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Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 12 Art Current Curriculum Allocation: 11 hours per fortnight 
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To build on students skills gained through 

GCSE and transition to A Level. Students 

work with the teacher who mentors them to 

develop individual and expressive projects. 

Students are developing and refining their 

work and more time is spent on conceptual 

ideas and the importance of concepts in Art. 

To enable students to start to develop their 

own creative voice. 

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

The topics all follow the same theme and 

from them develop an individual focus. 

Emphasis is on independence, commitment 

and work ethic. Students expand and 

develop their skills and knowledge of artists, 

materials and techniques. 

The course is linear with GCSE so all 

previous knowledge of sketchbook work is 

directly relevant. 

 

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

Focus on filling an gaps in knowledge and 

all techniques, skills and work feeds directly 

into the Year 13 course. Year 12 Project 1 is 

the transition project where we hone skills 

and techniques. This allows a great focus on 

ideas and concepts in Year 13. 

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

Consideration of post-A-level options and 

what skills are necessary for a successful 

future (with a particular emphasis on Art and 

Design based careers or Higher Education 

options), consideration of the A-level 

course criteria and what skills are necessary 

to achieve well in those qualifications,  

Subject network discussions, experience of 

developing and teaching art at a variety of 

schools, evaluating and collaborating with 

the department to review work and 

curriculum as part of our departmental 

meetings. 

 

What are the topics? 

We use previous themes set by the exam 

board for example “real and artificial” this 

gets students familiar with the kind of 

themes set by Edexcel. 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Each student is potentially doing something 

completely different so skills and knowledge 

are tailored to the individual projects. This 

allows for each student to have teaching that 

is appropriate to their skill level and allows a 

high level of personalisation and choice. 

This leads to exciting and individual artwork 

that showcases a range of topics and skills. 

All students follow the same basic course 

structure but their work will be based on 

different artists and go in completely 

different directions. 

All students work to the assessment 

objectives as laid out by Edexcel. 

 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

Edexcel exemplars 

Previous sketchbook examples of different 

grades 

Edexcel Mark sheets 

As a department we have collaborated as a 

team to develop resources and materials for 

the projects. This includes exemplars and 

practical examples from previous years, 

PowerPoints, handouts, visual resources, 

differentiated materials. We have created a 

bank of these within the department. We 

have a library of Art books and visual 

resources, and use virtual galleries and films 

where appropriate. 

Trips to Galleries in London 

Year 12 Cromer Trip 

 

COVID ADAPTATIONS: 

In order to keep the curriculum as thorough 

as possible the following adaptations were 

made for the curriculum: 

• Materials: using salt dough instead 

of clay. Being 

flexible and allowing students to use 

coloured pens rather than paint 

for example. 

• Powerpoints to support learning for 

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics? 

Two Projects annually including 

sketchbooks and final pieces. 

 

When are opportunities for revision built 

in? 

Students develop and refine their 

techniques, knowledge and understanding. 

The visual elements are explored in a 

practical and written analytical way. 

Students take part in a Year 12 mock exam 

which is an exact replica of the final exam in 

terms of time and preparation. This allows 

them to learn from any mistakes and 

progress. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way? 

We use the previous exam themes for 

students to get used to the type of titles 

Edexcel set. The sketchbooks are 

sequenced in a logical way: 

• Research/Investigation; exploring 

the theme 

• Responding to the work of artists 

• Observational work 

• Using all this information develop 

ideas and concepts 

• Analyse and Evaluate your work 

• Experiment with a wide range of 

materials and techniques 

• Produce a final piece of work in the 

exam 

What does assessment look like? 

Department feedback sheets 

  A Level Assessment Sheets 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

There are lots of opportunities for sharing 

successful, positive assessment withing the 

class. Verbal feedback forms a large part of 

this. Individual and whole class evaluation 

takes place in most lessons. Students are 

encouraged to develop the analytical skills 

to assess their own work and progress. 

 

How is feedback given? 

Written comments. peer and self 

assessment, verbal feedback. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

Edexcel for their complexity and depth of 

links to history of Art. Leading directly from 

the GCSE syllabus allows development of 

knowledge, skills and understanding and 

helps with continuity. Strong ties within the 

department to Edexcel has given useful 

insight to their procedures and ethos – Rory 

McShane has worked for them for several 

years. 

 

each topic 

with instructions for techniques. 

• Using the visuliasers to record 

demonstrations and do live 

demos. This was critical for 

students who are in a different 

time zone. 

• Prep put on hold 

• Students to upload photos of their 

work on Teams 

• When out of lockdown curriculum 

ran as normal as we 

bubbled sets of materials 

for students. 

• Teams meetings to do live book 

reviews. 

• Year 12 SOW refined and 

developed to include techniques 

that students missed in Year 11. 

 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Essential with students completing a 

minimum of two hours per week to achieve 

a Grade C. Prep is personalised and 

students are able to access the department 

during study and after school. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

By this stage students have all the skills to 

work independently and experimentally. We 

encourage individual and independent 

thought and are there in a supportive role 

with minimal guidance. The curriculum this 

year is to facilitate individual creativity and 

for students to fully develop their artistic 

voice as a life-long love of the Arts. 

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12? 

We use the previous exam themes for 

students to get used to the type of titles 

Edexcel set. The sketchbooks are 

sequenced in a logical way: 

• Research/Investigation; exploring 

the theme 

• Responding to the work of artists 

• Observational work 

• Using all this information develop 

ideas and concepts 

• Analyse and Evaluate your work 

• Experiment with a wide range of 

materials and techniques 

• Produce a final piece of work in the 

exam 

It is the same structure for all the topics in 

Year 12 and 13. We always use the theme 

of  “…isms” for the third coursework project 

as it is ideal theme for the personal study 

which is completed this term. 

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

Consideration of post-A-level options and 

what skills are necessary for a successful 

future (with a particular emphasis on Art and 

Design based careers or Higher Education 

options), consideration of the A-level 

course criteria and what skills are necessary 

to achieve well in those qualifications,  

Subject network discussions, experience of 

developing and teaching art at a variety of 

schools, evaluating and collaborating with 

the department to review work and 

curriculum as part of our departmental 

meetings. 

What are the topics? 

“..isms.” Exam board sets the exam theme. 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Each student is potentially doing something 

completely different so skills and 

knowledge are tailored to the individual 

projects. This allows for each student to 

have teaching that is appropriate to their 

skill level and allows a high level of 

personalisation and choice. This leads to 

exciting and individual artwork that 

showcases a range of topics and skills. 

All students follow the same basic course 

structure but their work will be based on 

different artists and go in completely 

different directions. 

All students work to the assessment  

objectives as laid out by Edexcel. 

 

What textbooks/supporting materials 

are used? 

Edexcel exemplars 

Previous sketchbook examples of different 

grades 

Edexcel Mark sheets 

As a department we have collaborated as a 

team to develop resources and materials 

for the projects. This includes exemplars 

and practical examples from previous 

years, PowerPoints, handouts, visual 

resources, differentiation materials. We 

have created a bank of these within the 

department. We have a library of Art books 

and visual resources, and use virtual 

galleries and films where appropriate. 

Trips to Galleries in London 

 

COVID ADAPTATIONS: 

In order to keep the curriculum as thorough 

as possible the following adaptations were 

made for the curriculum: 

• Materials: using salt dough instead 

of clay. Being 

flexible and allowing students to 

use coloured pens rather than paint 

for example. 

• Powerpoints to support learning for 

each topic 

with instructions for techniques. 

• Using the visuliasers to record 

How is this year of study organised in the 

run up to exams? 

The project for the Mock Exam runs from 

September to December, allowing enough 

time for students to complete their 

sketchbook work and be prepared for the 

three day practical exam. 

Trip to London the week after the exam 

paper is released maximises the research 

opportunities for students. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way? 

We use the previous exam themes for 

students to get used to the type of titles 

Edexcel set. The sketchbooks are 

sequenced in a logical way: 

• Research/Investigation; exploring 

the theme 

• Responding to the work of artists 

• Observational work 

• Using all this information develop 

ideas and concepts 

• Analyse and Evaluate your work 

• Experiment with a wide range of 

materials and techniques 

• Produce a final piece of work in the  

• exam 

 

What does assessment look like? 

Department feedback sheets 

A Level Assessment Sheets 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

There are lots of opportunities for sharing 

successful, positive assessment within the 

class. Verbal feedback forms a large part of 

this. Individual and whole class evaluation 

takes place in most lessons. Students are 

encouraged to develop the analytical skills 

to assess their own work and progress. 

 

How is feedback given? 

Written comments 

Peer and Self assessment 

Verbal Feedback 

 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Essential with students completing a 

minimum of two hours per week to achieve 



5 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 Art Current Curriculum Allocation: 11 hours per fortnight 
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

By this stage students have all the skills to 

work independently and experimentally. We 

encourage individual and independent 

thought and are there in a supportive role 

with minimal guidance. The curriculum this 

year is to facilitate individual creativity and 

for students to fully develop their artistic 

voice as a life-long love of the Arts. 

 

demonstrations and do live 

demos. This was critical for 

students who are in a different 

time zone. 

• Prep put on hold 

• Students to upload photos of their 

work on Teams 

• When out of lockdown curriculum 

ran as normal as we 

bubbled sets of materials 

for students. 

• Teams meetings to do live book 

reviews. 

• Evidence for assessment objectives 

to come from a variety of projects 

including the Year 12 ones. 

• More individual support for students 

than is normally necessary at this 

stage. 

 

a Grade C. Prep is personalised and 

students are able to access the department 

during study and after school. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

There is no pre-requisite to have studied 

GCSE Business before beginning the A-

Level and so, often, we are introducing the 

subject as a whole. Whilst students 

can draw on their knowledge as a consumer 

and through news/current affairs to get 

started, our aim is to develop knowledge 

and understanding of fundamental business 

content on which the course is based, start 

to build the skills of application, analysis and 

evaluation, and to develop independent 

learning skills and strategies.  

 

We begin with a basic introduction to 

Business - ‘What is Business?’ -  as 

this  gives all candidates an overview of 

what a business is, how they function and 

how you start one. Short term, operational 

considerations are covered in Year 12 – very 

much what an entrepreneur would consider 

when starting a business. 

 

The topics we cover in Year  12 feed into the 

topics covered in Year 13. Initially we look at 

decision-making within the individual 

functions of a business (HR, marketing, 

operations and finance) before developing 

this to cover strategic decision-making for 

established businesses in global contexts in 

Year 13.  Throughout the course, we 

also relate the learning to the students as 

consumers, workers and potential business 

owners – looking at the topics from different 

perspectives. 

 

The specification and resources available 

heavily influenced our decision to offer AQA 

A-Level Business. Sample examination 

papers, exciting lesson resources, online 

forums and the student's easy-to-use 

textbook played an important role in 

selecting our exam board.  

 

Please see the separate Word and 

PowerPoint documents for a full breakdown 

of the topic covered in Year 12 with 

the expected learning outcomes.  

Our course textbook for Year 12 is AQA A-

Level Business For A-Level Year 1 and 

AS by Malcolm Surridge and Andrew 

Gillespie. 

 

Many students also find the AQA A-Level 

Business  CGP revision guide useful as 

well as www.tutor2u.net  

The Business exams will measure how 

students have achieved the following 

assessment objectives: 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of terms, 

concepts, theories, methods and models to 

show an 

understanding of how individuals and 

organisations are affected by and respond 

to business issues. 

AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding 

to various business contexts to show how 

individuals and 

organisations are affected by and respond 

to issues. 

AO3: Analyse issues within business, 

showing an understanding of the impact on 

individuals and 

organisations of external and internal 

influences. 

AO4: Evaluate quantitative and qualitative 

information to make informed judgements 

and propose 

evidence-based solutions to business 

issues. 

 

In Year 12, we focus on A01, A02, A03 and 

A04 (up to 16-mark questions). 

This year, students studying Geography 

and/or Economics often begin to make links 

– seeing some cross over in the concepts 

taught.  

 

We often find that many A-Level 

students have 

not studied Business previously and so we 

are mindful that we should not expect any 

prior knowledge.  

Units are sequenced in order to build on 

prior learning and skills – for example, 

covering the value of using quantitative and 

qualitative data in your decision making 

before moving on to more challenging topics 

which encourage students to consider the 

best way to a manage change within the 

organisation and what problems they might 

face.  

 

We also draw on the learning that has taken 

place in prior units because elements of 

each topic are interrelated – many extended 

response questions expect students to draw 

on different areas of the specification. 

We have developed BMQs (Business 

memory questions) at the start of each 

lesson, 

which students have suggested  they find 

useful to aid their recall.  In Year 12, we also 

introduce practice exam questions to revisit 

examination skills. We have found this has 

been a great support for our SENd 

candidates, to address misconceptions and 

to recover content taught during periods of 

school closure.   

Within our scheme of work, we allow 

students to have a one-hour consolidation 

lesson before each assessment.  

 

As a guide, members of staff display 

5 useful revision activities for students to 

select if they wish. This allows our SENd 

and lower achieving candidates to both 

revisit individual topics and practice the skill 

of revising before sitting an assessment.  

At the end of each individual topic students 

will be asked to answer knowledge check 

questions (up to 4 marks).  At the end 

of each unit (as well as halfway through 

larger units) students will sit an assessment 

consisting of a a selection of 2-, 4-, 6-, 9-, 

12- and 16-mark 

questions. Connective sheets and writing 

frames are provided. 

Green-pen activities are planned 

http://www.tutor2u.net/
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

into curriculum time.  

Prep will be set to develop students’ 

knowledge and skills. For example, we 

might ask that students research 

a small part of a topic for their next lesson, 

create a starter activity for the group based 

on the previous lesson, test themselves 

with a key term spelling challenge, complete 

a glossary for the unit they are working 

through or it could be practising their 

analytical and evaluation skills by 

answering a question on a well-

known business. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

The purpose of this year is build on learning 

from Year 12 to prepare students for future 

study or work in an associated field and to 

allow all students to be able to hold 

informed discussions and make appropriate 

decisions about business activity that affect 

their everyday lives.   

 

Many of the topics covered in Year 12 

underpin the content taught in Year 13. This 

year, we move on to looking at strategic 

considerations. We begin with analysing the 

strategic position of a business and then 

moves on to choosing strategic direction and 

the methods of doing this and then 

considers how strategic change can be 

managed and where problems can occur. 

 

We consider Business to be one of the most 

relevant subjects students can 

study.  Regardless of students’ 

career choices, they will be affected by and 

will affect the business activity.  This course 

provides students the opportunity to have a 

better understanding of the  economy 

and making informed decisions within a 

business context.  They will also be able to 

use their analytical, evaluative 

and quantitative skills in a whole host of 

different contexts. 

 

The specification and resources available 

heavily influenced our decision to offer AQA 

A-Level Business. Sample examination 

papers, exciting lesson resources, 

online forums and the student's easy-to-use 

textbook played an important role in 

selecting our exam board.  

 

Please see the separate Word 

and PowerPoint documents for a 

full breakdown of the topic covered in 

Year 13 with 

the expected learning outcomes.  

Our course textbook for Year 13 is AQA A-

Level Business For A-

Level by Malcolm Surridge and Andrew 

Gillespie. 

 

Many students also find the AQA A-

Level Business  CGP revision guide useful 

as well as www.tutor2u.net  

The Business exams will measure 

how students have achieved the following 

assessment objectives: 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of terms, 

concepts, theories, methods and models to 

show an 

understanding of how individuals and 

organisations are affected by and respond 

to business issues. 

AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding 

to various business contexts to show how 

individuals and 

organisations are affected by and respond 

to issues. 

AO3: Analyse issues within business, 

showing an understanding of the impact on 

individuals and 

organisations of external and internal 

influences. 

AO4: Evaluate quantitative and qualitative 

information to make informed judgements 

and propose 

evidence-based solutions to business 

issues. 

 

In Year 13, we focus on A01, A02, A03 and 

A04 (up to 25-mark questions). 

 

This year, students studying Geography 

and/or Economics make links – seeing 

some cross over in the concepts taught.  

 

Units are sequenced in order to build on 

prior learning and skills. This year, prepare 

candidates to answer 20- and 25- mark 

questions within the units taught – as well as 

including revision activities within lesson 

time and after all content has been 

delivered.  

 

We also draw on the learning that has taken 

place in prior units because elements of 

each topic are interrelated – many extended 

response questions expect students to draw 

on different areas of the specification. 

We have developed BMQs (Business 

memory questions) at the start of each 

lesson, 

which students have suggested  they find 

useful to aid their recall.  In Year 13, we also 

have practice exam questions to revisit 

examination skills. We have found this has 

been a great support for our SENd 

candidates, to address misconceptions and 

to recover content taught during periods of 

school closure.  

 

Within our scheme of work, we also allow 

students to have a one-hour consolidation 

lesson before each assessment.  As a 

guide, members of staff display 

5 useful revision activities for students to 

select if they wish. This allows our SENd 

and lower achieving candidates to both 

revisit individual topics and practice the skill 

of revising before sitting an assessment.  

At the end of each individual topic students 

will be asked to answer knowledge check 

questions (up to 4 marks).  At the end 

of each unit (as well as halfway through 

larger units) students will sit an 

assessment consisting of a selection of 2-, 

4-, 6-, 9-, 12- and 16-, 20- and 25-

mark questions. Connective sheets and 

writing frames are provided. Green-pen 

activities are planned into curriculum time. 

  

Prep will be set to develop students’ 

knowledge and skills. For example, 

we might ask that students research 

a small part of a topic for their next lesson, 

create a starter activity for the group based 

on the previous lesson, test themselves 

http://www.tutor2u.net/
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

with a key term spelling challenge, complete 

a glossary for the unit they are working 

through or it could 

be practising their analytical and evaluation 

skills by answering a question on a well-

known business. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Students study OCR A Level Computer 

Science (H446)  

 

From the exam board: 

Our A Level Computer Science qualification 

helps students understand the core 

academic principles of computer science. 

