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Students are expected to show responsibility, self reliance and leadership. This is especially true in the Sixth Form where there is a
great deal of emphasis on developing students’ leadership potential. The Headteacher’s Council is an elected body of senior students
which works alongside the Student Council and House Councils to represent the student voice in the College. Whether you choose to
board or to come to the College as a day student, the experience will be second to none.

Headteacher’s Welcome
Welcome to Wymondham College; the highest performing state school in East Anglia with results that
consistently place us in the top 5% of state schools nationally. We are a unique community, made up of
students aged 11-18; boarders and day pupils and a team of highly skilled and dedicated academic and
support staff.
The Sixth Form at Wymondham College offers you one of the finest Post-16 experiences in the country.
It is a place that values academic excellence tremendously highly and which invests enormous care and
energy in making sure you leave your school life with outstanding opportunities ahead of you.

Whilst our prospectus gives a flavour of what makes Wymondham College such an amazing ’World Class School’, the best way to
experience it is to come and see for yourself. I look forward to welcoming you soon.

Mr Dan Browning
Headteacher

The two years you spend in the Sixth Form at Wymondham College will be among the best years of your
life and, year after year, students leave having achieved outstanding academic results and with the social
skills to face the world with confidence and thoughtfulness.
The Sixth Form is relentlessly focused on you and your future. A broad curriculum enables you to find
subjects that will inspire you, and an unmatched range of wider opportunities for personal development
means that you will always be busy.
Life in a dynamic community filled with like-minded peers, with many students joining the College in the
Sixth Form from other schools locally, nationally and internationally, ensures that terrific friendships become
central to your academic life.
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Assistant Headteacher’s Welcome
A very warm welcome to Wymondham College Sixth Form.
We are incredibly proud of all we have to offer you, from our record breaking results and our culture of
excellence, to our warm, supportive community. In approaching the next two pivotal years of your life, you
need to be in an environment that will challenge you, reward you and have the highest expectations so that
you thrive. We believe that Wymondham College will give you all of this and more.
Year after year our students achieve fantastic results, share exceptional experiences and build lifelong
friendships. Our high expectations and emphasis on a growth mindset for academic progress ensure we
offer the best possible holistic Sixth Form education available. We want you to fully immerse yourself in
College life, so that you make a difference and shape our unique community.
This prospectus offers a small insight into life in our unique Sixth Form. We hope it inspires you to join our
wonderful College community and we look forward to welcoming you.

Mrs Suzanne Hockley
Assistant Headteacher - Sixth Form
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Academic Excellence
The Sixth Form at Wymondham College is one of the most successful and dynamic in the
UK.
Our focus is on individual progress with an academic programme that is personalised to
each student with the opportunity for greater challenge or further support.
We provide a broad curriculum; offering over 25 courses from English Literature, Mathematics
and the Sciences through to Photography, Music, Spanish and Politics.
In addition, students have the opportunity to complete an Extended Project Qualification,
providing an independent in-depth study into an area of their choice.
We embrace the College’s Core Values of Pride, Passion and Positivity. See page 18 to read
about what these three words mean to us at the College.
You will have Progress Reviews every six weeks to track your current attainment against
targets and explore your commitment to our Core Values. In addition you will have an evening
where your parents/carers visit the College to talk to academic staff.
We expect you to become an independent student in the Sixth Form and the Sixth Form staff,
especially your tutor, will help you every step of the way.
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The Lincoln Lecture
The annual highlight of our visiting speakers programme is the Lincoln Lecture, which is a formal lecture usually delivered in
Lincoln Hall by a lecturer of national or international renown.
The lecturer does not just arrive to deliver the lecture – he or she spends the afternoon at the College and engages informally
with students too.

Exam Success
Over the last few years the success of our students in their A Level examinations has been outstanding. They have worked
incredibly hard and have gained superb individual and collective results.
This summer Wymondham College was delighted to announce a record breaking set of A Level results. 14% of entries were
awarded an A* and 38.5% of all grades were A*/A, with an overall pass mark of 99%. On the key government measure of
average points score per entry, the College has broken all previous records giving us the highest average point school in
Norfolk.
Additionally, a number of students secured Oxbridge places. The overwhelming majority of students have secured their first
choice university or apprenticeship destination.
In a typical year, Sixth Formers head off to around 70 different universities across the UK and overseas.
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Wymondham Life
Extra Curricular
If you are the kind of person who relishes the chance to be part of something special, to be
part of a team, or to take individual responsibility for an area of College life, this is the place
for you. There are unrivalled opportunities for you to be involved in making things happen
and in making a difference. We want to see you thrive; developing existing talents and finding
new ones.

