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Hockey
Under 12s (Left)

Another busy hockey season with more to come next term.
The U12 & U13s have been working hard in training, learning
new skills and getting to know how each other plays. The
U12s had a great match against Culford with Libby Ong and
Niamh Rushton in particular, showcasing their talent in a 5-2
win.
The U13s have a wealth of talent but things have not quite clicked at times and there is plenty to
work on before their area tournament next term. They have, however, scored 17 goals this season
between the A & B teams and suffered just 3 losses. A lovely group of girls who display enthusiasm
and a desire to succeed. Several of the original B team have produced performances which will
make selection very difficult for next season. Layla Ward has taken on board all the advice offered
to her and has shown most progress

Under 13 A Team

Under 13 B Team

The U14s have shown great improvement and never fail to disappoint with their determination on
the pitch. They have had a mixed season, winning all their midweek league matches but finding the
opposition tougher on Saturdays, however they still secured a couple of wins against RHS and
Woodbridge. Abby Balding and Tilly Dodds have been immense in defence whilst Rosie Smith and
Evie Marlee have dominated in attack. Emily Blanchfield has worked tirelessly and has shown great
improvement.
It has been a quieter season for the U15s with no league matches for this age group. This has not
hampered their enthusiasm to train though. The few matches played were always going to be tough,
but they certainly didn’t let themselves down. They too will have their area tournament next term.
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Sofia Kazimierczak should be commended for her amazing work ethic and all-round positive attitude
this season.
The U16s have enjoyed training with the 1st XI this season. They too have performed well during
midweek matches narrowly losing just one league match in the pouring rain. A few players have
been called up to make their debut for the 1st XI with Flori Smith and Lottie Gribbon never looking
out of place. Worthy of a mention too are Tilly Banks, Olivia Dean and Jade Popoola who have
shown commitment to both training and fixtures.

Under 16s

1st XI Team

On reflection, with 2 wins, 2 draws, 2 losses, 15 goals and a 3rd place in the county round of the
national cup, it has been a season of near misses for the talented 1st XI girls. After a slow start,
things picked up with wins against Kings Ely and Norwich 2’s. We welcomed new faces to the
College to add to the strength of our established squad. Lottie Adams was a force to be reckoned
with up front alongside Harriet Marlee. Thea Dawson and Alice Wiseman caused havoc for the
opposition in midfield with the dynamo that is Ella Dye and captain Emma Bambridge controlled her
defence admirably. Amelia Anema has grown in confidence with every match and has shown great
improvement. Next season looks very promising for this young squad.
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Rugby
The Year 7 boys' rugby team who went undefeated during 7 matches at the Norfolk Emerging
schools’ tournament, only conceded one try all day! Pride, Passion and Positivity shown throughout
the day.
On a cold November Monday the Year 7’s hosted CNS A and B teams. It was great to see so many
new players from both schools out on the park enjoying Rugby. Wymondham College won both
fixtures, 8-2 and 6-2 respectively, but the highlight of the day was the sportsmanship shown after
the fixtures (even the team mascot Ted got involved!).

Year 7 A and B Rugby teams
The 2nd XV played their first game in the last two years against Reepham High School. After a large
influx of external students and good numbers at training, the 2 nd XV walked away 19-0 winners.
Nikoli and Abubaker proved that their first game of rugby wouldn’t be their last after several strong
carries and gaining a lot of yards in attack.
The Year 9 Rugby side have had a particularly busy season with their domestic fixtures and those
played in Dubai on the October half term tour. They finished off the season with a resounding 53-17
win over Langley. This followed on from wins against Gresham’s and Langley in the County Cup
tournament before losing closely 17-14 to Norwich in the final.
The U13 Rugby side the U13 rugby team, performed well against a strong Norwich School.
Displaying a tremendous defensive effort, the side won by 5 tries to 3.

Tel: 01953 609000 | Fax: 01953 603313 | Email: enquiries@wymondhamcollege.org |
Web: www.wymondhamcollege.org | Facebook: Wymondham College | Twitter: @wymondhamcol

Merry Christmas from Wymondham College

December 2019 | Edition Five

Year 8 v Norwich School

Year 9 Rugby A Team

The Year 9 rugby teams have played some excellent rugby this term and their commitment to
training has been outstanding. The A team have beaten Wisbech, Culford and Langley in their
Saturday fixtures, but the highlight of the season was at the Norfolk County Cup finals night, under
lights at Wymondham RFC, where they beat Langley and Greshams in tight matches, on the way
to the final against Norwich School. During the final the boys lead 14-10 until the final play of the
game when Norwich managed to score, to win 17-14. Player of the season is Luca Fogg, who has
shown his versatility by playing hooker, flanker and centre and captain Freddie Snary has been a
class act at fly half. Forwards Richard Ward, Ed Leary, Oli Wilman and Sam Gowing have carried
the ball well, tackled hard and cleared the rucks, while Henry Nanka-Bruce, Louie Burkett, Jeremy
Parsons and Tom Haime have shown their pace and skills in the backs. The most improved player
is Jorge De Pablo Yanguez, who has joined us from Spain, having never played rugby before, and
is now a regular A team player.