Classroom learning is transferred into 

creating real-world systems through the 

creation of an independent programming 

project. Our A Level will develop the 

student’s technical understanding and their 

ability to analyse and solve problems using 

computational thinking. 

OCR have a good support network and have 

a strong background in Computer Science, 

we follow the GCSE with the OCR A 

Level.  There are also a number of local 

schools offering the course, which allows for 

regular sharing of good practise. 

Throughout Y12, we focus on developing 

the theory needed for the exams, some of 

which builds on knowledge learnt at GCSE, 

however some students will not have 

studied Computer Science at GCSE. 

 

Covid Considerations: 

We teach the course assuming no prior 

knowledge as some students have not taken 

the GCSE.  Consideration this year is that 

students have limited experience of sitting 

formal exams, and may need more support 

in exam preparation 

 

1.1 The characteristics of contemporary 

processors, input, output and storage 

devices  

• Structure and function of the 

processor  

• Types of processor  

• Input, output and storage  

1.3 Exchanging data 

• Compression, Encryption and 

Hashing  

• Databases  

• Networks  

• Web Technologies  

1.2 Software and software development 

Systems Software  

• Applications Generation  

• Software Development  

• Types of Programming Language  

1.4 Data types, data structures and 

algorithms  

• Data Types  

• Data Structures  

• Boolean Algebra  

1.5 Legal, moral, cultural and ethical 

issues  

• Computing related legislation  

• Moral and ethical Issues  

2.2 Problem solving and programming  

• Programming techniques  

• Computational methods  

3.1 Programming Project – we introduce 

the project before the summer to give 

students the opportunity to start to plan for it. 

Alongside teacher created resources, we 

use Teach ICT, Craig n Dave, PG Online, 

Computing 101.  We also use the online 

platform Isaac Computing for revision. 

 

Delivery is split between 2 teachers and so 

units are taught in parallel. Each unit is 

assessment at the end, students have 

access to past exam paper questions 

throughout. 

 

Many of the units involve developing both 

theory and skills, for example Databases 

requires students to understand the theory 

behind relational databases and are also 

expected to be able to program in SQL, in 

Web technology, they are required to 

understand how the internet works and also 

how to code in HTML.  As we move on to the 

paper 2 content, there is a large amount of 

developing and understanding algorithms 

and computational thinking. 

 

Students are given homework tasks to 

further develop their understanding each 

lesson. 

 



11 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 Computer Science H446 Current Curriculum Allocation:11 hours per 
fortnight 
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Students study OCR A Level Computer 

Science (H446)  

From the exam board: 

Our A Level Computer Science qualification 

helps students understand the core 

academic principles of computer science. 

Classroom learning is transferred into 

creating real-world systems through the 

creation of an independent programming 

project. Our A Level will develop the 

student’s technical understanding and their 

ability to analyse and solve problems using 

computational thinking. 

 

OCR have a good support network and have 

a strong background in Computer Science, 

we follow the GCSE with the OCR A 

Level.  There are also a number of local 

schools offering the course, which allows for 

regular sharing of good practise. 

 

It will provide learners with a range of 

transferable skills which will facilitate 

personal growth and foster cross curriculum 

links in areas such as maths, science 

and design and technology. Computer 

Science is a very creative subject and skills 

such as problem solving and analytical 

thinking will all be refined and explored as 

learners progress through the learning and 

assessment programme. 

 

2.1 Elements of computational thinking 

• Thinking abstractly  

• Thinking ahead  

• Thinking procedurally  

• Thinking logically  

• Thinking concurrently  

2.3 Algorithms 

3. NEA Programming Project 

Throughout Y13, students work 

independently on their projects, they will 

develop skills in class to manage and 

present the project. 

The rest of the year is spent on revision, 

going through past papers and mocks. 

Alongside teacher created resources, we 

use Teach ICT, Craig n Dave, PG Online, 

Computing 101.  We also use the online 

platform Isaac Computing for revision. 

 

 Delivery is split between 2 teachers and so 

units are taught in parallel. Each unit has an 

assessment at the end, students have 

access to past exam paper questions 

throughout. 

We aim to complete the majority of the 

content of Paper 1 and 2 before the Mock 

exam in January, this allows students to 

experience the full past papers and gives a 

good indication of their understanding, this 

helps them receive meaningful feedback 

from the mock exam and can inform our 

planning for the rest of the year. 

New topics all have homework for each 

lesson, students are expected to spend the 

majority of their prep time on their 

programming project and revision. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

 What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

In Year 12 the aim is for students to have a 

wide range of experiences  using the tools 

and equipment in the department and 

undertaking projects which strengthen their 

previous knowledge and gives them an 

understanding of the syllabus and 

assessment system. 

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

The projects aim to allow students to 

become more independent using the tools 

and equipment in the department. The first 

project is designed to level the field between 

students who have been at the school and 

studied D&T and those who have not. 

The projects cover the main areas of the 

NEA so that students are aware of the 

expectations when they start their NEA task 

towards the end of the year. 

 

The Ed-Excel syllabus was chosen at the 

same time as the change in GCSE. As we 

were already doing the EdExcel course 

there were fewer changes to make. We felt 

that we could review this when the students 

taking AQA at GCSE moved up to A-level. 

However we have decided to continue with 

the course for a variety of reasons: The 

course is familiar to staff and the HOD is a 

moderator for the NEA helping to ensure 

consistency and expert advice. We have 

built CPD with other school to cross 

moderate work. The AQA has 2 exams and 

this is an area that many of our students 

struggle with. We have approx 50% or more 

students from other schools where AQA is 

not necessarily the GCSE they studied. The 

content is very similar in all exam boards 

from GCSE to A-Level so allowed us this 

freedom. 

 

Logo project: This is an introductory project 

where students use a variety of tools and 

equipment to make a Logo design in a 

variety of different ways. It helps them recap 

on materials and processes and introduces 

them to the equipment in the department 

Graphical Skills 

Alongside the Logo project students are 

taught and recap graphical skills, this links 

to key areas in the syllabus and helps build 

confidence, skills and  the students 

individual style 

 

Development project 

Students design a lamp and then another 

student takes the design and develops it in 

conjunction with the original designer. This 

project focuses on what is required for the 

development section of the NEA allowing 

feedback in depth. This is a key area of the 

NEA and is often the weakness, so the 

project aims to build in skills and a 

framework students can use in their NEA. 

This project primarily focusses on Polymers 

 

Investigation project 

Students work in pairs/ 3's to find a problem 

based on a situation. The situation is 

changeable each year depending on 

contacts eg: primary school/office space. 

This helps build students skill in talking to a 

client and finding out key information. 

Working in pairs helps students bounce 

ideas and could lead to their NEA if they 

want it to. 

 

Design Project 

Students are given a specification and 

asked to create design ideas. Focus on 

using their skills to design ideas  and 

present them. 

There is no official textbook for the course, 

but a PDF version is printed out and given 

to students. They all have exam booklets 

made from past papers focused on topics 1-

7 on the syllabus  

 

The projects are split between the 2-3 

teachers delivering the course. The ensures 

that students are getting a consistent 

message from each teacher and there is not 

an issue with sharing where students are up 

to in a particular project. The syllabus 

sections 1-7 are covered within the projects 

delivered by each member of staff. See 

appendix 

 

Each half term there is a formative test on 

work from the previous terms. During the 

projects there are low stakes tests to check 

knowledge and understanding. As a 

requirement of the course students shoyuld 

have prior knowledge of the materials and 

processes, so the focus is on recap and 

creating more in depth knowldege and 

understanding. 

 

Assessment of the project work is based on 

using the assessment from the NEA, so that 

students fully understand the needs of the 

NEA assessment before they embark on 

their NEA in the final term. This feedback is 

individualised so they can use it when 

approaching their NEA in Year 13 

Prep is set to enhance student knowledge 

and understanding, by reading around the 

subject and researching into areas to 

prepare for lessons and to build on 

knowledge. 
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Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 - Design & Technology Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

In Year 13 the main focus is the NEA and 

learning new content in the theory lessons, 

whilst recapping knowledge from Year 12. 

Student work on their own self driven 

project using the framework of the NEA 

assessment. They are guided by staff to 

ensure they follow the nEA assessment and 

encouraged to explore beyond the 

assessment and focus ob=n the needs of 

their client. 

 

The syllabus from 8-12 are taught in 

separate lessons as much of the content is 

subject knowledge that they may not have 

covered at GCSE or in other subjects. The 

review of previous knowldege is embedded 

throughout the NEA work they are doing . 

By the end of the year students should have 

a very clear idea of how to approach 

designing and making aproduct for a client 

and the importance of rflecting on their own 

practice. They should have an very good 

unsderstanding of a wide range of materials 

and processes and should be able to apply 

them in different sitiuations. They will be 

critical thinkers and problem solvers being 

able to draw on the knowledge and 

understanding they have gained  

 

NEA: In general work is determined by the 

individual student, individual tutorials are 

given regualarly and students complete 

work on Microsoft 365 so it can be 

monitored by staff. 

 

Research/ Specifications completed by 

September 

Initial ideas in October/ November 

Development 

November/ dec 

Final idea by January 

Making January – March 

Evaluation and testing March to April 

Theory Topics 

8: Manufacturing 

9: Designing for the environment 

10: Legislation 

11: Production processes 

12: Marketing 

 

These topics are taught in Term 1  in 

preparation for the Mock exam in  January. 

This allows for a mock exam of a previous 

paper to be given on all of the syllabus. 

Jan- March the focus shifts to completion of 

the NEA. 

 

From April onwards the main focus is 

revision of the content. 

Students have access to exam booklets, a 

PDF textbook and revision guide. 

 

The structure of Year 13 as shown on the 

left. Depending on the size of the group and 

needs of the students/ timetabling ususally 

a member of staff is allocated a group of 

students as their main focus to guide them 

through the NEA and provide a consistent 

point of reference. Recaps of NEA 

assessment are referred to throughout the 

lessons to ensure  students are aware of 

what they need to ensure is covered. 

 

Theory is taught as separate lessons 

throughout the first term with lessons in the 

NEA increasing after the first term. 

Feedback on the NEA is given throughout 

in accordance with JCQ guidelines and is 

generic and whole class. 

 

Feedback on exam questions is in more 

depth to help students understand common 

misconceptions and build on exam 

technique. Questions are regualrly set in 

class under timed conditions to recap 

previous knowledge. Low stakes testing 

and review by students of 

their understanding of topics is used to help 

focus revision individually and as a class.  

 

Prep in term 1 is focused on the exam 

questions and NEA and NEA term 2 whilst 

term 3 is exam questions and revision of 

key topics. 
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Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 12 Drama Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

-To prepare students for the A level 

examination 

-Build students’ understanding of 

stagecraft, directorial purpose, audience 

impact, practitioner methodology, devising 

skills and scripted context 

-Apply theoretical skills learnt to practical 

performance 

To analyse and evaluate the purpose of 

theatre for an actor and audience 

-To study and understand the relevance of 

the social, cultural and historical context of 

a text 

-To see live theatre and be able to 

evaluate its level of success based on 

dramatic aims and audience response 

-Ensure all students, including SENd, are 

given full support to structure A Level 

responses.  

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

-The skills learnt in Main School are now 

extended to fit the conventions of a 

practitioner’s purpose for an intended 

audience outcome 

-Vocabulary and Subject Specific 

Terminology is added to aid understanding 

and implementation into their own work 

-Devising skills are implemented with their 

own choice of stimulus material to create 

original drama 

-Written evaluation is now in depth and 

further developed from GCSE with writing 

frames and exemplar material available on 

Teams to support SENd students 

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

-All skills are revised in Yr 13 in 

preparation for the exam 

-Practitioner theory is applied to an extract 

for performance examination 

-Textual context and SCH is now reapplied 

to another text 

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

What are the topics? 

-Creating Original Drama 

-Understanding Drama 

-Exam Skills, Knowledge and Questions 

-Live Production study 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

-Theory and Practical Methodology of 2 

practitioners/theatre companies 

-One Set Text including SCH, Conventions 

of the text and its writer, intended audience 

impact, characterisation, themes, subject 

specific terminology, theatrical 

configuration, costume, set design, props, 

mask and make up, sound and lighting 

effects, acting skills and directorial 

intentions  

-Physical skills including how to use facial 

expression, body language, movement, 

space and levels, eye contact, direct 

address, breaking the fourth wall, vocal 

skills, song, choral/ensemble 

physicalisation, gesture. 

-Live Productions Analysis and Evaluation; 

the role of the director, production crew, 

actors, designers.  How actors perform to 

achieve impact. The use of technical 

elements to enhance a dramatic 

aim/intent. 

-Physical Theatre  

-Verbatim Theatre 

-How to write a Working Notebook (3,000 

words) a commentary on Creating Original 

Drama  

-Using writing frames, examples from AQA 

and teacher PPs – structuring a Drama 

essay is taught for SENd and the class 

alike 

What textbooks/supporting materials 

are used? 

-’The Caucasian Chalk Circle’ – Bertolt 

Brecht 

-National Theatre archived clips from 

directors and actors of Brecht’s plays 

-Music from Youtube of Brecht’s plays and 

modern comparison i.e. Mack the Knife 

-Props to emulate Brecht’s working 

practice 

‘Frantic Assembly website including clips 

of practical tasks from the ‘Ignition’ theatre 

company 

-DV8 website  

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics?  

Half Termly Topics  with flexibility for live 

production availability. 

When are opportunities for revision 

built in? 

Preparation for mocks at end of Yr 12 in 

Spring Term once practical NEA has been 

completed. 

Why are topics sequenced in a 

particular way? Please don’t just 

replicate the sequence of topics from 

an exam specification without 

questioning/discussing if this is most 

appropriate. 

-Understanding Drama allows students a 

text to ‘hang’ their knowledge and skills on 

-It correlates the practitioner with the text 

written for that purpose 

-Creating Original Drama allows the 

students to use the skills that they have 

acquired to create their own work without 

the scaffold of a script 

-Live Productions enables students to see 

that skills are transferable and reversible 

i.e. what they watch could be analysed and 

evaluated in the same way as what they 

produce 

What does assessment look like? 

-Essays are given A Level banding and 

grading. One essay per week. Design 

tasks are the same. Research is shared 

with the group and presentations are 

given. 

-NEA task examined by the teacher on 

Creating Original Drama – though marks 

are moderated and not released to 

students until end of Yr 13 exams  

-SENd students are given allowances 

according to the examination 

arrangements 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

-Through regular essay feedback and 

practical tasks.  These align themselves to 

the PRs also available on Teams since 

COVID.  

How is feedback given? 

-Verbal feedback is given every lesson 

through rigorous Q and A, watching or 

observing student work in rehearsal.  

-Whole class feedback is given through 
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Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 12 Drama Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

-Teacher experience of texts and 

practitioners (subject knowledge) 

-Feedback from Examiner’s Reports from 

AQA 

-Research into live theatre accessible 

(including live streamed and online 

availability) 

Which exam specifications are 

followed? Why? 

-AQA links to GCSE specification makes 

the transition easier for students 

-Consistent use of exam board means 

understanding of requirement is enhanced 

 

 

-Other websites for live streamed theatre 

-Theatre Royal Norwich, Cambridge 

Theatre, West End Theatre  for live 

productions 

-All lesson PPs are available on Teams for 

SENd students and the class alike.  

-COVID promoted the use of Teams for 

class links, resources and class materials  

 

teacher presentation or verbally. 

-Peer feedback is a constant in lesson time 

allowing students to write about it in their 

Working Notebook. 

-All linked to PR feedback also. 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

-Allows students pre-reading, research 

and lines to be learnt for practical lesson 

time 

-Rehearsals out of lesson lets students 

receive valuable peer feedback and 

prepare work for class feedback and 

teacher led improvement 

-All essays completed as Independent 

Learning give teachers valuable insight 

into  understanding and ability.  
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Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 Drama Current Curriculum Allocation: 2 hours per fortnight 
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision for the 

curriculum in this year?  

To prepare students for the A level examination 

-Develop students’ understanding of stagecraft 

including the function of director, actor and 

designer.  

-To know what impact directorial purpose, 

audience impact, practitioner methodology, 

devising skills and scripted context has on 

performance.  

-Apply theoretical, practical workshop skills 

contextualisation and learnt to practical 

performance 

To analyse and evaluate the purpose of theatre for 

an actor, director, designer and audience 

-To study and understand the relevance of the 

social, cultural and historical context of a text 

including political signposting 

-To see live theatre and be able to evaluate its level 

of success based on dramatic aims and 

audience response. 

-Ensure all students, including SENd, are given full 

support to structure A Level responses.  

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

-Wider context of the purpose of theatre in society 

is explored as well as SCH context 

-Another practitioner’s theory and practical is learnt 

to offer comparative knowledge and objectivity 

-Further roles within theatre are analysed for their 

effectiveness in achieving dramatic 

aims/purpose. 

What influenced your curriculum choices? (e.g. 

research, CPD, subject networks etc.) 

-Connections are made here with the AQA GCSE 

syllabus skill set enabling seamless spiral 

learning  

-Teacher experience of other syllabus deems this 

a positive accumulation of knowledge from Yr 

12 learning i.e. syllabus choices give a broad 

range of learning. 

What should students who stop studying the 

subject at the end of this academic year 

know/be able to do? 

-Think, design, perform and produce theatre 

individually and as a group 

-Perform in multiple roles in an entirely confident 

way 

-Offer an objective analysis and evaluation of their 

own performance, that of others’ and 

 What are the topics? 

-Understanding Drama 

-Exam Skills, Knowledge and Questions 

-Live Production study 

-Making Theatre 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

-Analysis of two set texts from different time 

periods, different genres and 2 practitioners 

(1 in addition to Yr 12) 

-How to design, produce, direct and perform 

a 2nd set text as well as revising the 1st. 

