriculum and puts us at the vanguard of curriculum development
nationally. I have to say that one of the many highlights of my week is teaching my Year 7 and Year
12 Floreat lessons.
Wisdom continues to flourish at the College despite the current changes faced by us all due to
COVID and I cannot be more proud to be part of our unique community.
Best wishes for a safe and restful half-term.
Floreat Sapientia

Mr Dan Browning – Headteacher
@mrdbrowning

(See letter at back of newsletter for more info)
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Floreat Curriculum Summary

We are delighted to have launched our brand new Floreat programme to Years 7, 8, 9 and the Sixth
Form this term. Taught by members of the Senior Team and other experienced teachers, these
lessons will focus on character development, leadership and giving our students access to and
knowledge of academic and cultural experiences that they would not otherwise encounter in their
day to day curriculum.
In Year 7, students begin by exploring their individual identity, and how this fits into the wider ethos
of the College. We will also launch their involvement in the Wymondham College Diploma at the
start of term. This is a programme that supports students to fully immerse themselves in our extracurricular provision and to take a full part in House communities and wider College life, with end of
year awards for their achievements. As the year progresses, students will move on to look at past
and contemporary examples of ‘genius’ to support the completion of their Genius Hour Projects
before completing the year with units on the virtues of courage, leadership, and an end of year
graduation.
In Year 8, students will continue the theme of identity by looking at and celebrating the diversity
within our College community. We then focus their attention on perception by looking at ‘fake news’,
digital citizenship and current affairs. We complete the year with units on the virtues of resilience
and teamwork before their end of year graduation.
In Year 9, Floreat lessons have an academic and cultural focus. Students begin the year exploring
when and why humanity ‘gets it wrong’ through the prism of the Prisoner’s Dilemma. This will be
followed by academic and cultural master classes that will give students the opportunity to have a
taste of subjects and experiences that sit outside of our current curriculum. At the end of the year,
students will complete a written project on a topic of their choice.
In Year 12, students will have a fortnightly Floreat lecture and a fortnightly tutorial. The lectures will
cover a range of topics from practical assistance in thinking about university courses and EPQ
support alongside keynotes from internal and external speakers. Students will rotate through a
diverse range of tutorials as the year progresses with the aim of developing their knowledge and
character virtues ready for life beyond the College.
In Year 13, students will have a fortnightly Floreat lecture. The content of this lecture will shift as the
year unfolds, from practical advice on university applications and post-18 choices, wellbeing support
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as exams approach and other enriching topics of interest that sit outside of the A Levels that the
students’ study.
Further details of the Floreat programme can be found on the College website:
Main School: https://www.wymondhamcollege.org/364/main-school-curriculum-overview
Sixth Form: https://www.wymondhamcollege.org/722/sixth-form-curriculum-overview
Mr Nightingale - Assistant Headteacher - Curriculum

Parents Online Booking System
Wymondham College is excited to introduce our new Parents Online Booking System, SchoolCloud,
with the facility to run video appointments for our Parents Evenings and Meet the Tutor events. This
is going to give improved access to you as parents, including those of you with children who board
with us.
Our first two events are now scheduled for the first two weeks after half term with the first week
being the Year 12 Welcome and Meet the Tutor evening on Wednesday 4 November and the second
being the Year 7 Welcome and Meet the Tutor evening on Wednesday 11 November, both between
17:00 and 20:30.
As a parent, you will receive instructions via email on how to access the Parents Evening system at
least one week ahead of each event. The video meeting can be accessed via a mobile phone,
tablet, or desktop device with speaker/camera facilities. For the system to work effectively, you will
need to ensure that you have sufficient wi-fi connection for your device, or 4G mobile signal for your
mobile phone.
I am confident that this will improve the way we conduct Parents Evenings at Wymondham College,
not only during this period of social distancing but when things eventually get back to some sense
of normality.
Thank you in advance for your support in making this new way of conducting parent meetings.
Mrs J Edmunds-Grezio – Deputy Headteacher