Sixth Form and Leadership
At Wymondham we are proud of the fact that your time here is very much about your life as
well as your grades. In the Sixth Form we emphasise the development of leadership skills.
You may be elected by your peers to the Headteacher’s Council, or you may become a
Student Subject Leader. Lincoln House has its own Student Council, known as the JCR,
which oversees charity work, entertainments, an annual black tie ‘formal’ at Christmas and
other student led social events.
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Those of you who enjoy entrepreneurialism and business may work in the Year 12 Young Enterprise team, which often wins
prizes in regional competitions. If you enjoy Debating and Public Speaking the weekly meetings of the Sixth Form Debating
Society will give you the chance to develop expertise and enter national competitions. There is a plethora of societies initiated
by the student body including History, Jazz Band, Creative Writing, Medical, Dance, Sports and the newly formed Acapella
Singing Society.
The College’s multi award-winning annual magazine is largely written, edited and produced by Year 12 students, and there are
enormous opportunities to get involved. The College’s orchestras, bands and choirs also welcome student participation and
leadership. The College’s inter-house musical competition; the Mair Cup, is one of the great features of the College’s calendar.
The College Combined Cadet Force (CCF) also offers outstanding leadership and practical training opportunities with the Army
and RAF.

The Wider Community
Our students have strong links with our wider community. Many volunteer at primary schools and care homes and raise funds
to support local charities. Several students are also successful in achieving internships in many prestigious companies and
universities throughout East Anglia and the London area.
We are passionate about what we do, spirited in our endeavours, creative and dynamic, the pioneers of the future.

In addition, our long-standing relationships with many gap year providers, such as Project Trust, means that you will have many
opportunities to find out about ideas for international charitable work and travel if you take a year-out after Year 13.
Every year a number of students head off for gap year work in Africa, India or South Asia through links made in their time at the
Sixth Form. Students are also encouraged to apply for the ESU School Student Exchange Scheme and in recent years these
students have been successful in gaining free scholarships to study for a year at a top American boarding school.

Sport
To say that there is a lot of Sixth Form sport at Wymondham would hardly do the scale of the sporting life justice! Rugby, football,
hockey, netball, badminton, tennis, swimming, cricket, squash, athletics, cross-country, equestrianism, golf, weights training,
and cardio training all form a central element of students’ extra-curricular lives. The success the College enjoys across so many
of these areas is widely known and recognised not just across the County, where the College is consistently the most successful
school in Norfolk, but is also well-known across the East of England and even nationally.
With a site that covers 84 acres and some outstanding facilities, there is much for you to enjoy. While a lot of the sporting life is
clearly competitive, with many Sixth Formers representing the College in 1st or 2nd teams, recreational sport is also a vibrant
part of many Sixth Formers’ lives.

Internationalism
Internationalism is an important feature of Wymondham College, and Sixth Formers have the chance to be part of events
across the world involving our many partner schools. There is the chance to win a scholarship to study for a month in Argentina;
to travel to France to represent the College at L’Ecole de Pupilles de L’Air in Grenoble; to be part of the World Challenge trip to
Sri Lanka; to take part in the annual Sixth Form Ski trip to the Alps; or to venture far afield in pursuing your Duke of Edinburgh
Gold Award.
13

Sixth Form Prospectus | Wymondham Life

www.wymondhamcollege.org

www.wymondhamcollege.org

Sixth Form Prospectus | Wymondham Life

14

Our Campus
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Pastoral Care

Core Values

Independence is encouraged and cultivated through the remarkable care and support given to you from our staff, facilitating the
transition to adulthood. With more than 40 pastoral staff dedicated specifically to the Sixth Form, they steer the positive, caring
culture which is fundamental to your success and happiness.

A core value is a central belief, clearly understood and shared by every member of the College. Our three Core Values of PRIDE,
PASSION and POSITIVITY say something of our culture, our ethos and our priorities. As such, they help us to define the type of
College we strive to be. They speak also about the kind of young people we wish to send into the world.