-(Making Theatre) Study of 3 extracts of 

script from 3 different plays from different 

SCH and genre, applying a practitioner to 

one of these for performance in front of AQA 

examiner 

-Writing of Reflective Report (3,000 words) 

that commentates on the process of 

workshopping, developing and performing 

Making Theatre extracts 

-Examination writing skills, timing and 

student led revision of Live Production study 

and Understanding Drama Components 

-How to structure a Drama essay using PPs, 

writing frames and exemplar material from 

teacher particularly for SENd students  

 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

Try not to be too abstract here – content is 

important, not activities/tasks or intent. 

-’The Caucasian Chalk Circle’ – Bertolt 

Brecht 

-National Theatre archived clips from 

directors and actors of Brecht’s plays 

-’Metamorphosis’ – Steven Berkoff 

-Youtube clips of Berkoff’s work in 

performance 

-DVDs of live theatre 

-Other websites for live streamed theatre 

including National, RSC etc. 

-Theatre Royal Norwich, UEA, Cambridge 

Theatre, West End Theatre for live 

productions 

-Exemplar Material from AQA  

-Shared Writing between Teacher and 

Students to support SENd students and 

class alike  

PPs on Teams for SENd and class alike  

 

 How is this year of study organised in the 

run up to exams? 

-New material is covered first i.e. textual study 

-Practical Examination by AQA external 

examiner is scheduled for early Spring Term 

-Late Spring and Summer Term – Revision 

for 3 hour written exam: Understanding 

Theatre  

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way? Please don’t just replicate the 

sequence of topics from an exam 

specification without 

questioning/discussing if this is most 

appropriate. 

-New material in textual study offers 

opportunity for comparative/contrasting study 

with Yr 12 text and practitioner. 

-Practical Examination taken early allows 

maximum revision time – all practical 

assessment complete and NEA written work 

is finished  

-Revision schedule in place before Easter 

ensures preparation is in place for 

independent learning 

What does assessment look like? 

-AQA External Examiner assesses Making 

Theatre- marks given in August results  

-Essays mimic exam questions – one per 

week (timed in Spring Term) 

-Performance is teacher, self and peer 

assessed constantly 

-Higher Order Qu and A 

SENd students are given allowances 

according to the examination arrangements 
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Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 Drama Current Curriculum Allocation: 2 hours per fortnight 
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

professional live/streamed theatre 

-Understand the role of theatre through time and its 

place in modern society (how theatre acts a 

mirror) 

-Write in an explanatory, analytical and evaluative 

way about the success of a performance  and 

how to enhance its potential for an audience in 

order to communicate a political, social or 

cultural message.  

-Justify their choices for direction, performance 

and design in the context of a variety of scripts 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

-Regular task feedback on essays, practical 

and drafting of Reflective Report 

-Mock Examination 

-All combine to give PR grades and 

Predictions  

How is feedback given? 

-Verbal feedback given by teacher, peers and 

self throughout the course.  

-Written feedback given on essays with 

grading, banding and suggestions for 

improvement tasks, targets and rewrites 

-Peer assessment allows students to reflect 

on their practical in their written 

work/Reflective Report 

SENd students given feedback in line with 

their needs. 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

-Supports independent research, redrafting of 

work, in depth understanding of contextual 

impact of the practitioner, playwright and 

audience.  

-Allows students the opportunity to reflect on 

their performance, to rehearse as an 

individual or group and gain valuable 

feedback from their peers. 

-Timed essay practise in appropriate 

conditions. 

-Post COVID tasks are submitted on Teams 

and feedback given accordingly with 

immediate redrafting available. 
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Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 12 Economics Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

.)Curriculum purpose  

The purpose for Year 12 Economics is introduce 

the subject as a whole, develop knowledge 

and understanding of fundamental economic 

concepts on which the subject is based, start 

to build the skills of application, analysis and 

evaluation, and to develop quantitative and 

independent learning skills and strategies.   

      Progression   

Rarely have students studied Economics prior to 

starting their A Level course but they can still 

draw on their knowledge as a consumer and 

through news/current affairs.  They are 

encouraged to use their real life experience 

and reference is made to relevant knowledge 

and skills from geography, maths and English. 

Much of the learning in Economics is cumulative 

with early work on, for example, 

Supply/Demand/Aggregate Supply/Aggregate 

Demand/quantitative 

skills/efficiencies/macroeconomic objectives 

underpinning future learning.  Analysis and 

evaluation that is introduced this year will be 

further honed and used in a more synoptic 

context in year 13. 

Curriculum influences and choices 

The curriculum was influenced by reviewing 

previous teaching of the subject and 

suggested schemes of work found when 

researching the curriculum. We also wanted to 

be able to use AS papers as mock exams at 

the end of the year, so this affected what we 

cover in Y12. 

The recent move from OCR to AQA was 

predominantly because of the wealth of 

resources available for the AQA specification 

and the superior texts.  The current AQA 

specification also includes some behavioural 

economics which is absent in OCR.  Due to 

the growing interest in behavioural economics 

both at government and research level (Daniel 

Kahneman and Richard Thaler’s  Nobel Prizes 

for Economics) it seemed pertinent to include 

this in our curriculum. 

Curriculum Scope: 

Many schools do not offer economics at A level. By 

offering economics, WC is providing a broad 

curriculum. Economics is also a challenging A 

level so also adds rigour to the curriculum. 

 

 Topics 

Microeconomics 

Economic methodology and the economic 

problem 

Price determination in a competitive market 

Production, costs and revenue 

Competitive and concentrated markets 

The market mechanism, market failure and 

government intervention in markets 

Individual economic decision making 

   Microeconomics 

The measurement of macroeconomic 

performance 

How the macroeconomy works 

Economic performance 

Macroeconomic policy 

 

Knowledge and skills 

Knowledge and understanding of economic 

theory 

Interpreting and using data 

Relating theory to the real world 

Analysing arguments 

Essay writing 

Evaluating and making justified and 

supported judgement 

Considering different perspectives 

Quantitative skills especially drawing and 

interpreting diagrams 

 

Textbooks and supporting materials 

Textbook – Hodder Education AQA A Level 

Economics for A-Level Year 1 and 

AS  Powell and Powell 

Course companion – tutor2u AQA Level 3 

Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Economics 

Geoff Riley 

Other supporting materials include 

EconPlusDal, www.tutoru.net, CGP 

Revision Guide, AQA teaching guides 

 

Delivery  

Microeconomics and macroeconomics will be 

delivered by one teacher from Sept 2021.  To 

avoid confusion, micro will be taught first, 

followed by macro. Theory is taught in units. 

Summary sheets are provided for students to 

complete at the end of each unit and 

consolidation lessons built in before each end 

of unit assessment. Exam  preparation 

lessons delivered before mock exams. 

Topics sequence 

As the vast majority of students will not have 

studied economics previously, we were 

mindful that we could not expect any prior 

knowledge. Units are sequenced in order to 

build on prior learning. Understanding of 

some topics requires a firm grasp of 

foundation theory e.g. knowledge of Supply, 

Demand and Market Failure when 

considering the impact of Government 

Intervention.  We thought it was important to 

focus on some of the quantitative skills 

required at the start of the year as these will 

be used throughout. 

SenD adaptations:  

SENd students are provided with printed 

handouts for each lesson. All students are 

given a range of optional indepemdent learnig 

tasks. All students can choose tasks that suit 

their preferred way of learning. For example, 

a choice between videos, Seneca or written 

resources. 

Most learning is cumulative, so  concepts are 

regularly reviewed as they are woven into new 

topic areas. 

Covid considerations: 

The current year 12 lost a lot of lessons due 

to Covid, therefore, maths and English skills 

may not be as strong 

as expected.  Quantitative skills are 

assessed throughout but there is an 

http://www.tutoru.net/
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Year 12 Economics Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

expectation that students are liekly to 

require more help.  

Students who are absent due to Covid can a

ccess all lessons on Teams. These students 

are also offered additional sessions to 

review this work.  

Staff knowledge: 

The current teachers has a degree in 

economics. Economics is based upon 

standard theories which need to be applied to 

real world scenarios. Remaining up to date 

with current economic news is essential to 

successful delivery of the course. 

Covid has actually provided excellent 

opportunities to discuss economic concepts 

and has provided an endless stream of news 

articles to enhance students knowledge of the 

impact of Covid on the economy. 

Links to other subjects: 

Economics is a social science and has links 

with many of the other social sciences. The 

new specification now covers events going 

back to the Great Depression of the 1930s 

and so covers topics also considered in 

history. Economics is inherently linked to 

politics, with free market economics being 

linked to conservative polices whilst 

interventionist polices are more linked to 

labour policies . Behavioural economcis 

considers some topics also covered in 

psychology. Human geography has large 

links with macroeconomics which both cover 

globalisation, economic development and 

sustainability.  There are links with business – 

business eocnomics is covered in micro and 

the impact of the changes in the macro 

economy and the impact upon businesses is 

covered in macro. Economcis consdiers the 

impact on society so also has links with 

sociology. 

Students only require a GCSE in maths to 

study economics at A level but to study 

economcis at degree level, A level maths is 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

almost always a prerequisite. This is 

discussed before students join the course but 

also as they start to make choices about 

university. Studying A level maths alongside 

A level economics puts students in the 

strongest position when applying for an 

(increasingly popular) economics degree. 

Assessment, feedback and prep 

Formative assessment is through regular 

questioning, homework and classwork tasks 

where verbal/written feedback is given if 

appropriate and common misconceptions are 

identified and addressed.  Summative 

assessment is carried out at the end of units 

to check learning, provide feedback and 

inform future teaching.  Again, common 

errors, issues and misconceptions are 

addressed. 

Cumulative starter questions are used each 

lesson (recent/less recent/not recent). 

Questions are chosen to address common 

misconceptions. 

Questioning throughout lessons is regularly 

cumulative due to the nature of the subject. 

Mock exams are also cumulative.   

Prep is used for the consolidation of learning, 

identification of issues and to inform/adapt 

teaching.  Sometimes used for pre-exposure. 
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Year 13 Economics Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Curriculum purpose  

The purpose of this year is build on learning 

from Year 12 to prepare students for future 

study or work in an associated field and to 

allow all students to be able to hold informed 

discussions and make appropriate decisions 

about economic factors that affect everyday 

life.   

 

Progression 

Much of the learning in Economics is 

cumulative with early work on, for example, 

Supply/Demand/Aggregate 

Supply/Aggregate Demand/quantitative 

skills/efficiencies/macroeconomic 

objectives learned in Year 12 underpinning 

learning in Year 13.  For example, work on 

price determination in a competitive market 

forms the basis for more contextual learning 

about the labour market.  Application, 

analysis and evaluation are further honed 

and used in a more synoptic context in year 

13. 

 

Curriculum influences 

The curriculum was influenced by reviewing 

previous teaching of the subject and 

suggested schemes of work found when 

researching the curriculum.  It was also 

influenced by the printed and online 

resources relevant to the course. 

 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

We consider Economics to be one of the 

most relevant subjects students can 

study.  Regardless of students’ career 

choices, they will be affected by and will 

affect the economy.  This course provides 

students the opportunity to have a better 

understanding of the economy, make 

informed decisions and consider different 

economic viewpoints.  They will also be able 

to use their analytical, evaluative and 

quantitative skills in a whole host of different 

contexts.  

 

Economics is one of the most popular 

choices at degree level for WC students. 

Whilst economics A level is not a 

What are the topics? 

Microeconomics 

Perfect competition, imperfectly competitive 

markets and monopoly 

The labour market 

The distribution of income and wealth: 

poverty and inequality 

Marketing failure and government 

intervention (Year2) 

 

Macroeconomics 

Developing macroeconomic theory 

Financial markets and monetary policy 

Fiscal and supply side policies (Year 2) 

The international economy (including growth 

and development) 

Knowledge and skills 

Knowledge and understanding of economic 

theory 

Interpreting and using data 

Relating theory to the real world 

Analysing arguments 

Essay writing 

Evaluating and making justified and 

supported judgement 

Considering different perspectives 

Quantitative skills especially drawing and 

interpreting diagrams 

Combining micro and macro theory within 

synoptic questions. 

Textbooks and supporting materials 

 

Textbook – Hodder Education AQA A Level 

Economics Powell and Powell 

 

Course companion – tutor2u AQA A Level 

Economics Geoff Riley 

Other supporting materials include 

EconPlusDal, www.tutoru.net, CGP 

Revision Guide, AQA teaching guides 

 

How is this year of study organised in the 

run up to exams? 

Microeconomics and macroeconomics will 

be delivered by one teacher from Sept 

2021.  To avoid confusion, micro and macro 

will be delivered in separate blocks. The 

remaining theory is taught in units, building 

on and developing the learning from Year 

12. Adequate time is allowed at the end of 

the delivery of both sides of the course for 

exam preparation.  This is required at the 

end of the course due to the cumulative & 

synoptic nature of assessment. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?   

In microeconomics, competitive and 

concentrated markets are taught first to 

draw on the introduction to the topic in Year 

12.  The labour market is another large unit 

in microeconomic and allows for revision of 

markets as a whole at this crucial stage of 

the year.   

Macroeconomics first develops the theory 

learned in Year 12, so students have a 

deeper understanding of macroeconomic 

policy in greater context, before moving on 

to cover financial markets and the the 

reasons for the financial crisis and then 

looking at the wider perspective of the 

international economy.  

 

Assessment, feedback and prep 

Formative assessment is through regular 

questioning, homework and classwork tasks 

where verbal/written feedback is given if 

appropriate and common misconceptions 

are identified and addressed.  Summative 

assessment is carried out at the end of units 

to check learning, provide feedback and 

inform future teaching.  Again common 

errors, issues and misconceptions are 

addressed. 

 

Cumulative starter questions are used each 

lesson (recent/less recent/not recent). 

Questioning throughout lessons is regularly 

cumulative due to the nature of the subject. 

Mock exams are also cumulative. Many of 

the revision activities carried out at the end 

of the course are cumulative in nature, 

http://www.tutoru.net/


23 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 Economics Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

prerequisite for economics at degree level, if 

it has been studied at A level, students are 

able to make an informed choice about 

studying economics at degree level. 

 

especially for the synoptic paper.  Prep is 

used for  the consolidation of learning, 

identification of issues and to inform/adapt 

teaching.  Sometimes used for pre-

exposure. 
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Year 12 English Current Curriculum Allocation: 
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

 The purpose of the curriculum in Year 12 is 

to provide the foundations for sophisticated 

analysis that is more independent and 

original compared to GCSE concepts. It 

allows students to become familiar with the 

formulation of arguments in essays and how 

to structure and control a line of argument 

clearly, using analysis to strengthen and 

underpin the  big ideas and key concepts in 

a more abstract way. These two skills are 

the bedrock of all units: AO1 (argument) and 

AO2 (analysis), and as such must be 

securely embedded at every stage in the 

first year in order for students to excel in 

Year 13. The further three AOs are taught 

through their innate link to these two 

essential objectives. 

  

Students will build upon analytical skills 

gained at GCSE, which had previous often 

been divided in GCSE examinations by 

language and structure, to now holistically 

consider how these complement or contrast 

in order to enhance meanings and effects in 

ways which are more nuanced and critically 

stylised. 

 

Following this foundation year in 

establishing all students’ excellence in 

argument and analysis , the further vision for 

Year 13 is to elevate students’ evaluation 

skills to become more original and abstract, 

whilst focusing on broadening and refining 

students’ skills in AO3 (context), AO4 

(comparison) and AO5 (critical 

interpretations).  

 

The Edexcel A Level Specification offers an 

exciting, varied and ground-breaking 

curriculum. The text choice of modern 

poetry made national newspapers for its 

unique and modern perspective, bringing an 

up-to-date curriculum to students at 

Wymondham College. Its appeal  brings 

balance between antiquated texts and fresh 

literary ideas, offering students a taste of 

what Higher Education studies in English 

would truly offer. 

 

Unit 1: Drama  

Students study:  

• dramatic form, meaning and 

language 

• sophisticated terminology and 

technical range 

• context evaluation skills 

• one Shakespeare play Othello and 

one other tragedy A Streetcar 

Named Desire. 

• teacher-selected critical essays 

related to their selected 

Shakespeare play. Students’ 

preparation is also supported by 

Edexcel’s Shakespeare: A Critical 

Anthology – Tragedy.  

• Critical interpretation skills. 

Unit 3: Poetry 

Students study:  

• poetic form, meaning and language  

• sophisticated terminology and 

technical range 

• context and comparison evaluation 

skills 

• a selection of post-2000 specified 

poetry in Poems of the Decade 

• a specified range of poetry from the 

Romantic era in English Romantic 

Verse 

Unit 4: NEA Coursework Unit 

Students study two texts that are different 

from those studied in units 1, 2 and 3. 

Texts may be linked by theme, movement, 

author or period and may be selected from 

poetry, drama, prose or literary non-fiction.  

We currently offer: The Great Gatsby, 

Rapture, The Color Purple, The World’s 

Wife. Students may discuss other choices at 

staff discretion. 

All AOs are assessed.  

All unit SOWs: T:\Staff 

Resources\English\KS5 FOLDER 

Autumn Term: 

Teacher 1 delivers A Streetcar Named 

Desire, while Teacher 2 delivers Poems of 

the Decade. 

This is the stage for essay writing and 

argument structure to be delivered across 

the department coherently (JUR’s planning 

frame.) 

All staff to set 2 introductions, 2 detailed 

essay plans, and 1 full essay this term. 

Annotations/WWW/EBI. Marks on 

department spreadsheet. 

Timed essay at the end of the units. (This 

may be after Christmas.) Data collated on 

spreadsheet. 

(Poetry teachers may need longer due to 

comparison/unseen. Streetcar teachers 

should move on to Othello.) 

 

Spring Term and Summer 1: 

Teacher 1 delivers Othello, while Teacher 2 

completes previous unit and then teaches 

English Romantic Verse. 

All staff to set 1 introduction, 1-2 detailed 

essay plans and 1 full essay this term. 

Annotations/WWW/EBI. Marks on 

department spreadsheet. 