From the Bursar
We are delighted with the opening of the recently moved Music Department down to the Tom Eaton
Centre. After an extensive refurbishment programme, that involved the support of specialist acoustic
engineers, the Department is now fully operational. Early feedback is that both students and staff
really enjoy the new facility and we are looking forward to hearing the output in due course! On a
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similar theme, the extension of the Main School Refectory outer shell has been completed and is
currently used as a waiting area for Year groups going into Refectory and providing shelter from the
Autumnal weather. The contract for a covered walkway outside of this structure has been agreed
and the installation of the foundations are currently being planned and prepared for a planning
application. It is hoped that this work will commence in the Christmas holidays, weather permitting.
A summary of the work we have carried out under Schools Condition Allocation is as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Air Con maintenance, and removal of the old Sixth Form Boarding Annex - £2.3K
Carpets in Kett House Prep Room and Lobby - £3.2K
Vinyl flooring in the Medical Centre and boys’ showers - £900
Decorating in Fry House (over the course of the year) - £25K
Re-sanding of the Gym floor - £4.5K
New water heater in sports block - £9K
Repairs to Main School Refectory boiler - £4.4K
Pool boiler repairs - £1.8K.
Yeoman Shield in Peter Rout Centre - £9.3K
Decorating – Science building external, Lincoln bedrooms, CCF Hut - £3.1K
Windows at the Tom Eaton Centre - £14.3K
Lift servicing - £1.6K
Hot water boiler replacement/repair in boarding houses - £9K
New gas meter and replacement boiler - £4.3K

In addition to this, we have the Main School Refectory extension, International Centre car park and
adjoining road, along with a number of other works, resulting on a spend of over £350K in the past
12 months, with thanks to the Trust.
The ongoing focus will be to continue to improve or refurbish both the teaching areas as well as the
Boarding Houses. A new phase of upgrades is in the planning stage and more news on these
developments will be published in due course.
Mr P Cox – Bursar & Operations Manager

Car Parks and Parking
As I am sure you are aware, twice daily all three College car parks can become very busy. It is
imperative that all car park users drive with care and courtesy and pay close attention to pedestrians
as they move to their cars.
Thank you
Mr D Browning - Headteacher
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Wymondham College Prep School
Wymondham College Prep School was thrilled to open its
doors this September, excitedly welcoming a full cohort of
60 reception pupils.
Despite not being able to hold on site induction days, we
made great use of online technologies throughout the
previous summer term, regularly engaging with our children
and their families and all enjoying the chance to meet the
children and to learn so much about them prior to their
arrival in September.
The children of the Prep School benefit from the expertise of our own teaching team and from the
Wymondham College teaching team. As such, the pupils immediately benefit from a broad
curriculum that contains lessons in Music, French, Dance, Character and Games. Thus, enabling
the school to engage in our key belief of providing an education that enables the ‘whole child’ to
develop.
We have received plenty of positive engagement from their school community and are delighted to
share two testimonials from current parents:
“It’s been brilliant. They staff team really supported the children to get back to some sense of
normality. Our son has been so happy from day one and the staff have been incredibly supportive.
Everyone is working hard with the interests of the children at the centre and they’re not worried
about getting their hand dirty (quite literally). It feels like our son is building lifelong friendships
already and he’s absorbing so much information - it’s
wonderful to see him grow so much in such a brief
time.”
“We have no regrets sending our daughter to the
Prep. We have been really impressed with the school
which has effectively adapted to a series of
unforeseen difficult circumstances. More importantly,
our daughter absolutely loves coming to the Prep!”
As a part of our September opening, the Prep School has been able to assist families in providing
meaningful and caring wrap around care through its Early Birds provision from 07:45, a varied cocurricular programme available to every child to 16:00 and extended day care to 18:00.
In September 2021, we will be opening Underwood Hall for our first cohort of Year 5 boarders. For
further
information
on
the
Prep
or
Boarding
at
the
Prep
please
visit
www.wymondhamcollegeprepschool.org.