Year 9 B Team
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The Year 9 B team have had several tough matches in the Norfolk County Bowl competition against
local high schools’ A teams. They narrowly lost to Notre Dame and Aylsham but had a strong win
against Fakenham. They will find out in the new year if they go through to the Bowl or Plate knock
out stages. A number of the B team players have forced their way into the A team squad through
their strong performances and commitment to training. These include Malachi Wright, Luke Walker,
James Ferguson, Andrew and Aaron Appiah, Alex Watling, Jack Kerridge, Tom Hopkinson and
Jorge. B team player of the season is Luke Walker with is strong running and hard tackling. Most
improved player is Paul Macharia, who also joined us this year having not played rugby before but
has made a big impact this term.
It has been a busy season for the U15 Rugby side. They kicked off the season with a resounding
67-7 victory over CNS in the National Cup and followed up with a second-round victory over Thomas
Mills. This set them up for a third-round tie against Ipswich School. Showing great fortitude and
resilience in the tie the side were unfortunate to lose 7-24. They bounced back from this defeat with
wins against Gresham’s’ 59-26, Culford 52-7 and Langley 47-14. Their most impressive
performance was under the floodlights of Wymondham Rugby Club against Norwich School. Having
fallen behind to 2 early tries the team rallied to take a 14-10 lead in the second half. Unfortunately,
a last minute try by the opposition denied them a victory by 15-14. The most improved player has
been Felix Simonnet who has shown his versatility in the front row and displayed dynamism on the
field. It is difficult to highlight one single player of the season as many have performed so well.
However outstanding contributions have come from Peace Joshua as hooker, Semi Adewole and
Joe Hughes on the flanks and Lewis Preston at 8. In the backs there has been a battle for the scrum
half position between Harvey Davies and Joe Edwards which has caused both to constantly raise
their game. Alfie Green has made a great impact on the wing while Jaden Jonson has shown great
defensive skills and attacking flair at 13. The College B team have also performed admirably well
starting the season off with a defeat to Wisbech they bounced back to beat Gresham’s’ 12-5. On
the same day the U15 C team produced some outstanding tackles and runs in what for many was
their first competitive game of Rugby to beat Gresham’s c 43-12.

U15 A v Langley
School
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U15 V Greshams School

2nd XV v Reepham

After a large influx of external students and good numbers at training, the 2 nd XV turned out against
Reepham High School and walked away 19-0 winners. Nikoli and Abubaker proved that their first
game of rugby wouldn’t be their last after several strong carries and gaining a lot of yards in attack
1st XV v Langley
It has been an up and down season
for the 1st XV. As they have moved
from game to game they have
shown
lots
of
improvement
individually and as a group. A defeat
to Saffron Walden by one point was
probably their best performance of
the season and it was a fixture they
were unfortunate to lose. Coaches
player of the season has been Joe
Smith, for his ability to play anywhere in the pack and Sam Gant has been player of the season for
his defensive attributes and ability to break the game up. Congratulations to year 11 students Monty
Snary and Sean Gachara for earning their first team ties also to Sam Gant, Ryan Taafe Fowle , Ben
Palmer and Ben Kimbugwe who have all been selected for Eastern Counties. Our year 13 students
played their final fixture of Rugby for the college against Langley. They have shown outstanding
commitment to training and fixtures over the past 2 or 7 years and we wish them all the best for the
future.
Girls rugby has continued to feature as an extracurricular option for both U13 and U15 Girls. The
student’s skills, confidence and understanding of the game have come a long way since last year.
Several of the girls have joined Wymondham rugby club and represented them in recent features.
The U15s have played in an area tournament finishing 2nd as well as playing a close match against
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Thetford, narrowly losing 10-5. A return leg under flood flights is scheduled for the new year. The
U13s will be playing their first games against Attleborough, Thetford and Wymondham High also in
the new year.

Netball
We have had a very busy term with netball matches throughout all age-groups including an amazing
tour in Dubai during October half-term.
The Year 11’s & Year 9’s have had an exceptional season, each playing 5 local schools from South
Norfolk, where both age groups came away as undefeated winners in their respective leagues. Both
teams each scoring nearly 200 goals in total with their nearest rivals scoring around 60 – quite some
achievement.
The Year 10’s & Year 8’s have played some friendly matches in preparation for their busy season
next term. They both had convincing wins against Wymondham High School with Players of the
Match being Liv Rigney and Anna Wayne.
The Year 7 Netball team look set to have a
good term of Netball. The numbers at club
and the standard of girls has meant we were
able to put out an A & B team in the recent
area tournament, where the girls finished 2nd
and 5th respectively. The strength of the
shooting in the D from Millie Hopkinson,
Freya Simmonds and Niamh Rushton will
hopefully make the team a force to be
reckoned with next term.