Timed essay in Summer term 1. Data 

collated on spreadsheet 

. 

Summer Term 2: 

Coursework texts are introduced to establish 

independent research projects for the 

summer holidays. This can run concurrently 

with revision for mocks. 

Mock examination for units 1 and 3. 

Students to sit both full papers in exam 

conditions. Teachers should revise Autumn 

term texts with students for two weeks prior 

to mock examinations in class. Data collated 

on spreadsheet. 

Rationale: 

Students will be able to experience full units 

in their entirety in Year 12 and skills learned 

in each text will be transferrable within the 

unit. The experience of a full unit mock is 

valuable practice for the rigours of the timing 

as well as for the data gained. Preps should 

be weekly and significant; decided in 

teaching pairs 

file://///wym-vs-002/Staff%20Documents/Staff%20Resources/English/KS5%20FOLDER
file://///wym-vs-002/Staff%20Documents/Staff%20Resources/English/KS5%20FOLDER
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Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 11 Food, Preparation & Nutrition Current Curriculum Allocation: 2 hours per 
fortnight on rotation 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

 

Following a foundation year in establishing 

all students’ excellence in argument and 

analysis , the further vision for Year 13 is to 

elevate students’ evaluation skills to 

become more original and abstract, whilst 

focusing on broadening and refining 

students’ skills in AO3 (context), AO4 

(comparison) and AO5 (critical 

interpretations). Another focus is to refine 

the comparative critiquing of the ‘writer’s 

craft’ as a process through a different form – 

the novel, which is introduced for this year’s 

cohort (2019-2020) for the first time in Year 

13 as a conscious choice to leave this 

particularly intricately-timed and shared unit. 

Specifically, it serves almost synoptically as 

a way of uniting students’ knowledge of 

modern and historical texts, as well as 

thematic links and critical perspectives as a 

way of approaching texts. The comparative 

element draws on students’ earliest work in 

Year 12 in the poetry unit, thus enables staff 

to extend student progress and maturation 

in a coherent way. 

 

The Edexcel A Level Specification offers an 

exciting, varied and ground-breaking 

curriculum. The text choices in the prose 

unit offer a comprehensive and broad range 

of experience and diversity, bringing an up-

to-date curriculum to students at 

Wymondham College. Its appeal  brings 

balance between antiquated texts and bold 

and iconic literary texts, offering students a 

taste of what Higher Education studies in 

English would truly offer. 

 

Unit 2: Prose 

Students study:  

• prose form, meaning and language  

• sophisticated terminology and 

technical range 

• context and comparison evaluation 

skills 

• two prose texts from a chosen 

theme (Science and Society or 

Supernatural). At least one of the 

prose texts must be pre-1900.  

• there are two combinations of texts 

that we we currently offer:  

• Science and Society: The 

Handmaid’s Tale and 

The War of the Worlds; 

or  

• Supernatural: The Picture 

of Dorian Grey and either 

Beloved or  The Little 

Stranger. 

Unit 4: NEA Coursework Unit 

Students complete a coursework essay of 

2500 words on the two texts that they have 

studied. These are linked by theme, 

movement, author or period and may be 

selected from poetry, drama, prose or 

literary non-fiction.  

We currently offer: The Great Gatsby, 

Rapture, The Color Purple, The World’s 

Wife. Students may discuss other choices 

at staff discretion. 

All AOs are assessed. 

Staff are permitted to mark one first full 

draft with limited annotations of advisory 

comments and no further marking. 

Students must then submit a final draft. 

All unit SOWs: T:\Staff 

Resources\English\KS5 FOLDER 

 

Autumn Term and Spring Term 1: 

Teacher 1 delivers novel 1, Teacher 2 

delivers novel 2. 

Staff to jointly set 2 introductions, 2 detailed 

essay plans, and 2 full essays this term. 

Annotations/WWW/EBI. Marks on 

department spreadsheet. 

Timed essay to be delivered at the end of 

the unit. (This may be in Spring 1 after 

January mocks  and c/w draft marking.) Data 

collated on spreadsheet. 

(Staff will also use lessons for coursework 

tutorials, 121s, reviews, whole class 

respond lessons as necessary.) 

 

Spring Term 2: 

Revision of Year 12 texts. 

Teacher 1: Streetcar/Othello 

Teacher 2: Decade/Romantics 

1 essay per week. Targeted mark focus for 

essays. Marks on department spreadsheet. 

 

Rationale: 

Students will be able to experience full units 

in their entirety in Year 13 and skills learned 

in this unit will be specific and focused within 

the unit.  

The experience of two full unit mocks is 

valuable practice for the rigours of the 

timings as well as for the data gained.  

Preps should be weekly and significant; 

decided in teaching pairs. 

 

Covid: Year 12 and 13 students have 

limited experience of timed responses due 

to missing terminal examinations –use of in 

class timed mocks/exam style questions  

 

file://///wym-vs-002/Staff%20Documents/Staff%20Resources/English/KS5%20FOLDER
file://///wym-vs-002/Staff%20Documents/Staff%20Resources/English/KS5%20FOLDER
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Year 12 French Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Our statement of intent is to develop... 

• Confident communicators who can… 

• ..manipulate grammar independently 

and.. 

• ..appreciate and enjoy other cultures. 

The Wymondham College MFL curriculum 

reflects the core standards of the A 

Level  DFE Guidance;  

 

Communication  

• develop control of the language to 

convey meaning, using spoken and 

written skills 

• develop their ability to interact 

effectively with users of the 

language in speech and in writing 

• Sustain communication, build fluency 

and confidence # 

• mediate between cultures and between 

speakers of the language and 

speakers of English  

 

Grammar  

• enhance their linguistic skills 

• develop language learning skills and 

strategies,  

 

Culture  

• develop capacity for critical thinking and 

understanding of the culture and 

society of the country or countries 

where the language is spoken  

• understanding language within cultural 

and social context  

• engage critically with stimulating texts, 

films and other materials in the 

original language,  

• develop an appreciation of 

sophisticated and creative uses of 

the language  

• develop knowledge about matters 

central to the society and culture, 

past and present 

A LEVEL FRENCH SPECIFICATION: 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/fre

nch/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-

2016.PDF    

 

 

The content for A-Level French is split by 4 

main strands, which cover a wide range of 

topics specifically looking at France and 

French speaking countries.  

 

The Topics covered throughout Year 12 are 

as follows:   

       1. Social issues and trends. Aspects of 

French speaking society:  

- The changing nature of the family  

- Cyber society 

- The place of voluntary work  

        2. Political and artistic culture: 

- A culture proud of its heritage 

- Contemporary francophone music 

- Cinema: the 7th art form  

       3. Film Study  

- 'La Haine'  

      4. Individual Research Project (IRP) - 

This is started at the end of Year 12 and 

carried forward to year 13.  

 

Resources used contain authentic texts and 

native speakers speaking at normal speed. 

Knowledge of the language is deepened 

through the regular study of specific 

grammar points that complement the area of 

study.  

 

Teaching is based on a textbook designed 

to build upon and extend skills learnt at 

GCSE. An online resource is available to 

students.  

 

 The speaking element (IRP) of the A level 

paper is wholly student led, according to the 

AQA spec, thereby promoting the necessary 

skills required for HE/FE.  

 

Lessons include the target language with 

frequent recourse to the cultural and political 

sphere of France and French speaking 

countries. The textbook uses authentic texts 

and listening exercises using native 

speakers speaking at normal speed.    

 

A-level teachers prepare and deliver 

engaging and stimulating lessons in the 

target language. Resources used contain 

authentic texts and native speakers 

speaking at normal speed. Knowledge of the 

language is deepened through the regular 

study of specific grammar points that 

complement the area of study.    

 

Teaching is based on a textbook designed 

to build upon and extend skills learnt at 

GCSE.  Use of target language reinforces 

structures learnt at GCSE, thereby 

increasing confidence with the spoken and 

written language  The department produces 

and shares a variety of creative and 

engaging resources that are specifically 

designed to enhance vocabulary retention, 

linguistic manipulation and fluency, tailored 

to meet the demands of the A Level exam.  

Teachers use a wide range of strategies to 

suit all learning styles and needs.    

 

The curriculum sequences knowledge and 

skills, builds on prior learning and enables 

students to widen their understanding, 

knowledge and use of a variety of language 

competencies and complex grammatical 

structures to near native level.    

 Teachers regularly monitor the progress of 

students through a variety of formative 

assessments and provide feedback 

accordingly.  

 

Teachers set tasks for prep when 

appropriate, in line with the 3 intent 

statements.     

There is extensive SEND CPD provided – 

Please see DIP 

Quality Assurance: Learning Walks, 

Book Looks, Student Voice and Work 

Scrutiny conducted by HOD.     

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533093000&usg=AFQjCNHxliGTkKvdXAc_pHYnf8s3gQLGVg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533093000&usg=AFQjCNHxliGTkKvdXAc_pHYnf8s3gQLGVg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533093000&usg=AFQjCNHxliGTkKvdXAc_pHYnf8s3gQLGVg


27 

  

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 French Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Our statement of intent is to develop... 

• Confident communicators who 

can… 

• ..manipulate grammar 

independently and.. 

• ..appreciate and enjoy other 

cultures. 

The Wymondham College MFL curriculum 

reflects the core standards of the A 

Level  DFE Guidance;  

Communication  

• develop control of the language to 

convey meaning, using spoken and 

written skills 

• develop their ability to interact 

effectively with users of the 

language in speech and in writing 

• Sustain communication, build 

fluency and confidence # 

• mediate between cultures and 

between speakers of the language 

and speakers of English  

Grammar  

• enhance their linguistic skills 

• develop language learning skills 

and strategies,  

Culture  

• develop capacity for critical thinking 

and understanding of the culture 

and society of the country or 

countries where the language is 

spoken  

• understanding language within 

cultural and social context  

• engage critically with stimulating 

texts, films and other materials in 

the original language,  

• develop an appreciation of 

sophisticated and creative uses of 

the language  

• develop knowledge about matters 

central to the society and culture, 

past and present 

A LEVEL FRENCH SPECIFICATION: 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/fre

nch/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-

2016.PDF    

 

The content for A-Level French is split by 4 

main strands, which cover a wide range of 

topics specifically looking at France and 

French speaking countries.  

 

The topics covered throughout Year 13 are 

as follows:  

       1. Social issues and trends. Aspects of 

French speaking society:  

- Positive features for a diverse society 

- Life for the marginalised  

- How criminals are treated 

        2. Political and artistic culture. 

- Teenagers, the right to vote and political 

commitment  

- Demonstrations and strikes, who holds the 

power? 

- Politics and immigration  

       3. Film and Book study  

- 'La Haine' - continued from Year 12  

- 'No et Moi' Delphine de Vigan  

      4. Individual Research Project (IRP) - 

continued and developed from year 12.  

 

Resources used contain authentic texts and 

native speakers speaking at normal speed. 

Knowledge of the language is deepened 

through the regular study of specific 

grammar points that complement the area of 

study.  

 

Teaching is based on a textbook designed 

to build upon and extend skills learnt at 

GCSE. An online resource is available to 

students.  

 

The speaking element (IRP) of the A level 

paper is wholly student led, according to the 

AQA spec, thereby promoting the necessary 

skills required for HE/FE.  

Lessons include the target language with 

frequent recourse to the cultural and political 

sphere of France and French speaking 

countries. The textbook uses authentic texts 

and listening exercises using native 

speakers speaking at normal speed.    

 

A-level teachers prepare and deliver 

engaging and stimulating lessons in the 

target language. Resources used contain 

authentic texts and native speakers 

speaking at normal speed. Knowledge of the 

language is deepened through the regular 

study of specific grammar points that 

complement the area of study.   Teaching is 

based on a textbook designed to build upon 

and extend skills learnt at GCSE.  Use of 

target language reinforces structures learnt 

at GCSE, thereby increasing confidence 

with the spoken and written language  The 

department produces and shares a variety 

of creative and engaging resources that are 

specifically designed to enhance vocabulary 

retention, linguistic manipulation and 

fluency, tailored to meet the demands of the 

A Level exam.  

Teachers use a wide range of strategies to 

suit all learning styles and needs.    

 

The curriculum sequences knowledge and 

skills, builds on prior learning and enables 

students to widen their understanding, 

knowledge and use of a variety of language 

competencies and complex grammatical 

structures to near native level.  

   

 Teachers regularly monitor the progress of 

students through a variety of formative 

assessments and provide feedback 

accordingly.  

Teachers set tasks for prep when 

appropriate, in line with the 3 intent 

statements. 

There is extensive SEND CPD provided – 

Please see DIP 

 

Quality Assurance: Learning Walks, 

Book Looks, Student Voice and Work 

Scrutiny conducted by HOD.     

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533093000&usg=AFQjCNHxliGTkKvdXAc_pHYnf8s3gQLGVg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533093000&usg=AFQjCNHxliGTkKvdXAc_pHYnf8s3gQLGVg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-7652-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533093000&usg=AFQjCNHxliGTkKvdXAc_pHYnf8s3gQLGVg
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Year 12 Geography Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Year 12 Geography at Wymondham College  
is  the main year of Key stage 5. Using a 
combination of Powerful knowledge linked 
to an enquiry approach. the students will 
learn to Think like a Geographer. Students 
at Key stage 5 study the  Edexcel 
specification. This exciting and relevant 
course studies geography in a balanced 
framework of physical and human themes 
and investigates the link between them. 
As the main  year of  Key Sage 5  A level 
Geography. Year 12 continues to focus on 
the way Geographers observe and seek to 
understand the World around them. This 
incorporates a range of geographical 
themes and utilises a range of place 
contexts to ensure students not only Think 
like a Geographer but also can Read and 
Write and Discuss and Analyse like a 
Geographer.  
 
We build on the enthusiasm and 
experiences of our Key stage three students 
whilst moving them gently but with purpose 
forward towards the rigours of A level. A key 
component of our intent, and a critical 
component of Thinking Like a Geographer 
is the way we help students from Year 12 
understand, often complex, contemporary 
issues such as Globalisation. 
 
Throughout the Year 12course students are 
taught  the Geographical Skills that will 
enable them to develop the all-important 
enquiry approach that leads to Thinking 
Like a Geographer 
 

 Physical Geography Dynamic 
Landscapes 

1. Tectonic Processes and Hazards - 
Tectonic processes, a study of the 
causes of tectonic hazards, the impact of 
tectonic activity on people, and 
responses to tectonic hazards. 

2. Coastal Landscapes and Change - 
Coastal landscapes develop due to the 
interaction of processes and Geology. 
These landscapes are increasingly 
threatened from physical processes and 
human activities, and there is a need for 
management of these areas in all the 
world’s coasts. 

Human Geography  Dynamic Places 
3. Globalisation - A study of globalisation, its 

causes and consequences for different 
people and places. 

4. Regenerating Places - Local places vary 
economically and socially with change 
driven by local, national and global 
processes. These processes include 
movements of people, capital, 
information and resources, making some 
places economically dynamic while other 
places appear to be marginalised. 

Geographical Skills  
Competence in using geographical skills is 

developed during study of compulsory 
and optional topics. While the relative 
balance of quantitative and qualitative 
methods and skills will differ between 
topics, students are introduced to a 
roughly equal balance of quantitative and 
qualitative methods and skills across  
Key stage 5 as a whole. 

Fieldwork Skills 
Students  complete a minimum of four days of 

fieldwork. The fieldwork relates to 
processes in both physical and human 
geography. It also provide s an 
introduction to the nature and process of 
a high-quality geographical enquiry – 
The NEA coursework 

 

• 4 Topics of Geography in Year  12 

• 11 lessons every two weeks – two 

teachers one Teaches Physical 

Geography one teaches Human 

Geography. 

• Units are connected by  the 

Specialised concepts (synoptic) 

for example place, processes, scale,  

Systems, Sustainability,  and 

Development. 

• Learning is sequenced within and 

between units, to enable 

development of knowledge, 

understanding and skills. Resources 

will be available to students in class 

and increasingly via the College’s 

Teams/One Drive learning platform. 

• Assessment (formative and 

summative): Verbal and Written 

Questions 

Knowledge Reviews 

Retrieval Practise: 

- fixed response, frequent 

- constructed questions, less 

frequent 

Individual/collaborative projects 

End of Unit tests. 

• SENd using the Provision map to 

identify students needs. Strategies 

to support literacy and processing. 

Laptop use is encouraged and 

supported. Focus on removing 

barriers to the curriculum. 

Assessments trial access 

arrangements. 

• Prep is used for review of taught 

content, research of new 

Geographical content also used for 

the for the application of knowledge 

and skills using unfamiliar source 

material. The enquiry projects allow 

students to produce beautiful work 

that illustrates the 3PS 

• Textbook used to support the Year  12 

course is  published by Hodder 

Education – Edexcel  A level 

Geography  Book  1. 
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Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 Geography Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Year 13 Geography at Wymondham College  
is  the main year of Key stage 5. Using a 
combination of Powerful knowledge linked to 
a enquiry approach. the students will learn to 
Think like a Geographer. Students at Key 
stage 5 study the  Edexcel specification. This 
exciting and relevant course studies 
geography in a balanced framework of 
physical and human themes and investigates 
the link between them. 
As the main  year of  Key Sage 5  A level 
Geography. Year 13 continues to focus on 
the way Geographers observe and seek to 
understand the World around them. This 
incorporates a range of geographical themes 
and utilises a range of place contexts to 
ensure students not only Think like a 
Geographer but also can Read and Write 
and Discuss and Analyse like a 
Geographer.  
We build on the enthusiasm and experiences 
of our Key stage three students whilst moving 
them gently but with purpose forward towards 
the rigours of A level. A key component of our 
intent, and a critical component of Thinking 
Like a Geographer is the way we help 
students from Year 13 understand, often 
complex, contemporary issues such as 
Energy Security. 
Throughout the Year 13 course students are 
taught  the Geographical Skills that will 
enable them to develop the all important 
enquiry approach that leads to Thinking Like 
a Geographer 
 

  Physical Geography : Physical systems 

and Sustainability 

 5. The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity - 

Water cycle, human and natural factors that 

impact on water cycling, consequences for 

water security and future water conflicts. 

