A World Class State Boarding and Day School

A Service Family guide
to boarding at Wymondham College

Pride • Passion • Positivity

Forward

As a serving member of the Army, parent and alumni of Wymondham College I feel
uniquely placed to speak to you about the benefits of placing service children within the
outstanding environment that Dan Browning and his team have created. My passion for
the College and my determination to give something back as a Governor is as a result
of the fantastic experience that I had as a Wymondham College student. Indeed, I credit
my time at Wymondham College as setting the foundations for my success in the Military.

Wymondham College has a long and distinguished association with the Armed Forces,
and as such is well versed with providing support to the dynamic needs of Service
Families and understanding the complexities of Service life. The prowess of the College
speaks for itself – the accolades and results are clear. These results are delivered by the
exceptional environment that the College prides itself on. Education is only part of the
story, the ability of the College to provide world class extra curricula activity (Wymondham Life) and development
to all of its students is what sets it apart from other schools. You can rest assured that Wymondham College will be
able to adapt and be receptive to any needs that you may have as a service family.
I continue to serve in the Army, and am acutely aligned to the complexities of service life and the upheaval that
occurs within families as a result of service. I can think of no better place to mitigate the impacts of service life on
your Children be they day pupils or full-time boarders. I look forwards to answering any specific questions that
you may have and echo the sentiment of Dan Browning in welcoming you to this world class, forward looking and
innovative establishment.
Lt Col Matt Woodeson, Vice Chair of Governors
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Forward
I am extremely proud to be Headteacher at Wymondham College; a truly unique, World Class state school for day
and boarding students aged 11-18. With ‘outstanding’ judgements from Ofsted for both education and boarding
elements of the College and one of the few UK state schools to hold the ‘World Class’ accolade, we are amongst
the highest performing schools in the country. Our students’ academic success is underpinned by a strong belief
in providing opportunities outside of the classroom aimed at opening young minds: we call this ‘Wymondham Life’.
My previous role was that of Executive Principal of King Richard and St John’s schools that served the MOD
community in British Forces Cyprus. Here at Wymondham College, we have an understanding of the needs of
service children; the pressures caused by deployment and frequent postings. Please take time to read the student
and parent testimonials in this booklet – we can make a positive difference to your child’s education and personal
growth at a price that is more affordable that most boarding schools.
Developing others to be confident, committed, aspirational and respectful is the most exciting and rewarding aspect
of my job; seeing students enjoying lessons, excelling on the sports field or immersing themselves in extra-curricular
pursuits gives me a huge sense of pride. We are committed to giving our very best at all times, we embrace change
and welcome challenge. Tradition and high standards are an intrinsic part of the College but we are a forward
looking organisation, often at the cutting edge of educational development. I am driven by always doing what is right
for the young people in my care and would be delighted to show you around our wonderful 83 acre campus.
Mr Dan Browning, Headteacher
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What do parents say?
Our youngest daughter was at a small, private, very traditional all-girls boarding school
in Dorset through to GCSEs; it was a good school with a particularly caring pastoral side
and our other daughter had thrived there. But there were things that school simply could
not offer our youngest daughter, particularly for 6th Form: she still wanted to board and
she still wanted a school offering good pastoral care and support, but she specifically
wanted: a much bigger peer group that was co-ed; she wanted a peer group from a more
balanced mix of social backgrounds, representing a genuine cross-section of UK society;
she wanted strong, competitive team sports and access to women’s cricket in particular;
she wanted to be in a CCF; and she wanted to study A Levels that weren’t on offer at her
old school (in particular Government & Politics and Photography). Wymondham College
offered her all of these things; and so much more.

are spot on; the sport (the range of sports on offer, the quality of the coaching, and the performance levels) is excellent;
the CCF is outstanding; and the pastoral care is excellent. Our daughter was welcomed into the school at 6th Form
without any prejudice against her as a ‘newbie’ – and was elected on to the Head Teacher’s Council (the equivalent of
prefect) in her second term. It’s a great school.
Colonel D C Wakefield OBE