Mr Alex Wilson – Headteacher of Wymondham College Prep School
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Food Studies
Firstly, we would like to say a really big “thank you” on behalf of the students to the Wymondham
College PSA for their donation towards stainless steel bowls. These are already being used in the
department. We are presently required to meticulously triple clean or quarantine all equipment after
use. This means that the bowls are in use with GCSE students only. We hope that all students will
be able to benefit from using the catering grade stainless steel bowls in the months and years that
follow, should normal practice in the rooms be resumed.
We would also like to thank Martin and Bob in the Catering Department for their donation of three
stainless steel units. These replace the older wooden work benches (now recycled as bag racks
outside the food rooms).

Secondly, the Wymondham College Floreat Framework for 2020-21 states that there should be no
narrowing of the curriculum. CLEAPSS* states that practical activities can, and more importantly,
should, still happen.
There are many new expectations around the availability and scope of practical activities during this
period of extraordinary challenge. Staff and student safety remain top priority. However, with
enhanced risk assessments in place, thorough planning and careful re-organisation we have been
able to carry out some practical work with every Year from 7 to 11; albeit initially reduced in Key
Stage Three. We are also running our popular Wymondham Life Bake Club with Years 7 and 8. Our
students have responded brilliantly to the new ways of working. We are seeing a positive, sensible
determination to move forward. Staff are incredibly proud of their resilience and how they have
adapted returning to work in the specialist rooms.
A final note to publicly thank the cleaning staff that ‘roam’ the Tech block area all day, constantly
disinfecting touch points and mitigating any cross-bubble risk. Without this extraordinary team on
side, our jobs as teachers would be infinitely harder to manage. Thank you.
Food Studies Department
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College Office
I’m sure you will agree, this has been a very different start to the academic year and at College
Office we have been busier than ever with the changes to daily lives and how we operate. We’ve
seen a number of students who have phoned home because they feel unwell and we appreciate
there is enhanced anxiety if a child feels unwell but please do ring College Office if you receive a
call from your child to ensure we know their whereabouts and can confirm with our medical centre.
For your information, please find contact details below for departments along with some general
items you may find useful.

Contacting us
We welcome you contacting the College either via our switchboard number which is 01953 609000
or by email. When using the main College number, you will be presented with several options. If
the department you require is not listed, please press 0 for the switchboard to be transferred to the
correct extension number.
To help you get to the right team via email, please see the contact for various departments below:
•
•

•
•
•
•

enquiries@wymondhamcollege.org for the times you’re not sure which department you
should send an enquiry to or to ask general questions about the College.
collegeoffice@wymondhamcollege.org for normal day to day College operations, sickness,
uniform, registration, Sixth Form lunches, consultation evenings, Wisepay, general
correspondence, submitting consent forms for trips and all other general student related
enquiries.
admissions@wymondhamcollege.org for applications and enquiries to join Wymondham
College as a day student, boarding student and to register for open days/events.
accountsdepartment@wymondhamcollege.org
supplier related enquiries, invoices or
general student accounts
wc-fees@se-trust.org for College fees and deposit payments
hr@sapientiaeducationtrust.org for staff vacancies and personnel enquiries

Absence Reporting/Student Sickness
•
•

•

Please alert College Office if your child is unwell and in Main School either by ringing 01953
609075 or emailing collegeoffice@wymondhamcollege.org
Sixth Form absences should be reported by ringing 01953 609028 or email,
attendance6@wymondhamcollege.org
If you child is unwell at College they must report to the medical centre for assessment, who will
contact you if you are required to collect your child
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•
•
•
•

For COVID-19 concerns, please check the NHS 111 service and alert College Office immediately
Students must sign out before leaving site if this is during the College day for appointments
If your child has pre-booked appointment, please ensure you alert College Office or Sixth Form
and submit a leave of absence form
If you child boards at the College and needs routine hospital appointments, please be aware this
is not something we can accommodate and ask you to make appropriate arrangements