6. The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security - 

Carbon cycle, human and natural factors 

impacting on carbon cycling, the 

consequences for ecosystems and 

management  strategies 

 

Human Geography : Human Systems and 

Geopolitics 

7. Superpowers - Superpowers, the reasons 

for shifting economic and political power, the 

impacts of superpowers, influence of 

superpowers in governing the global 

commons. 

8. Health, Human Rights and Intervention –

The impact of geopolitical interventions on 

both human health and wellbeing and human 

rights is variable and contested, with some 

groups appearing to benefit 

disproportionately, which can lead to 

increasing inequalities and injustice. 

 

Geographical Skills  

Competence in using geographical skills is 

developed during study of compulsory and 

optional topics. While the relative balance of 

quantitative and qualitative methods and 

skills will differ between topics, students are 

introduced to a roughly equal balance of 

quantitative and qualitative methods and 

skills across  Key stage 5 as a whole. 

Revision 

 

 

 

•  4 Topics of Geography in Year  13 

• 10 lessons every two weeks – two 

teachers one Teaches Physical 

Geography one teaches Human 

Geography. 

• Units are connected by  the 

Specialised concepts (synoptic) 

for example place, processes, scale,  

Systems, Sustainability,  and 

Development. 

• Learning is sequenced within and 

between units, to enable 

development of knowledge, 

understanding and skills. Resources 

will be available to students in class 

and increasingly via the College’s 

Teams/One Drive learning platform. 

• Assessment (formative and 

summative): Verbal and Written 

Questions 

Knowledge Reviews 

Retrieval Practise: 

- fixed response, frequent 

- constructed questions, less 

frequent 

Individual/collaborative projects 

End of Unit tests. 

• SENd using the Provision map to 

identify students needs. Strategies 

to support literacy and processing. 

Laptop use is encouraged and 

supported. Focus on removing 

barriers to the curriculum. 

Assessments trial access 

arrangements. 

• Prep is used for review of taught 

content, research of new 

Geographical content also used for 

the for the application of knowledge 

and skills using unfamiliar source 

material. The enquiry projects allow 

students to produce beautiful work 

that illustrates the 3PS 

• Textbook used to support the Year  13 

course is  published by Hodder 

Education - Edexcel  A level 

Geography  Book  2. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

The History department's overall vision is to 
create skilled historians, confident students 
and informed citizens. The topics covered in 
Year 12 have been selected to provide to a 
richer and more in-depth appreciation of 
modern British and European Society.  
   
We believe these units will ignite and engage 
their enthusiasm and interest. We want to 
generate a recognition that there is a variety 
of approaches to History through developing 
their grasp of wider historiographical debates 
about the past. There are usually talks from 
visiting speakers and visits to conferences. 
   
Most pupils begin this course with residual 
knowledge that has been developed at 
GCSE History and at KS3. Some areas 
revisited will include:  
   
- The structure of Medieval society in 
England  
- The impact of war on society 
- How war can lead to changes in freedom 
and rights  
- The role of the Church and religion in 
society and politics  
- The growth of towns and cities, urbanisation 
and public health  
- The growth of a more scientific oriented 
society 
- Early modern attitudes towards the poor 
etc.    
Decisions for curriculum choices were based 
on a combination of student voice, 
department resources, teacher expertise and 
Trust network discussions. Research was 
mostly derived from the work of Fordham, 
Counsell and the Historical Association.  
 

  France 1774-1815- This consists of four key 

topics:  

The causes of the French Revolution from 

1774 and the events of 1789  

The Revolution from October 1789 to the 

Directory 1795  

Napoleon Bonaparte to 1807  

The decline and fall of Napoleon 1807–1815  

Text-books are  

1. France in Revolution: Access to History – 

D Townson, Hodder Education 2015  

2. Napoleon, France and Europe- A Stiles and 

D Rees, Hodder Education 2009  

   

Britain c.1930-1997  

The enquiry is a source-based study on 

Churchill 1930-1951 which immediately 

precedes the outline period study of Britain 

1951-1997.  

Churchill will consist of three key topics:  

Churchill’s view of events 1929–1940  

Churchill as wartime Prime Minister  

Churchill and international diplomacy 1939–

1951  

   

The British Period (1951-1997)  

This study will consist of FOUR key topics:  

Conservative domination 1951–1964  

Labour and Conservative governments, 

1964–1979  

Thatcher and the end of consensus 1979–

1997  

Britain’s place in the world, 1951-97 

   

Text-books are  

1.Britain 1930-1997- Mike Wells and Nicholas 

Fellows, Hodder education 2015 . 

 

Each unit has two elements: a Period Study 

and an Enquiry.  

   

The Enquiry topic areas include the study of 

significant individuals, societies, events and 

issues. They also include a range of 

different historical perspectives, for example 

aesthetic, cultural, economic, ethnic, 

political, religious, scientific, social and 

technological. In the Enquiry element, the 

focus will be on the critical use of evidence 

in investigating and assessing historical 

questions, problems and issues.  

The sources selected for examination will be 

a range of types of written sources, 

contemporary to the period. Learners will 

always have to analyse and evaluate four 

sources, answering one question which sets 

the sources in their historical context.  

   

The Period Study element of the unit is 

assessed by essays, which will allow 

learners to develop their use and 

understanding of historical terms, concepts 

and skills.  

Prep is used in a variety of ways: for 

students to prepare for lessons; to prepare 

presentations; cover content ahead of 

lessons through independent reading and 

research; for extended writings tasks; for 

consolidation and review before 

assessments  

 

In the examinations at the end of Year 13, 

learners will be expected to demonstrate 

abilities to explain, assess, analyse and 

consider the relationships between key 

features of the period studied in order to 

reach substantiated judgements.  

   

The teaching methods include:  

• Teacher explanations  

• Group tasks 

• Short, structured, enquiry-based 

activities  

• Discussions and debates of key themes 

• Collaborative and independent work  

• Focused reading 

• Research  

• Presentations to demonstrate historical 



31 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 12 History Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

 
 
 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

skills 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Our aim is to create independent learners, 
critical thinkers and decision-makers – all 
personal assets that can make them stand 
out as they progress  
Based on staff expertise our students in Year 
13 will:  
•Undertake a thematic study, covering an 
extended period of history of approximately 
100 years – German Nationalism 1789-1919  
•Explore a topic in history they have an 
interest in through the coursework element.  
   
The unit will build on the rise of nationalism 
that erupted during the French Revolution 
(Year 12) and how these forces were 
channelled by different politicians (the role of 
the Individual- Year 7 (William I) and and 12 
(Churchill) and Year 9 (Wilhelm II and Hitler). 
We will also examine how society had to 
adapt to the growing demands of an urban 
proletariat (Year 8 Industrial Revolution and 
Year 11 Public health) and address the 
decline of traditional agriculture (Year 8 
Agricultural revolution) and rural social bonds 
(Year 12 French Revolution). In addition, we 
will examine how Industrial growth re-shaped 
economic and social life (Year 8). The unit will 
also cover the development of imperialism 
within Germany (Year 8 Slavery) and how 
this became such a powerful force for a 
competitive nationalism (the causes of World 
War One in Year 9) and economic 
developments (The Industrial Revolution, 
Year 8). The unit will also cover the impact of 
ideological movements in both supporting 
and challenging existing power structures 
(Public Health and Medicine, Year 11 and the 
Enlightenment, Year 12). Finally, the impact 
of war in bringing about political change will 
be developed in some depth (Year 7 Norman 
Conquest; The Armada 10; World War I and 
World War II in Years 8 and 9)  
   
Coursework  
The essay must be based on the 
independent investigation of historical issue. 
The Board will confirm all titles before the 
students commence the work. The essay 
should include an explanation and analysis of 
different perspectives on a historical issue, 
drawing on a range of primary and secondary 
material. It will therefore utilise the skills and 
understanding developed elsewhere in the 
course. The essay will require students to 
develop an understanding of how historians 
work. Learners are encouraged to build on 
those units they studied in Year 12, which 
overlap with Departmental expertise 

  The Challenge of German Nationalism 

1789–1919. 

This is a thematic study over a period of at 

least 100 years with three in-depth studies of 

events, individuals or issues that are key parts 

of the theme.  

Learners will develop the ability to treat the 

whole period thematically, and to use their 

detailed knowledge of the depth study topics 

to evaluate interpretations. 

Learners will need to consider issues such as 

the impact of Social and intellectual forces, 

Economic forces, Political and military forces 

on the development of German nationalism 

and make a judgement on the degree of 

Unification achieved  

There are THREE In-depth studies, which 

are: 

• 1848/1849 Revolutions  

• Nationalism and Unification 1867–

1871  

• Wilhelmine Germany and the growth 

of Nationalism 1884–1914  

Textbook- The Unification of Germany 1789-

1919, A Farmer and A Stiles, Hodder 

Education, 2015  

   

Coursework  

Learners will complete a 3000–4000 words 

essay from independent research using 

historians’ interpretations and a range of 

primary sources of evidence.  

 

German nationalism and the coursework are 

taught contemporaneously. The German 

Nationalism unit is divided in the 1860s with 

one teacher teaching from 1789-c1871 and 

the other teacher teaching from 1871-1919.  

The coursework is through small group 

discussion and tutorial discussions based 

on student reading. There are intermediate 

deadlines for the completion of various parts 

of the coursework to ensure effective 

monitoring. First drafts are finished by the 

end of Term 1, there is then final feedback 

before submission at February half-term.  

 

What teachers can do: Teachers may 

review work before it is handed in for final 

assessment. Advice must remain at the 

general level, enabling candidates to take 

the initiative in making amendments. One 

Socratic review would be appropriate to 

enable learners to understand the demands 

of the assessment criteria.  

 

What teachers cannot do: Teachers may 

not give detailed advice and suggestions as 

to how the work may be improved in order to 

meet the assessment criteria.  

As part of the preparation for the coursework 

teachers will provide informed guidance on 

specific demands of the task. The teacher 

will ensure that learners are clear about the 

assessment criteria. Exemplars will be used 

to highlight the skills which the students will 

need to meet.  

   

Lessons on German nationalism will follow 

a similar teaching range as in Year 12. On 

German nationalism prep is used in much 

the same way as in Year 12- namely for 

students to prepare for lessons; to prepare 

presentations; cover content ahead of 

lessons through independent reading and 

research; for extended writings tasks; for 

consolidation and review before 

assessments. Revision for the German 

nationalism unit involves a series of timed 

essays which are then marked and 

compared with exemplars 
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Decisions for curriculum choices were based 
on a combination of student voice, 
department resources, teacher expertise and 
Trust network discussions. Research was 
mostly derived from the work of Fordham, 
Counsell and the Historical Association.  
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision for 

the curriculum in this year?  

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

How do the knowledge/skills developed in 

this year feed forward into Year 13? 

What influenced your curriculum choices? 

(e.g. research, CPD, subject networks etc.) 

 

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

The purpose of year 12 Law is to build 

students knowledge of the English Legal 

System and Criminal Law, key topics for the 

end of Year 13 A-Level exam, so as to 

ensure exam success for all learners 

(including SEND) 

 

As students come to study A-Level law with 

no previous study of the subject, we start 

with the very basics to build confidence and 

interest in the subject. Several of the 

students are interested in joining the legal 

profession and teaching is geared to 

developing understanding of the different 

and changing routes into the profession. For 

those who are not wishing to enter the 

profession, the aim is to engage them and 

develop a true understanding of the laws 

and systems that affect all aspects of our 

daily lives so that they can take theirs skills 

and understanding into their chosen 

professions. 

 

In the Social Sciences Department (Law, 

Politics and Sociology) we have a general 

departmental guide to our curriculum intent 

that is then broken down by subject: 

    

 

 

What are the topics? 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

 

Try not to be too abstract here – content is 

important, not activities/tasks or intent. 

In year 12, the emphasis in on building 

knowledge and skills that are unique to law, 

whilst also preparing students for the end of 

Y13 a-level exam. Therefore, we build 

knowledge of the English Legal System and 

Criminal Law. Once students have 

developed sufficient knowledge, we begin to 

analyse, evaluate and apply the law to given 

scenarios. The latter skill can only be 

worked on once students have studied some 

of the criminal law following the Christmas 

period. This will start with shorter, 5 mark 

responses building to 30 mark responses at 

the start of Year 13 once all the criminal 

content has been completed. This is 

because the scenarios for the 30 markers 

could include any element of criminal law 

and therefore students need to have studied 

the whole of the content. Answering a 

scenario based question (there are 2 x 30 

mark questions per a-level paper) requires a 

completely different approach than other a-

levels and therefore it is essential to layer 

the development of the skills to build student 

confidence. 

Students are supplied with two textbooks 

published by Hodder:  AQA A-Level Law 

Book 1, and AQA A-Level Law Book 2 both 

written by J Martin, N Price, and R Wortley. 

This is then additionally supported by four 

further Pearson books: English Legal 

System, Criminal Law, Tort Law,  and 

Contract Law by Elliott & Quinn. Students 

also have access to an online learning 

website “Flipped Law.” A revision guide is 

available for students to purchase published 

by Hodder. 

 

The course is taught by one teacher. The 

English Legal system is taught until mid 

January. Each topic in bold takes between 

one and three weeks to teach depending on 

the topic content. This allows for lessons to 

develop not only knowledge but to develop 

and practice skills. For the criminal law 

section of the content, each of the 

subheadings below the bold take between 

one and three weeks each. 

The English Legal System is sequenced to 

build student knowledge from the basics to 

A-level quickly starting with who makes law, 

the system in which UK law operates, and 

the individuals/groups with key roles in the 

legal system. Unlike the exam board 

recommendation,  it is logical that 

parliamentary law-making is followed by law 

reform and statutory interpretation. This is 

because, law reform involves a review of the 

work of the Law Commission, which is also 

one of the influences on parliament. Equally, 

it makes sense to look at how judges 

interpret statutes after teaching how statutes 

are made by parliament.  

The ELS  is divided across the three A-Level 

exam papers. 

The criminal law section starts with the rules 

behind crime i.e. what makes a crime a 

crime. We then explore different crimes, the 

law on those crimes and develop student 

skills of identification, explanation, 

application, analysis and evaluation of law in 

relation to a scenario, bringing in links to the 

ELS. It is structured in the way it is to build 

knowledge and skills from the basics to the 

more complex areas of law. By focussing on 

non-fatal offences first, students can 

develop their skills using AS assessments 

before building to the complex 30  mark 

questions.  
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Cross subject social sciences intent 

Studying + Learning + Participation = 

Success in Society 

AKA 

Sociology + Law + Politics = Social Sciences 

Studying – to develop knowledge and 

understanding of society from a social, 

political and/or legal stance, and to 

encourage enjoyment and success in social 

sciences. 

Learning – to learn the required knowledge 

and skills to prepare students for A-

Levels/degree level study/employment, 

whilst also learning how to actively 

participate and become a successful 

member of society. 

Participation – to participate in lessons 

and/or wider college/community to develop 

a connectivity between studying and 

practical experience whether led by the 

school or the individual student. 

 

Law specific intent 

Studying law is to provide students with 

knowledge and understanding of the role of 

Law in society and to raise awareness of the 

rights and responsibilities of individuals 

Learning about legal rules and how and why 

they apply to real life, students will develop 

their analytical, decision-making, critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills. 

Participation inside and outside of the 

classroom will help students to develop the 

connectivity between real-life and study for 

students can draw upon for higher education 

and employment, whilst also helping to 

create informed citizens 

Our curriculum choices are guided by 

teacher expertise, research and 

consistency. Therefore, as AQA is the only 

exam board to provide A-Levels in Law, 

Sociology and Politics, we chose to remain 

with them. Equally, the exam 

    

 

 

Students have access to departmental 

copies of Law Review magazine, and can 

purchase this independently if they wish. 

Law Express by Pearson also provides a 

range of useful small topic based companion 

guides to Law.  

The teacher produces her own study 

booklets and revision guides to aid student 

learning. 

 

Content 

English Legal system (Paper 1, Paper 2 and 

Paper 3) 

- The nature of law 

- The rule of law 

- Law making – parliamentary law 

making 

- Law making – law reform 

- Law making – statutory 

interpretation 

- Law making – judicial precedent 

- Law making – delegated legislation 

- Law making – EU Law 

- The legal system – the criminal 

courts and lay people 

- The legal system – the civil courts 

and other forms of dispute resolution 

- The legal system – legal personnel 

and the judiciary 

- The legal system access to justice 

and legal funding 

 

Skills: Identifying, explanation, assessing, 

discussing, analysing, critical analysis 

evaluating, reaching justifiable conclusions, 

presentation skills, communication skills 

using the subject specific language verbally 

and in writing, using case and statute law 

effectively, simplifying complex information 

into an easy-to-understand format, 

formulating an argument, thinking quickly 

and logically, thinking outside the box. 

 

 

 

This also develops student confidence. We  

teach the theory of crime at the end of topic 

rather than at the start as students have a 

greater understanding of the law in order to 

evaluate the theory for 15 mark questions. 

 

Paper 1 of the A-Level is the criminal law 

paper. Teaching it following the ELS 

engages students quickly in content which is 

arguably the trickiest. This also allows time 

for students to embed their knowledge over 

a longer period of time. Students particularly 

enjoy studying crime, which raises their 

engagement for some of the later topics. 

Crime is also the largest topic alongside the 

ELS therefore teaching them in Year 12 

gives more scope for revision at the end of 

Year 13. 