The Year 11’s & Year 9’s both played in the South
Norfolk Area Tournament at Attleborough High
School, winning all their games in both age-groups
meant they joined the 1st Team at the National
Schools County Netball Finals held at the
University of East Anglia on 21st and 23rd
November. All 3 teams did exceptionally well in the
group rounds, and all went on to the semi-finals. It
was heart-breaking to see all teams losing, two
teams by only one goal and missing out on getting through to the Regional Finals, all coming a
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commendable 3rd. Some very talented players gave their all, but it just wasn’t Wymondham
College’s turn this year. We were fortunate to welcome new players to the U19’s Ruby Thrower,
Kiera Smith, Amelia Anema & Sofia Spence, who added strength at both the attacking and defensive
ends. The Year 11 players as usual were all strong but congratulations to Star Funchal & Sophie
Fisher who stepped up to play for the U16s, along with Sophie Hammer who put in an outstanding
performance throughout the whole tournament in several positions. For the Year 9s, newcomers
Caitlyn Hernon and Poppy Jeffery proved to be a newly created strong defence with Evie Marlee
consistently controlling the centre court play in all matches.

It has been great to see the consistent
large number of girls attending afterschool clubs we hope this continues in
the next term.
In October half-term we had a fantastic
opportunity where 20 girls were able to
play Netball on the College Tour of
Dubai. We had 3 fixtures in two
different age groups and in 32 degrees
heat the girls found playing Netball a
slight challenge to say the least. We
played some challenging matches
against some very strong opposition and although the wins eluded us on this occasion, the
experience is one which we will never forget. Thanks, must go to Ms Hall, Mrs Anema and Mrs
Franklin-Brown for arranging and accompanying the teams on the tour.
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Swimming
Although there were no new records in the Boys Inter House Swimming Gala, all swimmers in
each of the events showed great commitment to compete and attain points for their houses. The
individual winners in each year group were;
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Seniors

New Hall
Cavell Hall
Cavell Hall
Cavell Hall
Cavell Hall

Combining the scores for each year resulted in Cavell becoming the winners by the slightest of a
2-point margin from New Hall.

Football
It has been a busy term for football fixtures with National Cup competitions, County Cup competitions
and some S Norfolk League fixtures.
The Year 7 side started the season off with a fixture against Local rivals Wymondham High. In their
first experience of playing together it was clear despite the 4-1 defeat that with more time and games
the team could become more cohesive. Their second fixture was in the National Cup against Sir
Thomas Mills coming back from 2-0 they ended 2-2 at full time and won the tie-on penalties. This
remarkable resilience was later evident in the County cup where once again turning around 2 goals
behind they rallied to win 3-2 over Heathersett. A second round National Cup victory over Hartismere
7-3 was recorded followed by a 7-1 win over Felixstowe Academy before defeat to a strong Thorpe
side in the fourth round. There has also been a 3-3 draw against Neatherd.

Year 7 A Team

Year 7 B Team
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The Year 9 football team have had a busy term with matches in the South Norfolk League, County
Cup and English Schools FA Cup. The team has been strengthened with some new players joining
the College: Jorge de Pablo Yanguez in goal, Moses Okechukwu and David Nwanonye in midfield.
The term started with wins in the South Norfolk League against Wymondham High school and
Dereham Neatherd, where Malachi Wright and Aaron Appiah both scored hattricks in the 9-0 win.
Next up was the 1st round of the ESFA Cup and another 9-0 win against Benjamin Britten school in
Lowestoft, Aaron scoring a 2nd hattrick. The 2nd round of the cup was against local rivals Hethersett
Academy. On a muddy pitch the team produced a strong performance to win 5-3, goals from Malachi
(2), Moses (2) and captain Luca Fogg.
Sadly, the cup runs came to an abrupt halt after that. The team travelled all the way to Harwich in
the ESFA cup 3rd round and lost on penalties, in the dark. The next day they played North Walsham
in the Norfolk Cup and lost 4-3 in extra time. I am sure the team will feel that the results could easily
have gone the other way with 2 wins, but it was not meant to be.
The 1st X1 started the season off with a 1-1 draw against Norwich School, who they beat later in
the term 8-1 which shows the progress they have made now that they have got more experience
playing together. A further victory was recorded over Thurston 5-2 in the second round of the
National Cup before defeat to Impington in the third round.

Year 9 Football Team

1st XI Football Team v Norwich School

The turnout at club for Girls football this year has been phenomenal, with a minimum of 20 girls in
both the U13 and U15 age groups turning up every week.
Sara Zamparini in Year 12 has given up her Monday
evenings to help train the U13s. Sara has passed on her
knowledge and experience to the younger girls and I look
forward to seeing them in action over the next term. The
U15’s have had 3 games and secured 1 win, 1 draw and 1
loss and we look forward to the return legs next term.
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This term we also had Danielle Evans, a Miss GB Contestant visit the College to talk to the girls who
play football, cricket and rugby. Danielle is running a campaign called ‘Try Me’ geared at getting
girls into Rugby and other less ‘traditional’ girls sports and breaking down barriers and stereotypes
that girls face in sport. It was great to be asked to get involved with this campaign and the girls
responded really well to her talk and had lots of good questions.
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