If we had ‘known back then what we know now’, we would have moved our youngest daughter to Wymondham
College sooner; no reflection on the old school, just that Wymondham was right for her. In terms of value for money
of course State boarding is a no-brainer as you are only paying for the boarding element because it’s a State
school; which means that if you claim CEA you only pay 10% of the termly fees (with boarding fees in 6th Form
under £4,000 a term that’s you paying less than £400 a term) and no ‘top-ups’ to meet fees significantly above the
maximum CEA allowance, and if you find yourself no longer eligible for CEA (out of choice or necessity) while your
child is at the school then, as an Army family, you may still be able to afford to keep your child on. But of course it’s
not all about the money; like every parent you want the best for your children. And for us and our youngest daughter
Wymondham College has been just that. Our experience (and everyone’s will of course be different) has been that
State boarding at Wymondham College is fantastic: the academic education is excellent; the school’s core values
6
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On our initial visit to Wymondham we immediately saw that it was a great fit for our daughter.
The teachers, boarding staff and sixth form students we met were informative, polite and
welcoming and showed us around the school. We were impressed by the facilities and the
breadth of options for after school activities. Emma really enjoyed looking around and we
were all impressed by the boarding accommodation. This was the first time Emma would
board, having been through her entire school career moving with us, but we wanted a more
stable environment for her A-Level key stage of school. The staff at Wymondham understand
and respond to families in the Military really well. My daughter has really enjoyed her initial
two terms at Wymondham, even with the usual wobbles when ‘dropping off’, so much so
that her brother Sam will be joining her this year.
Flt Lt J Cox and Mrs K Cox
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What do our students say?
“As I come from a service family, the only constant that I had was my parents and my brother because of this I felt
like I needed to find a place for my A Levels where I didn’t have to worry about being moved midway through. We
looked at a few schools, but Wymondham was the one that not only I felt comfortable within, but my parents thought
was the best option for me. Wymondham is great for the academic side of things, its also good for social life. The
people you meet become your family away from family. They are so friendly and are always there for you. The staff
here look after us very well and seem to have a sixth sense of when we feel down and always help us feel better. I
have had so much more confidence since starting Wymondham college and am thoroughly enjoying myself here.”

leaving your comfort zone is one of the best ways to learn and improve as a person, moving school regularly feels a bit
like hitting the reset button every year. Also, particularly abroad, it’s always a gamble if a school nearby is high quality.
Boarding at Wymondham College has not only given me continuity of education, but a great life in general, especially
regarding friends and hobbies. I am grateful to be here.”
Ollie, Year 9

Emma, Year 12
“Being a RAF child can be hard, you have to move around a lot. Being a RAF child at Wymondham College, is
really good. There is cadets which teaches you all about the RAF. In RAF cadets you can learn how to: march,
solve problems, and even get to fly a real plane. Parents in the RAF have to go to different countries a lot for work;
teachers and matrons help you, and talk to you if you are sad about it. Being a RAF child at Wymondham College
is great.”
Harry, Year 9
“My Dad is in the army and, as you can imagine, this has significantly affected my life for as long as I can remember.
My family moves to a new place every 1-4 years, which is very exciting because I get to see a variety of different
locations. However, now that I am in secondary school, moving school several times could hurt my education and
personal happiness because it would mean I was constantly adjusting to new environments. Even though I believe
10
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How to Apply

How to Find us

Whilst there is a cycle to the year in Admissions, we warmly welcome applications to the
College at any time.
DEREHAM A47

The role of the External Relations Team is to look after the boarding candidates and
their families from the first point of contact to the time they join our community here at
Wymondham College.

NORWICH

WYMONDHAM

THETFORD A11

We understand that choosing a school is a big decision, and sometimes confusing, but
our experienced and approachable team will guide you through each step of the process,
answering any questions along the way.

A140

If you would like more information, or to arrange a visit, please do not hesitate to contact us at any time.
1.

NORWICH

1.

1.

CAMBRIDGE

LONDON

Mrs Constance Thompson, Head of External Relations
Wymondham College is close to major roads and rail routes.
Norwich International Airport offers connections via Amsterdam to
a full range of international destinations. London Stansted Airport,
with low-cost direct flights to locations across the UK and Europe,
is easily accessible by road or rail.

Tel: 01953 609000
Email: admissions@wymondhamcollege.org
Post: Wymondham College, Golf Links Road, Wymondham, Norfolk, NR18 9SZ
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