 

There are three ‘big’ assessments each 

academic year which will provide an 

extended review of student knowledge. This 

could be in the form of a mock exam or a 

more targeted in lesson timed written 

assessment. Each of these three 

assessments will not only assess current 

content but also content that has previously 

been taught. There will be detailed feedback 

given in lessons, designed to provide 

informative and useful guidance along with 

activities and green pen to encourage 

progress. Therefore, feedback is to be held 

over a minimum of three lessons to enable 

students to embed the advice given and to 

feed forward into the next formal 

assessment. Feedback will be both verbal 

and written for formal assessments 

 

Each lesson will have informal assessment 

with activities to assess current content but 

also previous content. This could be in the 

form of Q&A, 5 mark written responses to 

exam questions, quizzes. Assessment may 

require peer/self review of prep.  

 

Covid update: The impact of the pandemic 

has not changed the curriculum intent, the 

content or the delivery as all elements of the 

course need to be delivered regardless of 

whether learning is completed at home or in 

College. The transition from between home 

and on-site learning was facilitated through 
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Teams. This has proved a useful tool in 

enabling all students to access study 

materials, and communication with 

teachers. This is continuing to be used so 

students know where to find materials to use 

when absent through illness but also so that 

they can review, consolidate and revise 

content they are feeling less confident 

about. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

The purpose of Year 13 is to build on the 

intent for Year 12, developing knowledge 

and skills of two further areas of law: tort and 

contract. Tort is a compulsory option but 

contract was a choice between that and 

Human Rights Law. To decide which to 

study, I asked the students, the majority 

favoured contract. Also, contract responses 

are written in a similar way to Tort and 

Crime. Contract also forms a key 

component of the LLB in Law along with 

ELS, tort and crime. Therefore, to provide a 

good foundation in law for those who wish to 

study the degree/enter the profession 

contract seemed the most appropriate 

option. We have a number of students who 

also take Business A-Level therefore, 

contract law provides links to other A-Levels 

that the students study, and perhaps has 

more relevance for those who wish to enter 

the world of business. Finally, the contract 

option was chosen as we had more 

resources available from the ‘old’ a-level as 

the Year 2 book for the ‘new’ a-level  wasn’t 

released until well into the second year of 

study! 

Students who stop studying the subject at 

the end of the year should have knowledge 

of: 

ELS 

Crime 

Tort 

Contract    

 

 

Textbooks and skills are the same as taught 

in Year 12 as it is a two-year course  but 

skills and knowledge is explored in more 

depth so as to become more sophisticated. 

Content 

Tort (Paper2) 

Rules of Tort 

Liability in negligence for physical injury 

to people and damage to property 

- Duty of care 

- Breach of duty 

- Damage 

Liability in negligence for economic loss 

and psychiatric injury 

- Liability for pure economic loss 

caused by negligent acts and 

negligent misstatements. 

- Liability for psychiatric injury 

sustained by primary and secondary 

victims. 

Occupiers Liability 

- Liability in respect of visitors 

(Occupiers’ Liability Act 1957). 

- Liability in respect of trespassers 

(Occupiers' Liability Act 1984). 

Nuisance and the escape of dangerous 

things 

- Private nuisance. 

- The rule in Rylands v Fletcher 

 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Assessments and prep will be structured in 

the same way as Year 12 with cumulative 

assessment in each lesson as well as in the 

formal assessments  However, we move to 

developing more depth to their knowledge 

and skills by focussing on the extended 

answers to 15 mark and 30 mark questions  

in Year 13 as opposed to 1, 5, 10 mark a-

level questions in Year 12 (occasionally 

more basic 20 mark AS questions will be 

used in Year 12)  

We endeavour to have all content completed 

by Easter to allow for revision activities after 

the Easter holidays. During this period there 

will be more regular timed questions and 

exam practice with verbal feedback. 

Students should also complete exam 

practice independently, using past papers 

(although there are not many of these yet.) 
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Students who stop studying the subject 

should have the following skills: Identifying, 

explanation, assessing, discussing, 

analysing, critical analysis evaluating, 

reaching justifiable conclusions, 

presentation skills, communication skills 

using the subject specific language verbally 

and in writing, using case and statute law 

effectively, simplifying complex information 

into an easy-to-understand format, 

formulating an argument, thinking quickly 

and logically, thinking outside the box, 

application of law to a scenario, analysing 

and evaluating the law in relation to the 

scenario to reach a justifiable conclusion. 

Formulating a philosophical argument 

based on theory. Writing a legal argument. 

Study skills. Understanding of the legal 

system and what to do if they are faced with 

a legal issue in their lifetime. 

 

 

 Vicarious Liability 

- Nature and purpose of vicarious 

liability 

- Testing employment status  

- Other areas of vicarious liability 

Defences 

- Contributory negligence. 

- Consent (volenti non fit injuria).  

- Defences specific to private 

nuisance and the rule in Rylands v 

Fletcher.  

Remedies 

- compensatory damages 

- Injunctions.  

(this will be taught after negligence to enable 

students to develop their knowledge and 

practice skills throughout the study of tort) 

Theory of tort 

- public policy factors relating to duty 

of care, breach, damage, economic 

loss, psychiatric damage, 

injunctions, 

- understanding of the nature and 

purpose of vicarious liability. 

Contract (Paper 3) 

Rules of contract law 

Essential requirements of a contract 

- Offer and acceptance.  

- Consideration (including privity of 

contract). 

- Intention to create legal relations.  

Contract terms: general 

- Express and implied terms. 

- Conditions, warranties and 

innominate terms. 

 

Contract terms: specific terms implied by 

statute law in relation to consumer 

contracts 

Consumer Rights Act 2015 

- Terms implied into a contract to 

supply goods and remedies  

- Terms implied into a contract to 

supply services and remedies 

Contract terms: exclusion clauses 

- The nature of exclusion and 

limitation clauses 

- Common law control of exclusion 

clauses 

- Statutory control of exclusion 

clauses 

Tort (Paper 2) and contract (Paper 3) are 

structured in the way the exam board 

suggests with the exception of the theory as 

it is easier to discuss the theory in relation to 

exam questions once the content has been 

covered. However, theory will be discussed 

at appropriate sections in delivery of the 

content, but will be pulled together at the end 

of each main topic. Each sub-heading on 

both papers will take one to two weeks to 

study. 

 

The final section is from the English Legal 

System and is taught at the end for the same 

reason as for theory. This part of the ELS is 

jurisprudence and is a philosophical look at 

the law, linking to key thinkers and ideas. 

This therefore requires students to apply 

their knowledge of law to a given theory, 

evaluate and discuss it, which is much more 

difficult at the start of the course than at the 

end. However, this topic is moveable and 

depending on where students are up to, 

could be taught at the end of tort or contract. 

It may be that there are two weeks remaining 

before Christmas and therefore one or two 

of the concepts could be taught at that time. 

However, this is dependent on the cohort 

and would be at the teachers discretion. 

All methods of course delivery incorporate 

the specific needs of the individual SEND 

students, referring to guidance from the 

SEND department where appropriate. The 

starting point for resource design is the 

requirements of  SEND students and 

therefore, the content can be delivered to all 

in the same way. 

 

Covid update: The impact of the pandemic 

has not changed the curriculum intent, the 

content or the delivery as all elements of the 

course need to be delivered regardless of 

whether learning is completed at home or in 

College. The transition from between home 

and on-site learning was facilitated through 

Teams. This has proved a useful tool in 

enabling all students to access study 

materials, and communication with 

teachers. This is continuing to be used so 

students know where to find materials to use 

when absent through illness but also so that 
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- Misrepresentation 

- Economic duress 

Discharge of contract 

- Performance 

- Breach 

- Frustration 

Remedies 

- Compensatory damages 

- Equitable remedies 

- Termination of contract for breach. 

Theory of contract law 

- freedom of contract 

- theory behind formation of a contract 

- nature and effectiveness of 

exemption clauses 

- nature and effectiveness of 

remedies 

English Legal System (Paper1, Paper 2, 

Paper 3) 

Nature of law 

- Law and society – balancing 

competing interests 

- Law and society – fault 

- Law and morality 

- Law and justice 

 

they can review, consolidate and revise 

content they are feeling less confident 

about.  

One technique that Year 13 are finding 

useful is a lecture style delivery of content in 

lessons then using the resources and 

materials provided to consolidate and 

practise exam stye responses. This is 

helping with confidence and retention of 

information after such a disrupted period of 

time. 
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 What is the overarching purpose/vision for 

the curriculum in this year?  

To support our students mathematical 

needs across a broad range of subjects and 

provide a platform for subsequent 

quantitative evaluation in future higher 

education and employment. More 

specifically:- 

• To stretch and inspire those higher 

achievers to aim for a A*-A grade 

and look to continue their maths 

beyond KS5 with a maths degree or 

degree with maths content. 

• To encourage and inspire those 

middle achievers to aim for A*- B 

grade and to enjoy their KS5 maths 

studies. 

• To bridge and support those lower 

achievers from KS4 to KS5 so that 

they are motivated to aim for a A-E 

grade and complete the course. 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

The AS content in Y12 continues the topics 

from GCSE Grade 6-9 and introduces 

calculus, mechanics and their applications. 

It emphasises how mathematical ideas are 

interconnected and can be applied to model 

situations mathematically, helping to 

understand the physical world and solve 

problems in the sciences, social sciences 

and business worlds for example. 

How do the knowledge/skills developed in 

this year feed forward into Year 13? 

Y12 fosters an understanding of the 

coherence and progression in maths and 

how different fields of maths are connected. 

They start to develop their mathematical 

knowledge to a point where they can make 

logical and reasoned decisions to solve 

problems in a variety of contexts and then, 

most importantly, communicate the rationale 

behind these decisions. 

What influenced your curriculum choices? 

(e.g. research, CPD, subject networks etc.) 

The MEI Investigations into the impact of the 

new curriculum changes released in March 

2018 and the support provided by AQA, 

using the College as local hub for supporting 

rollout of the new curriculum. 

 What are the topics? 

• Proof 

• Algebra & Functions 

• Co-ordinate Geometry 

• Series and Sequence 

• Trigonometry 

• Exponentials and logarithms 

• Differentiation 

• Integration 

• Statistical Sampling 

• Data Representation 

• Probability 

• Distributions 

• Hypothesis Testing 

• Vectors 

• Kinematics 

• Forces & Newtons law 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

• Be able to construct and present 

mathematical arguments through 

appropriate diagrams, logical 

deductions and precise statements 

using correct notation and language. 

• Recognise the underlying 

mathematical requirement in a 

situation and simplify/abstract 

appropriately to enable the problem 

to be solved. 

• Understand and use mathematical 

modelling assumptions 

appropriately. 

 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

• Oxford AQA Yr 1 and Yr 2 

Textbooks – 2 books issued for 

every student. 

• Underground Maths 

• Kerboodle 

• Mymaths.co.uk 

• CASIO Graphical Calculators (95% 

coverage) 

 

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics? When are opportunities 

for revision built in? 

Delivery of topics is split between two 

teachers for every group to optimise range 

of teaching styles and resources for 

students and all groups are mixed ability. 

Topics are delivered in accordance with the 

scheme of work which splits the topics into 

units of between 1 and 3 weeks. 

Assessments takes place at the end of each 

half term with an annual cumulative 

assessment taking place at the end of Y12 

using the most recent AS exam papers. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Topics are arranged based on the following 

criteria:- 

• The interconnectivity of topics. 

• Recommendation from AQA 

• Feedback from students and 

teachers in terms of challenge and 

response of students to topics. 

• Extensive A Level teaching 

experience of the 10 A Level 

teachers in the department. 

 

What does assessment look like? 

Topic and formative assessment is through 

60min papers, developed internally to test 

students on the most significant 

misconceptions of a topic and ability to recall 

and problem solve under pressure. 

Teachers will mark and formally feed back, 

with priority given to discussion of 

misconceptions and action taken to support 

those not meeting recall expectations. 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

At the end of Y12 we use the most recent AS 

papers to provide summative assessment 

as to where the cohort is in relation to 

previous years and their overall KS5 

progression. Feedback is similar to topic 

tests. 

 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Prep is given to encourage students to take 

responsibility for fluency practice and 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

We have had a long historical connection 

with AQA and we chose to remain with them 

because of our priority to provide some 

consistency to staff, students and parents 

during the transition to the new curriculum . 

We are following the AQA A-level 

Mathematics (7357) specification. We 

believe that this provides continuity for 

students from the College who study the 

AQA GCSE specification and that it is fully 

accessible to those that join the College. 

The resources provided by AQA fully allow 

for support and extension materials to be 

produced to aid the progress of all students. 

 

 

encourage “habit of mind” for independent 

study. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

 What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

Students must be able to demonstrate the 

following overarching knowledge and 

skills.  These must be applied, along with 

associated mathematical thinking and 

understanding, across the whole of the 

curriculum content set out below:- 

• Mathematical argument, language 

and proof 

• Mathematical problem solving 

• Mathematical modelling 

• Use of technology 

• Use of data in statistics. 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

The A2 content in Y13 builds and extends on 

the AS content put down in Y12 with the 

addition of two new topics in Numerical 

Measures and Moments.  

A2 will extend mathematical skills and 

techniques to further:- 

Reason logically; construct proofs; solve 

problems; represent situations 

mathematically; draw diagrams and sketch 

graphs; made deductions and inferences; 

interpret solutions and communicate 

interpretation; use technology such as 

graphical calculators effectively and take 

increased responsibility for their learning. 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

The MEI Investigations into the impact of the 

new curriculum changes released in March 

2018 and the support provided by AQA, 

using the College as local hub for supporting 

rollout of the new curriculum. 

 What are the topics? 

Proof 

• Algebra and functions 

• Co-ordinate geometry 

• Series and sequences 

• Trigonometry 

• Differentiation 

• Integration 

• Numerical methods 

• Probability 

• Distributions 

• Hypothesis Testing 

• Kinematics 

• Forces and Newtons Law 

• Moments 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

• Be able to construct and present 

mathematical arguments through 

appropriate diagrams, logical 

deductions and precise statements 

using correct notation and 

language. 

• Recognise the underlying 

mathematical requirement in a 

situation and simplify/abstract 

appropriately to enable the problem 

to be solved. 

• Understand and use mathematical 

modelling assumptions 

appropriately. 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

• Oxford AQA Yr 1 and Yr 2 

Textbooks – 2 books issued for 

every student. 

• Underground Maths 

• Kerboodle 

• Mymaths.co.uk 

• CASIO Graphical Calculators (95% 

coverage) 

 

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics? When are opportunities for 

revision built in? 

Delivery of topics is split between two 

teachers for every group to optimise range 

of teaching styles and resources for 

students and all groups are mixed ability. 

Topics are delivered in accordance with the 

scheme of work which splits the topics into 

units of between 1 and 3 weeks. 

Assessments takes place at the end of 

each half term. There is cumulative 

assessment of the pure mathematics 

elements of the course in January using the 

most recent A2 exam paper. 

The mechanics and statistics assessments 

take place March/April Y13 again using the 

most recent A2 exam papers. These will 

also further test aspects of the pure 

mathematics course. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Topics are arranged based on the following 

criteria:- 

• The interconnectivity of topics. 

• Recommendation from AQA 

• Feedback from students and 

teachers in terms of challenge and 

response of students to topics. 

• Extensive A Level teaching 

experience of the 10 A Level 

teachers in the department. 

 

What does assessment look like? 

Topic and formative assessment is through 

60min papers, developed internally to test 

students on the most significant 

misconceptions of a topic and ability to 

recall and problem solve under pressure. 

Teachers will mark and formally feed back, 

with priority given to discussion of 

misconceptions and action taken to support 

those not meeting recall expectations. 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

In January and March/April of Y13 we use 

the most recent A2 papers to provide 

summative assessment as to where the 

cohort is in relation to previous years and 



43 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 Maths Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

They should have a better understanding of 

how mathematical ideas are interconnected 

and can be applied to model situations 

mathematically. This will help them to 

understand the physical world and solve 

problems in the sciences, social sciences 

and business worlds for example. It will also 

have provided a platform for subsequent 

quantitative evaluation in future higher 

education and employment.  

 

their overall KS5 progression. Feedback is 

similar to topic tests. 

What part does prep play in the curriculum? 

Prep is given to encourage students to take 

responsibility for fluency practice and 

encourage “habit of mind” for independent 

study. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

 What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To support our students mathematical needs 

across a broad range of subjects and 

provide a platform for subsequent 

quantitative evaluation in future higher 

education and employment. More 

specifically:- 

• To stretch and inspire those higher 

achievers to aim for a A*-A grade 

and look to continue their maths 

beyond KS5 with a maths degree or 

degree with maths content. 

• To encourage and inspire those 

who have a passion for extending 

their mathematical knowledge 

beyond the A level specification but 

not necessarily the highest 

achievers to aim for A*- B grade 

and to enjoy their KS5 maths 

studies. 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

The AS Further Mathematics content in Y12 

continues the topics from the AS content of 

the A level maths scheme.  Exploring and 

developing the topics learnt and skills 

developed into a far wider view of the 

continued development of mathematics. It 

emphasises how mathematical ideas are 

interconnected and can be applied to model 

situations mathematically, helping to 

understand the physical world and solve 

problems in the sciences, social sciences 

and business worlds for example. 

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

Y12 fosters an understanding of the 

coherence and progression in maths and 

how different fields of maths are connected. 

They start to develop their mathematical 

knowledge to a point where they can make 

logical and reasoned decisions to solve 

  What are the topics? 

• Complex numbers 

• Algebra & Series 

• Curve sketching 

• Integration 

• Matrices 

• Vectors 

• Forces and energy 

• Momentum 

• Circular motion 

• Graphs and networks 

• Critical path analysis 

• Linear programming and game 

theory 

• Abstract algebra 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

• Be able to construct and present 

mathematical arguments through 

appropriate diagrams, logical 

deductions and precise statements 

using correct notation and 

language. 

• Recognise the underlying 

mathematical requirement in a 

situation and simplify/abstract 

appropriately to enable the problem 

to be solved. 

• Understand and use mathematical 

modelling assumptions 

appropriately. 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

• Oxford AQA Yr 1 and Yr 2 

Textbooks – 2 books issued for 

every student. 