Online Finance System
•
•

•
•

•

Wisepay, is replacing Scopay and balances are being transferred. The system has recently
been offline but is now fully functioning and we continue to add items to this.
Please continue to pay for Sixth Form lunches via Wisepay which will be linked to a cashless till
system we are installing during the half term break, a little later than planned. We continue to
record student names at lunch then match with payments made.
Sixth Form transport charges can now be paid via Wisepay. You will have the option to pay
termly or half termly.
Print credits are now also set up on Wisepay, but should students require print credits and the
only option is to send cash at this time, please send the correct denomination in clear plastic bag
to reduce handling cash. Students are allocated with an automatic small print credit at the start
of the new academic year.
Trips – if you are paying instalments for proposed trips, any payments already made in Scopay
will be transferred and if you are due to make another payment imminently, please do this via
Wisepay.

School Uniform
•

•

School Uniform should be purchased through Birds of Dereham, but should you wish to purchase
second-hand uniform and sports clothing, please check out the PSA shop which is open on
Saturday mornings between 11:30 to 12:30 during the term (closed during Exeat weekends).
psa@wymondhamcollege.org
We urge you to name all clothing and equipment to avoid unnecessary lost property items,
particularly in the present situation of COVID-19 and controlling handling of items.

School Transport
•
•

•

Students using the 13C First Bus may continue to do so but all students must comply with public
transport rules for COVID and face coverings.
Sixth Form transport is running for students who have opted and paid to use this service. The
bus company operating this service has been notified of the passenger list and cannot be
responsible for transporting students not registered.
Main School students may apply to the Education Transport department at Norfolk County
Council if living in rural areas as there may be a contracted bus service available

Ms S Flint – Administration Manager
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Schoolbase Details – Are they up to date?
Please check that we have your current contact details
Please log into SchoolBaseOnline (today.wymondhamcollege.org), select Personal Details from the
menu on the left and then review and edit where necessary the details shown on the Your Details
and Contact Information tabs.
The “Forgot login details?” link on SchoolBaseOnline webpage is not working correctly so if you are
having difficulty logging on please email reporting@wymondhamcollege.org CLEARLY STATING
THE NAME OF THE STUDENT CONCERNED.
You can also email reporting@wymondhamcollege.org if you wish to add, update or remove the
contact details for another person we should (or should no longer) contact in an emergency if we
are unable to contact yourself.
Mrs Lawson and Miss Levitt

Dates for your Diaries
Date

Event

11/11/2020
11/11/2020
11/11/2020
13/11/2020
14/11/2020
20/11/2020
21/11/2020
30/11/2020
01/12/2020
01/12/2020
01/12/2020
03/12/2020
09/12/2020
11/12/2020
11/12/2020
11/12/2020
06/01/2020

Remembrance Day
Polish Independence Day
Bullying Awareness Week
Children in Need (non-uniform) (tbc)
Day Parents Forum (tbc)
Boarder Parents Forum (tbc)
Exeat
St Andrew's Day
Portugal Day
Romania National Day
World AIDS Day
Y9 Parents Evening
Christmas Formals
End of Term Assembly
End of Term
Winter Break
Spring Term Begins
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Support us
Please continue to support the Parent Staff Association (PSA) during these unusual times, either by
using our second-hand uniform shop or signing up to our Lottery.
Current prizes are £75 and £35 a month for first and second prizes and our annual prize draw in
September is £2000 and £1000 for first and second prizes!

PSA Shop
Our shop is open every Saturday during
term times, from 11:30-12:30. We are also
accepting CLEAN uniform that can be sold
on to raise valuable funds for our students.
Any PE kit with initials on will be passed to
the PE department to be used as spares.
Donations can either be brought to the
shop or deposited at main reception. We
now accept online payments as cash is not
handled in the shop.
If you would like volunteer in the shop or
join the PSA please email
wymondhamcollegepsa@gmail.com
Visit
www.facebook/WymondhamCollegePSA
Follow us on Twitter
@WymondhamColPSA
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