Your Tutor is your first port of call for questions, concerns and advice as you journey through your Sixth Form career. You
meet with your Personal Tutor every day. Additionally, the Sixth Form Leadership Team plays a central role in all the academic
information, advice and guidance that is provided for you and is also at the heart of the support offered to day students and
boarders.

By PRIDE we mean that everyone
•
has a deep appreciation and respect for our heritage, our history and our unique boarding community
•
sets exceptional standards, celebrating personal successes and gleaning pleasure from the achievements of others
•
has a deep sense of loyalty and commitment to our community, to our Houses, to friendship groups and towards personal
journeys

There is also a large team providing wider pastoral and academic support. Teachers supervise boarders’ prep in the evenings
and are available for consultation and support each night. In addition, a team of recent young graduates, known as Lincoln
Fellows, live and work with you and enrich the academic life of the Sixth Form, helping you with preparation for your university
applications and offering advice and ideas.
Working in conjunction with the Sixth Form is the College’s Well-Being Team including both a mental health nurse and counsellor,
providing care and support for all students. We measure progress not only by exam results but also by the journey of children
into confident, happy and caring young people. Our Core Values of Pride, Passion and Positivity underpin our belief that the
quality of pastoral care is as valuable as the quality of teaching in the classroom.

“

“

The Sixth Form at Wymondham College is a special place to study. The facilities,
teaching and support for students’ well-being are truly outstanding. It is a pleasure
working here with so many focused students and such a dedicated staff.
- Mr Richard Smith, Head of Lincoln
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By PASSION we mean that everyone
•
is enthused and excited by learning, taking initiative and allowing others to do the same, so that every lesson counts
•
embraces the wealth of leadership and Wymondham Life activities on offer, so that growth continues both inside and outside
of the classroom
•
is afforded the opportunity to lead, drive and shape the community in which we all thrive
By POSITIVITY we mean that everyone
•
welcomes and embraces challenge, accepting that we are at our most productive when stretched
•
recognises that effort will lead to growth, that criticism can drive future success
•
will foster positive and collaborative relationships will all members of the community
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Boarding
Our boarders come from a wide range of backgrounds. The College’s outstanding reputation
means that we have students coming to us from all across the UK, Europe and elsewhere in
the world.
The exciting and unique blend of young people is one of the many reasons why Wymondham
College is a dynamic, successful and fascinating place to be. However, our true strength and
uniqueness comes from boarding which forms the very essence of College life.
Wymondham College has always been a fully co-educational school and since the 1970s we
have had mixed boarding houses. This means that whilst sleeping accommodation is entirely
separate, boys and girls mix naturally in our social and work areas.
Another key aspect of boarding at Wymondham College is the mix and range of staff who
are available to support and guide our boarders. The plethora of trained and experienced
staff dedicated simply to boarding in each House far exceed the national minimum guidelines
established for boarding schools. Teaching and non-teaching staff willingly give up their time in
the evenings and weekends, with teaching staff recognising the great benefits boarding brings
to in the classroom.
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Our Unique Heritage
Wymondham College was established in 1951 on the site of a wartime US Air Force Hospital.
The College continued to be housed in wartime Nissen huts until the 1990s. Only one Nissen
hut remains, our Chapel, which is at the heart of the College. We are proud of our links with
the United States and a Heritage Trail around the campus tells students and visitors the story
of the development of the site before, during and after the war. We remember the sacrifice
of those who fought and fell during the Second World War and who sadly lost their lives in
the 231st United States Air Force military hospital (1943-45) during our Remembrance Day
service and wreath laying ceremony. This is held at our war memorial and is attended by our
own Combined Cadet Force and a Senior member of the US military.
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Wymondham College was the brain child of Sir Lincoln Ralphs (Chief Education Officer, Norfolk County Council 1950-1974).
His vision to build a state boarding school with exceptionally high academic standards, that also provides a huge range of
opportunities, remains the central aim of the College to this day. We continue to have a close friendship with the Ralphs family
that this is celebrated in our annual Founders’ Day Service.