• Integral Maths 

• Underground Maths 

• Kerboodle 

• Mymaths.co.uk 

• CASIO Graphical Calculators (95% 

coverage) 

 

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics? When are opportunities 

for revision built in? 

Delivery of topics is split between four 

teachers for the group to optimise a range 

of teaching styles and strengths, and 

resources for students. 

In the first term the AS maths topics are 

delivered in accordance with the scheme of 

work which splits the topics into units of 

between 1 and 2 weeks. Assessments take 

place at the end of each half term with an 

annual cumulative assessment taking place 

in January using the most recent AS exam 

papers.  During the second term the 

majority of the AS Further Maths topics are 

delivered, with specific teachers picking up 

their areas of strength to deliver.  Teachers 

carry out assessments half termly, with the 

most recent AS papers being used at the 

end of the year to give an assessment of 

how the students are achieving. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a 

particular way?  

Topics are arranged based on the following 

criteria:- 

• The interconnectivity of topics. 

• Recommendation from AQA 

• Feedback from students and 

teachers in terms of challenge and 

response of students to topics. 

• Extensive A Level teaching 

experience of the 4 A Level Further 

Maths teachers in the department. 

 

What does assessment look like? 

Topic and formative assessment is through 

60min papers, developed internally to test 

students on the most significant 

misconceptions of a topic and ability to 

recall and problem solve under pressure. 

Teachers will mark and formally feed back, 

with priority given to discussion of 

misconceptions and action taken to support 

those not meeting recall expectations. 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

At the end of Y12 we use the most recent 

AS papers to provide summative 

assessment as to where the cohort is in 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

problems in a variety of contexts and then, 

most importantly, communicate the rationale 

behind these decisions. 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

The MEI Investigations into the impact of the 

new curriculum changes released in March 

2018 and the support provided by AQA, 

using the College as local hub for supporting 

rollout of the new curriculum. 

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

We have had a long historical connection 

with AQA and we chose to remain with them 

because of our priority to provide some 

consistency to staff, students and parents 

during the transition to the new curriculum. 

We are following the AQA A-level Further 

Mathematics (7357) specification. For the 

applied section of the course we deliver the 

Mechanics and Discrete course content, and 

when appropriate allow individual students to 

opt for the  statistics element as a self study. 

We believe that this provides continuity for 

students from the College who study the AS 

specification. The resources provided by 

AQA fully allow for support and extension 

materials to be produced to aid the progress 

of all students. 

 

relation to previous years and their overall 

KS5 progression. Feedback is similar to 

topic tests. 

 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Prep is given to encourage students to take 

responsibility for fluency practice and 

encourage “habit of mind” for independent 

study. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

 What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

Students must be able to demonstrate the 

following overarching knowledge and 

skills.  These must be applied, along with 

associated mathematical thinking and 

understanding, across the whole of the 

curriculum content set out below:- 

• Mathematical argument, language 

and proof 

• Mathematical problem solving 

• Mathematical modelling 

• Use of technology 

• Use of data in statistics. 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

The A2 content in Y13 builds and extends on 

the AS content of both A level maths and A 

level Further Maths, put down in Y12 with 

the addition of four new topics for Further 

maths in Differential equations, Numerical 

Methods, Centres of mass and stability and 

Group theory.  

A2 will extend mathematical skills and 

techniques to further:- 

Reason logically; construct proofs; solve 

problems; represent situations 

mathematically; draw diagrams and sketch 

graphs; made deductions and inferences; 

interpret solutions and communicate 

interpretation; use technology such as 

graphical calculators effectively and take 

increased responsibility for their learning. 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

The MEI Investigations into the impact of the 

new curriculum changes released in March 

2018 and the support provided by AQA, 

  What are the topics? 

Proof 

• Complex numbers 

• Series 

• Curve sketching 

• Integration 

• Differential equations 

• Numerical methods 

• Matrices 

• Vectors 

• Circular motion 

• Centres of mass and stability 

• Graphs and networks 

• Critical path analysis 

• Linear programming and game 

theory 

• Group theory 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

• Be able to construct and present 

mathematical arguments through 

appropriate diagrams, logical 

deductions and precise statements 

using correct notation and 

language. 

• Recognise the underlying 

mathematical requirement in a 

situation and simplify/abstract 

appropriately to enable the problem 

to be solved. 

• Understand and use mathematical 

modelling assumptions 

appropriately. 

 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

• Oxford AQA Yr 1 and Yr 2 

Textbooks – 2 books issued for 

every student. 

• Integral Maths 

• Underground Maths 

• Kerboodle 

• Mymaths.co.uk 

• CASIO Graphical Calculators (95% 

coverage) 

 

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics? When are opportunities for 

revision built in? 

Delivery of topics is split between four 

teachers for the group to optimise a range 

of teaching styles and abilities and 

resources for students. 

Topics are delivered in accordance with the 

scheme of work with the A2 Maths course 

taught in the first term and the A2 Further 

maths course completed in the second 

term. Assessments takes place at the end 

of each half term. There is cumulative 

assessment of the A2 Maths course in 

January using the most recent A2 exam 

papers. 

The A2 Further maths assessments take 

place in March/April Y13 again using the 

most recent A2 exam papers. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Topics are arranged based on the following 

criteria:- 

• The interconnectivity of topics. 

• Recommendation from AQA 

• Feedback from students and 

teachers in terms of challenge and 

response of students to topics. 

• Extensive A Level teaching 

experience of the 10 A Level 

teachers in the department. 

 

What does assessment look like? 

Topic and formative assessment is through 

60min papers, developed internally to test 

students on the most significant 

misconceptions of a topic and ability to 

recall and problem solve under pressure. 

Teachers will mark and formally feed back, 

with priority given to discussion of 

misconceptions and action taken to support 

those not meeting recall expectations. 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

In January and March/April of Y13 we use 

the most recent A2 papers to provide 

summative assessment as to where the 

cohort is in relation to previous years and 

their overall KS5 progression. Feedback is 

similar to topic tests. 

What part does prep play in the curriculum? 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

using the College as local hub for supporting 

rollout of the new curriculum. 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

They should have a better understanding of 

how mathematical ideas are interconnected 

and can be applied to model situations 

mathematically. This will help them to 

understand the physical world and solve 

problems in the sciences, social sciences 

and business worlds for example. It will also 

have provided a platform for subsequent 

quantitative evaluation in future higher 

education and employment.  

 

Prep is given to encourage students to take 

responsibility for fluency practice and 

encourage “habit of mind” for independent 

study. 

 



48 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 12 Music Current Curriculum Allocation:  
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

     In this year students will be supported in 

forming personal and meaningful 

relationships with music through 

the development of musical knowledge, 

understanding and skills, including 

performing composing and listening 

and appraising. Students will be 

encouraged to engage critically and 

creatively with a wide range of music and 

musical contexts, develop an 

understanding of the place of music 

in different cultures and contexts, and 

reflect on how music is used in the 

expression of personal and collective 

identities.   

 

     The 3 main skills of 

performing, composing   

        and listening /appraising have been 

taught consistently through KS3 and 

KS4 so this year should provide a natural 

progression onwards from what has 

gone before.   

     

       The overall A Level course is a two-year 

linear course so everything that is taught in 

this year will be needed and built upon in 

Year 13.  The curriculum rigour is 

influenced by the quality of 

musicians we have at the College 

requiring a more 

academic course. Secondary colleagues 

in the MAT don't teach A Level. The 

Edexcel specification has served us well 

for over 25 years with a good balance of 

performing, composing 

and listening/appraising to eighteen set 

works. These eighteen set works include 

six overarching titles of Vocal Music, 

Instrumental Music, Music for Film, 

Popular Music and Jazz, Fusions and New 

Directions. This provides an eclectic 

knowledge that would lead naturally 

onto further study at university.  

 

The Edexcel AS/ A Level Anthology of Music 

and corresponding CDs continue to be used 

throughout the year. The Sibelius computer 

program is used for composing.  

• Introduction to the course (4 

weeks):  

• Free composition, Vocal Music, 

performance (3 weeks) 

• Free composition inspirations and 

task setting:  

• Vocal Music: J.S. Bach, Cantata, 

Ein feste Burg, BWV 80: Movements 

1, 2 and 8 Mozart, The Magic Flute: 

Act 1 Nos. 4 and 5.  

•  Preparation for the performance 

component is ongoing 

• Vocal Music, free composition, 

performance (7 weeks):  

• Vocal Music: Vaughan Williams, On 

Wenlock Edge: Nos. 1, 3 and 5. 

• Work on free composition is 

ongoing.  

• Instrumental Music (3 

weeks): Vivaldi, Concerto in D 

Minor, Op. 3 No. 11. Clara 

Schumann, Piano Trio in G minor, 

Op.17: Movement 1. Berlioz, 

Symphonie Fantastique: Movement 

1.  

• Preparatory exercises are started 

towards composition to a brief 

assessing technique.  

• Instrumental Music (3 weeks):  

• Music for Film (3 weeks): Bernard 

Herrmann, Psycho excerpts. Rachel 

Portman, The Duchess excerpts. 

• Preparatory exercises are continued 

towards composition to a brief 

assessing technique. 

• Music for Film: Danny Elfman, 

Batman Returns excerpts.  

• Popular Music and Jazz: The 

Beatles: selected songs from 

Revolver. Courtney Pine: selected 

songs from Back in the Day. Kate 

Bush: selected songs from Hounds 

of Love. 

   

The 11 lesson allocation is divided into 2 

harmony lessons, 4 composition lessons in 

an ICT suite and 5 lessons on listening and 

appraising of set works. Performance is 

covered through private practice and 

instrumental lessons with visiting 

instrumental teachers. 

 

Topics are sequenced using the three 

overarching titles of Vocal Music, 

Instrumental Music and Music for Film. The 

simpler pieces in each group are 

approached first. Students can also see how 

the pieces included in each group relate to 

each other. They see patterns of things that 

remain the same over time and things that 

change. This is very useful for 

context questions and showing how music 

has gradually evolved over time. There is 

revision at the start of most analysis lessons 

with the work being based on prior 

knowledge from GCSE and A Level. 

Performing is assessed by College 

instrumental staff and ABRSM music 

examination grades where appropriate. 

Composition has tutorial style one to 

one continuous assessment with verbal 

feedback. Electronic comments 

are regularly left on the digital score on 

how best to proceed and improve/develop 

the work. Listening and appraising is 

assessed through regular exam style 

listening questions and tests requiring 

short one-word answers, bullet points or 

essays. This does offer green pen 

opportunities that are planned into 

curriculum time. Set works, covered earlier 

in the year, can often be revisited for 

cumulative assessment. 

 

Varied styles of prep are regularly set. 

These include completing performing and 

composing coursework and revising and 

completing essays for the written 

examination on the eighteen set works. 

For SENd students: There are opportunities 

to revisit each set work throughout the 

course to consolidate learning.  

Teachers demonstrate a lot of modelling in 

lessons.  
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

 They use clozed passages and more 

scaffolding when doing written work.   
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

   

In this year students will be allowed to 

develop particular strengths and interests, 

encourage lifelong learning and provide 

access to higher education and university 

degree courses in music and music-related 

subjects, as well as music related and other 

careers. 

 

The 3 main skills of performing, composing 

and listening /appraising have been 

taught consistently through KS3, KS4 and 

KS5 so this year should provide a natural 

progression onwards from what has 

gone before in Y12. 

 

The overall A Level course is a two-year 

linear course so everything that is taught in 

this year will be needed and built upon in 

Year 13. This curriculum is influenced by the 

quality of musicians we have at the College 

requiring a more academic course. The 

Edexcel specification has served us well 

for over 25 years with a good balance of 

performing, composing 

and listening/appraising to eighteen set 

works. These eighteen set works include six 

overarching titles of Vocal Music, 

Instrumental Music, Music for Film, 

Popular Music and Jazz, Fusions and New 

Directions. This provides an eclectic 

knowledge that would lead naturally 

onto further study at university. 

 

At the end of this year students' skills should 

have grown so that they are now 

consummate performers and 

composers. They should also have an 

advanced academic musical knowledge that 

would serve them well if they wanted to go 

and study music at university. 

For SENd students:  

There are opportunities to revisit each set 

work throughout the course to consolidate 

learning. 

  

Teachers demonstrate a lot of modelling in 

lessons.  

They use clozed passages and more 

scaffolding when doing written work.  

The Edexcel AS/ A Level Anthology of Music 

and corresponding CDs continue to be used 

throughout the year. The Sibelius computer 

program is used for composing.  

• Thorough revision of areas of study 

from Year One (4 weeks)  

• Popular Music & Jazz (3 weeks):  

• Revise, refine, complete and record 

free composition.  

• Continue preparatory work towards 

brief assessing technique.  

• Preparation for the performance 

component is ongoing. 

• Fusions: Debussy, Estampes: Nos. 

1 and 2. Anoushka Shankar: 

Breathing under water selected 

tracks. Familia Valera Miranda: 

Caña quema selected songs.  

• Continue preparatory work towards 

brief assessing technique.  

• Preparation for the performance 

component is ongoing. 

• New Directions: Cage, Three 

Dances for two prepared pianos: No. 

1. Stravinsky, The Rite of Spring 

excerpts. Saariaho, Petals. 

• Continue preparatory work towards 

brief assessing technique.  

• Preparation for the performance 

component is ongoing.  

• Record final performance.  

• Complete and record composition to 

a brief assessing technique.  

• Revise areas of study. 

• Thorough revision of all areas of 

study  

• Continue preparatory work towards 

brief assessing technique.   

• Preparation for the performance 

component is ongoing. 

• Examination 

 

In the Spring Term academic lessons can be 

suspended to facilitate the completion of the 

60% performing and composing 

coursework. Once that is complete, all 10 

lessons are used for revision and 

examination practice for the 40% written 

examination. 

 

Topics are sequenced using the three 

overarching titles of Popular Music and 

Jazz, Fusions and New Directions. 

The simpler pieces in each group are 

approached first. Students can also see how 

the pieces included in each group relate to 

each other. They see patterns of things that 

remain the same over time and things that 

change. This is very useful for 

context questions and showing how music 

has gradually evolved over time. There is 

revision at the start of most analysis lessons 

with the work being based on 

prior knowledge from GCSE and A Level. 

Performing is assessed by College 

instrumental staff and ABRSM 

music examination grades where 

appropriate. Composition has tutorial style 

one to one continuous assessment with 

verbal feedback. Electronic comments 

are regularly left on the digital score on 

how best 

to proceed and improve/develop the work. 

Listening and appraising is assessed 

through regular exam style listening 

questions and tests requiring short one-

word answers, bullet points or essays. This 

does offer green pen opportunities that are 

planned into curriculum time. Set works, 

covered earlier in the year, can often be 

revisited for cumulative assessment. 

 

Varied styles of prep are regularly 

set. These include completing performing 

and composing coursework and revising 

and completing essays for the written 

examination on the eighteen set works. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

The PE department aim to equip students 

with both a depth and breadth of 

knowledge, understanding and skills 

relating to scientific, socio-cultural and 

practical aspects of physical education. 

This will require them to: 

- develop theoretical knowledge and 

understanding of the factors that underpin 

physical activity and sport and use this 

knowledge to improve performance and  

understand how physiological and 

psychological states affect performance 

- understand the key socio-cultural factors 

that influence people's involvement in 

physical activity and sport 

understand the role of technology in 

physical activity and sport 

- refine their ability to perform effectively in 

physical activity and sport by developing 

skills and techniques and selecting and 

using tactics, strategies and/or 

compositional ideas 

- develop their ability to analyse and 

evaluate to improve performance 

- understand the contribution which 

physical activity makes to health and fitness 

- improve as effective and independent 

learners and as critical and reflective 

thinkers with curious and enquiring minds. 

The students follow the AQA syllabus which 

provides the means to achieve these aims 

through both a practical and theoretical 

element. 

 

3.1.1 Applied anatomy and physiology 

Students should develop knowledge and 

understanding of the changes within the 

body systems prior to exercise, during 

exercise of differing intensities and during 

recovery. 

Students should be able to interpret data 

and graphs relating to changes within the 

musculo-skeletal, cardio-respiratory and 

neuro-muscular systems and the use of 

energy systems during different types of 

physical activity and sport, and the recovery 

process. 

3.1.2 Skill acquisition 

This section focuses on how skill is 

acquired and the impact of psychological 

factors on performance. Students should 

develop knowledge and understanding of 

the principles required to optimise learning 

of new, and the development of existing, 

skills in a range of physical activities. 

Students should be able to understand and 

interpret graphical representations 

associated with skill acquisition theories 

3.1.3 Sport and society 

Students should develop knowledge and 

understanding of the interaction between, 

and the evolution of, sport and society. 

Students should be able to understand, 

interpret and analyse data and graphs 

relating to participation in physical activity 

and sport. 

The text -book used is AQA A Level PE. 

 

Each unit is delivered alongside the others 

in parallel. In delivering the content the 

teachers is aiming to enable the student to; 

• Demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of the factors that 

underpin performance and 

involvement in physical activity and 

sport. 

• Apply knowledge and 

understanding of the factors that 

underpin performance and 

involvement in physical activity and 

sport. 

• Analyse and evaluate the factors 

that underpin performance and 

involvement in physical activity and 

sport 

The teaching methods adopted are wide 

ranging and may vary from unit to unit and 

will include:  

• Teacher explanations  

• Group tasks 

• Short, structured, enquiry-based 

activities  

• Discussions and debates of key 

themes 

• Collaborative and independent 

work  

• Focused reading 

• Independent Research  

•    Collection of DVD evidence for 

NEA 

• Presentations to demonstrate 

practical skills and sporting 

knowledge. 

Assessment of the NEA is ongoing and 

leads into year 13. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Our aim during year 13  is improve the 

students  as effective and independent 

learners and as critical and reflective 

thinkers with curious and enquiring minds. 