“

Our Community
You come to us with a wide range of skills, talents and enthusiasms – many of which you don’t yet know about. The College’s
taught curriculum and the extra-curricular programme (Wymondham Life) are designed to give you every opportunity to develop
creativity, refine skills and express unique views of the world around us.
The College is non-denominational and a broad Christian ethos is fostered in all aspects of our work. An Anglican Chaplain and
services in our Chapel have a central place in College life.

Floreat Sapientia.
Let knowledge, faith and courtesy
Our triple inspiration be,
That we may say with constancy
Floreat Sapientia

“

We actively encourage former students to play a role in the development of current students, sharing their knowledge and
experiences with younger generations. With their genuine affection, pride and enthusiasm, our ‘Old Wymondhamians’ are
delighted to return to the College, reminiscing on a past life and willing to give something back to the place which, for so many,
influenced and shaped them.
As you would expect, Wymondham College is ambitious for its future and appreciates the need to constantly develop the campus
and invest wisely for future generations. The Wymondham College Trust is committed to supporting these developments
through raising funds for capital projects whilst supporting individual students with bursaries.

Wymondham College song, Sir Lincoln Ralphs, 1951

Plan of The Peter Rout Centre
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Our Facilities
We have a spectacular 83 acre site which includes extensive sports pitches, a flood lit AstroTurf,
new tennis courts, an indoor swimming pool, modern classroom buildings and specialist teaching
spaces, five main school boarding houses and Lincoln Hall (winner of the South Norfolk award
for Design Excellence 2008). Our Sixth Form centre is home to 400 Post-16 day and boarding
students. In 2018 building work will begin on a new £2.4million Maths and SEN building which
includes a lecture theatre. By 2021 we hope to build a new state of the art Cricket Pavilion in
time for the 70th anniversary of the College.
In Lincoln House, our Sixth Form House (the largest boarding house in Europe with 222 dorms)
we have a separate refectory exclusively for Year 12 and 13 students, two large common rooms
with surround sound, a games room with table tennis, table football and an electronic dart
board. Our many study spaces including student dormitories, computer suite and reading room
are open throughout the day and evening. Our boarding students have common rooms with Sky
TV, gym equipment and kitchen facilities. Our medical centre is open to all students around
the clock and in addition we have two specialist professionals and a dedicated Attendance and
Welfare Officer to support the wellbeing of our students.
We are the founding school of the Sapientia Education Trust (SET). SET have been granted
funding to build a new Primary Free School on the Wymondham College site that will give us
the opportunity to educate children from age 5 through to 18. Our new Primary School will also
offer boarding places for Year 5 and 6 students and we hope that this will be open in September
2020.
.
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How to Apply
To apply for a boarding or day place at Wymondham College please visit our ‘Admissions’
section on our website www.wymondhamcollege.org
Alternatively you can contact our Admissions team by phone, email or post. They will guide
you through your application process.
Tel: 01953 609000
Email: admissions@wymondhamcollege.org
Post: Wymondham College, Golf Links Road, Wymondham, Norfolk, NR18 9SZ
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To Morley Village

Main Entrance
9. English, Humanities & Drama
1. Reception
10. Combined Cadet Force
2 & 3. Lincoln Sixth Form Centre
11. Estates Yard
4. Peel Hall
12. Kett Hall
5. Fry Hall
13. Memorial
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6. Cavell Hall Sixth Form Prospectus
| How
14. Staff Room, SLT Offices &
7. Pond
College Office
8. Design Technology, Art & ICT
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15.
16.
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Well Being Centre
Staff Houses
Medical Centre

21. Peter Rout Centre
(opening late 2018)
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26. Water Tower
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33. Pavilion
The International Centre
34. College House
PSA Shop
35. Sapientia Education Trust
Sports Centre & Swimming Pool
Central Offices
Tennis Courts
Astro Turf
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Wymondham College is close to major roads and rail routes.
Norwich International Airport offers connections via Amsterdam to
a full range of international destinations. London Stansted Airport,
with low cost direct flights to locations across the UK and Europe,
is easily accessible by road or rail.

Sixth Form Prospectus | How to Find us

30

Wymondham College
Golf Links Road, Wymondham, Norfolk, NR18 9SZ
Tel. 01953 609000
Fax. 01953 603313
Email: enquiries@wymondhamcollege.org
Web: www.wymondhamcollege.org