The topics studied in year 13 build upon the 

knowledge and skills acquired during the 

first year of the course. Students will draw 

together their skills, knowledge and 

understanding from across the full course 

of study, 

demonstrating their understanding of the 

relationships between theory and practice. 

Students are moving more towards  writing 

more ‘extended responses’ where evidence 

of sufficient length is generated to allow 

them to demonstrate their ability to 

construct and develop a sustained line of 

reasoning which is coherent, relevant, 

substantiated and logically structured. 

The non-exam assessment (NEA) aspect of 

the qualification requires students to 

develop their ability and aptitude in physical 

activity, demonstrating appropriate skills 

and techniques .  

 

3.2.1 Exercise physiology 

Students should understand the 

adaptations to the body systems through 

training or lifestyle, and how these changes 

affect the efficiency of those systems 

3.2.2 Biomechanical movement 

Students should develop knowledge and 

understanding of motion and forces, and 

their relevance to performance in physical 

activity and sport. 

Students should have a knowledge and use 

of biomechanical definitions, equations, 

formulae and units of measurement and 

demonstrate the ability to plot, label and 

interpret biomechanical graphs and 

diagrams 

3.2.3 Sport psychology 

In this section students will develop 

knowledge and understanding of the role of 

sport psychology in optimising performance 

in physical activity and sport. 

Students should be able to understand and 

interpret graphical representations 

associated with sport psychology theories 

3.2.4 Sport and society and the role of 

technology in physical activity and sport 

Students should develop knowledge and 

understanding of the interaction between, 

and the evolution of, sport and society and 

the technological developments in physical 

activity and sport 

NEA 

For their coursework students will provide 

DVD of their performance in a fully 

competitive situation and a written analysis 

and evaluation of a performance. 

 

Once again there is parallel teaching 

around the topic areas and one member of 

the teaching body taking responsibility for 

the NEA. 

The coursework requires the student to 

obtain, edit and annotate DVD evidence of 

their performance in a chosen activity. 

There is work in small groups around how 

to do this followed by independent 

completion of the task. There 

are intermediate deadlines for the 

completion of various parts of 

the coursework to ensure effective 

monitoring. It is finished by 

Christmas, there is then final feedback 

before submission at February half-term.  

What teachers can do: Teachers may 

review work before it is handed in for final 

assessment. Advice must remain at the 

general level, enabling candidates to take 

the initiative in making amendments.  

What teachers cannot do: Teachers may 

not give detailed advice and suggestions as 

to how the work may be improved in order 

to meet the assessment criteria.  

As part of the preparation for the 

coursework teachers will provide informed 

guidance on specific demands of the task. 

The teacher will ensure that learners are 

clear about the assessment criteria. 

Exemplars will be used to highlight the 

skills which the students will need to meet 

both from a practical and written 

perspective. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To enable students to start to develop their 

own creative voice. To build on students’ 

skills gained through GCSE and transition 

to A-Level. Students work with the teacher 

who mentors them to develop individual 

and expressive projects. Students are 

developing and refining their work and 

more time is spent on conceptual ideas and 

the importance of concepts and  

communication in Art. 

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

The students all follow the same theme and 

from there develop an individual focus, 

similarly to y11 work. Emphasis is on 

independence, commitment and work ethic. 

Students expand and develop their skills 

and knowledge of artists, materials and 

techniques. 

The course is linear with GCSE so all 

previous knowledge of sketchbook work is 

directly relevant. 

 

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

Emphasis on Art history, theory, and larger 

debates within Photography is deepened 

as the year continues. Gaps in knowledge 

from students coming from different schools 

or subject backgrounds are filled in 

preparation for y13. Techniques are 

recapped or introduced to allow for 

complete independence with media in year 

13. 

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.)  

Consideration of post-A-level options and 

what skills are necessary for a successful 

future (with a particular emphasis on Art 

and Design based careers or 

Higher Education options), consideration of 

the A-level course criteria and what skills 

are necessary to achieve well in those 

qualifications, Subject network 

discussions, experience of developing and 

What are the topics? 

Camera techniques 

Darkroom techniques 

The formal elements/composition 

Sketchbook process  

Independent work skills 

Exam project procedure 

 

Art and Photography history and theory 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Image making skills covering a wide range 

of techniques including digital/analogue. 

Theory behind composition – what each 

formal element can aide in 

communicating. How and why a picture 

can work when you follow the rules or 

break them. 

Sketchbook structure and how to use one 

effectively. This also covers how to 

critically analyse the work of others and 

oneself and then respond to it. How to 

refine and improve craft skill and visual 

communication. How to develop ideas 

through careful consideration of work 

completed and collected so far.  

Communication skills, written and image 

based. 

Independent research, planning and 

evaluation skills. 

The purpose of the assessment objectives 

and how and why to meet them.  

Overview of Photographic history and 

theory including its relationship to Art and 

Science. 

 

In terms of specific subject matter, each 

student has the opportunity to individualise 

their project and so their knowledge/skills 

focus. This allows for each student to have 

teaching that is appropriate to their skill 

level and allows a high level of 

personalisation and choice. This leads to 

exciting and individual artwork that 

showcases a range of topics and skills. 

All students follow the same basic course 

structure but their work will be based on 

different artists and go in completely 

different directions. 

All students work to the assessment 

objectives as laid out by Edexcel. 

 

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics? When are opportunities 

for revision built in? 

Autumn term: Initial project covering - 

Camera techniques, 

Darkroom techniques, The formal 

elements/composition, Sketchbook 

process, Independent work skills (these 

partly continue through the year) 

 

Spring term: Initial project completed with a 

final response 

Second project or mock exam project begun 

covering - Exam project procedure and 

working through previous processes more  

 independently. 

 

Summer term: Complete mock exam project 

with a final response that will go on display 

at the Forum exhibition held annually. Begin 

Isms project - the main coursework project 

that continues into y13, with emphasis on 

Art History and theory, introduction to the 

personal study. 

Supported study is available at various 

times. Students can use all Art rooms during 

independent study periods, breaks and after 

school if H&S guidelines are stuck to. One 

to one meetings outside of lessons are 

offered to students when necessary. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Topic sequence has been worked out 

logically: how to make pictures, then how to 

improve the composition, then how to 

develop/respond/analyse/improve, then 

working through the processes more 

independently. The mock exam project is 

next as we have found that students tend to 

need to develop more before tackling the 

more conceptual Isms project. The 

theoretical nature of it requires a stronger 

foundation of knowledge and a certain 

maturity of thought, so works best as the 

final coursework project. 

What does assessment look like? 

The department have developed an 

assessment sheet that follows the four 

assessment objectives, these are 

used across all disciplines. The feedback is 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

teaching art at a variety of schools, 

evaluating and collaborating with the 

department to review work and curriculum 

as part of our departmental meetings. 

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

Edexcel for their complexity and depth of 

links to history of art. Leading directly from 

the GCSE syllabus allows development of 

knowledge, skills and understanding and 

helps with continuity. Strong ties within the 

department to Edexcel has given useful 

insight to their procedures and ethos – Rory 

McShane has worked for them for several 

years. 

 

COVID ADAPTATIONS: 

In order to keep the curriculum as thorough 

as possible the following adaptations were 

made for the curriculum: 

• Materials: using salt dough instead 

of clay. 

Being flexible and allowing students 

to use coloured pens rather than 

paint for example. 

• Powerpoints to support learning for 

each topic 

with instructions for techniques. 

• Using the visuliasers to record 

demonstrations and do 

live demos. This was critical for 

students who are in a different 

time zone. 

• Prep put on hold 

• Students to upload photos of their 

work on Teams 

• When out of lockdown curriculum 

ran as normal as 

we bubbled sets of materials 

for students. 

• Teams meetings to do live book 

reviews. 

• Year 10 Mock exam cancelled and 

replaced by another coursework 

project in Year 11. 

• Mock exams to run for students 

to create evidence for AO4: final 

pieces. 

 

What textbooks/supporting materials 

are used? 

Demonstrations 

Edexcel exemplars 

Previous sketchbook examples of different 

grades 

Edexcel Mark sheets 

As a department we try to collaborate to 

develop resources and materials for the 

projects. This includes exemplars and 

practical examples from previous years, 

PowerPoints, handouts, visual resources, 

differentiated materials. We have a library 

of Art books and visual resources and use 

internet resources where appropriate 

(Pinterest boards, videos etc.). 

Trips to Galleries in London 

detailed appropriately to each year group. 

We teach students about the assessment 

objectives using exemplars from 

the department. Self assessment is a vital 

part of the work students do, particularly 

through regular evaluations. As 

a department we also try to build peer 

assessment into the course. 

Edexcel AS mark sheets are also used to 

give extra clarification on the assessment 

objectives. 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

The nature of the assessment objectives is 

to assess how a project is working 

cumulatively – each part works with the rest. 

How is feedback given? 

Verbal feedback is a constant part of the 

Photography course. Written feedback is 

given through assessment sheets 

or lists/notes.  

 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum?  

Individual and group deadlines are given 

regularly but prep time is increasingly 

expected to be used and planned 

independently. As Photography sometimes 

relies on locations or time heavy shoot set-

ups prep can often be a useful means of 

completing work impractical to complete in 

class time. When appropriate, students can 

use their time in school to use the facilities 

available and then use their prep time to 

write up their work. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To ensure students are able to express their 

own creative voice. To build on students’ 

skills gained through previous years to 

prepare them for post-A-level options. 

Students work with the teacher who mentors 

them to develop individual and expressive 

projects. The curriculum this year is to 

facilitate individual creativity and for 

students to fully develop their artistic voice 

as a life-long lover of the Arts. 

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

Y12 emphasis on Art history, theory, 

context, and larger debates within 

Photography has deepened enough to 

prepare them for the personal study element 

of the course. Gaps in knowledge from 

students coming from different schools or 

subject backgrounds should now have been 

filled so that all students have a good 

understand of the techniques and subject 

matters available for them to cover. All 

sketchbook skills should be enough that 

students are able to feel confident applying 

these skills increasingly independently  

through y13.  

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices?  

Consideration of post-A-level options and 

what skills are necessary for a successful 

future (with particular emphasis on Art and 

Design based careers or Higher 

Education options), consideration of the A-

level course criteria and what skills are 

necessary to achieve well in 

those qualifications, Subject network 

discussions, experience of developing and 

teaching art at a variety of 

schools, evaluating and collaborating with 

the department to review work and 

curriculum as part of our departmental 

meetings. 

 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

      What are the topics? 

      ‘Isms’ – Art and Photography History and 

theory. This includes the personal study 

essay. 

    Externally set exam project 

     

    What knowledge/skills are taught? 

    Critical analysis and essay skills 

A deepened ability to analyse ones own work 

and to be able to critically place it in its 

theoretical and historical context. 

       Independent application of previously 

acquired skills 

       Continued introduction of new artists and 

techniques as appropriate to each 

student’s individual project. 

       In terms of specific subject matter, each 

student has the opportunity to individualise 

their project and so their knowledge/skills 

focus. This allows for each student to have 

teaching that is appropriate to their skill 

level and allows a high level of 

personalisation and choice. This leads to 

exciting and individual artwork that 

showcases a range of topics and skills. 

    All students follow the same basic course 

structure but their work will be based on 

different artists and go in completely 

different directions. 

    All students work to the assessment 

objectives as laid out by Edexcel. 

        

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

      Demonstrations 

      Edexcel exemplars 

       Previous sketchbook examples of different 

grades 

      Edexcel Mark sheets 

       As a department we try to collaborate to 

develop resources and materials for the 

projects. This includes exemplars and 

practical examples from previous years, 

PowerPoints, handouts, visual resources, 

differentiated materials. We have a library 

of Art books and visual resources and use 

internet resources where appropriate 

(Pinterest boards, videos etc.). 

       Trips to Galleries in London 

   

     COVID ADAPTATIONS: 

How is this year of study organised in the 

run up to exams? 

The Isms project runs up to the January 

mock exams, culminating in the 3-day 

practical mock exam. The personal study 

runs alongside and interweaves with this 

project (it is written about the project to a 

certain extent). 

The externally set exam project is issued at 

the beginning of February. We try to tie in a 

Gallery trip to London at around the same 

time to maximise research opportunities for 

students. 

Supported study is available at various 

times. Students can use all Art rooms during 

independent study periods, breaks and after 

school if H&S guidelines are stuck to. One to 

one meetings outside of lessons are offered 

to students when necessary. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Topic sequence structure runs on from year 

12.  

The exam board releases the externally set 

exam project in February, giving students a 

minimum number of weeks they need to be 

able to prepare before the final exam. There 

is no maximum number of weeks/hours – 

the beginning is dictated by the theme 

release date. 

 

What does assessment look like? 

The department have developed an 

assessment sheet that follows the four 

assessment objectives, these are 

used across all disciplines. The feedback is 

detailed appropriately to each year group. 

We teach students about the assessment 

objectives using exemplars from 

the department. Self assessment is a vital 

part of the work students do, particularly 

through regular evaluations. As 

a department we also try to build peer 

assessment into the course. 

Edexcel A level mark sheets are also used 

to give extra clarification on the assessment 

objectives. 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

The nature of the assessment objectives is 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Deepened skills that would have been 

evident at the end of y11: Creative problem-

solving; critical analysis; independent 

research; independent planning and 

evaluation; visual communication skills; 

confidence in using a range of media and 

techniques. 

 

By this stage students have all the skills to 

work independently and experimentally. We 

aim for students to have developed their 

individual voice when it comes to visual 

language, and for them to be open and 

critical consumers of imagery – Fine Art yes 

but also advertising, television, graphic 

design etc. 

 The ability to review, refine, and find a way to 

move forward. 

 

     In order to keep the curriculum as thorough 

as 

possible the following adaptations were 

made for the curriculum: 

• Materials: using salt dough instead 

of clay. 

Being flexible and allowing students 

to use coloured pens rather than 

paint for example. 

• Powerpoints to support learning for 

each topic 

with instructions for techniques. 

• Using the visuliasers to record 

demonstrations and do 

live demos. This was critical for 

students who are in a different 

time zone. 

• Prep put on hold 

• Students to upload photos of their 

work on Teams 

• When out of lockdown curriculum 

ran as normal as 

we bubbled sets of materials 

for students. 

• Teams meetings to do live book 

reviews. 

• Evidence for assessment objectives 

to come from a variety of 

projects including the Year 12 ones. 

• More individual support for students 

than is normally necessary at this 

stage. 

 

to assess how a project is working 

cumulatively – each part works with the rest. 

 

How is feedback given? 

Verbal feedback is a constant part of the 

Photography course. Written feedback is 

given through assessment sheets 

or lists/notes.  

 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Individual and group deadlines are given 

regularly but prep time is expected to be 

used and planned independently. As 

Photography sometimes relies on locations 

or time heavy shoot set-ups prep can often 

be a useful means of completing work 

impractical to complete in class time. When 

appropriate, students can use their time in 

school to use the facilities available and then 

use their prep time to write up their work. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

The purpose of year 12 Politics is to build 

students knowledge of UK and US 

government and politics, key Papers for the 

end of Year 13 A-Level exam, so as to 

ensure exam success for all (including 

SEND) and progression into university, 

apprenticeships, work and for effective 

participation in the society in which they live 

As students come to study A-Level politics 

with limited  study of the subject, we start 

with the very basics to build confidence and 

interest in the subject.  

In the Social Sciences Department (Law, 

Politics and Sociology) we have a general 

departmental guide to our curriculum intent 

that is then broken down by subject: 

 

Cross subject social sciences intent 

Studying + Learning + Participation = 

Success in Society 

AKA 

Sociology + Law + Politics = Social 

Sciences 

Studying – to develop knowledge and 

understanding of society from a social, 

political and/or legal stance, and to 

encourage enjoyment and success in social 

sciences. 

 Learning – to learn the required knowledge 

and skills to prepare students for A-

Levels/degree level study/employment, 

whilst also learning how to actively 

participate and become a successful 

member of society. 

Participation – to participate in lessons 

and/or wider college/community to develop 

a connectivity between studying and 

practical experience whether led by the 

school or the individual student. 

Politics specific intent 

Studying politics will provide students with 

knowledge and understanding of the role of 

politics in society, comparing UK 

government and politics with US 

government and politics within the historical 

context of ideologies 

Learning about political systems, 

participation and ideologies students will be 

able to explain  historical and current events 

to develop their analytical, critical thinking, 

Students are provided with three textbooks: 

UK Government and Politics for A-Level – 

Lynch, Fairclough, Cooper (Hodder) 

US Government and Politics for A-Level – 

Lynch, Fairclough, Cooper (Hodder) 

Political Ideologies – Heywood 

Other resources available to students: 

Political Ideologies for A-Level – Kelly, 

McNaughton (Hodder) 

Revision notes for UK Government and 

Politics – Hodder 

Revision notes for US Government and 

Politics – Hodder 

Revision notes for Political Ideas – Hodder 

Student Unit Guides for AQA UK Government 

- Hodder 

Student Unit Guide for AQA UK Politics – 

Hodder 

Student Unit Guide for AQA Political Ideas – 

Hodder 

Prechewedpolitics.co.uk 

Tutor2U (although main focus is edexcel 

spec) 

Seneca (although limited resources 

available) 

Texts of key thinkers for political ideas e.g. 

The Communist Manifesto 

Politics review magazine 

BBC 

The FT online 

The Times 

Newspapers in Reading Room 

Other news websites/TV/radio shows e.g. 

Question Time 

 

Content 

Paper 1 – UK Government and Politics 

• The nature and sources of the 

British constitution. 

• The structure and role of 

parliament 

• The Prime Minister and the 

Cabinet 

• The Judiciary 

• Devolution 

• Democracy and Participation 

• Elections and referendums 

• Political Parties 

• Pressure Groups 

• The European Union 

One teacher teaches UK government, and 

the other teachers UK politics over the whole 

of Year 12. The same split is applied to 

paper 2 so that the one teacher focuses on 

government and the other on politics. As one 

teacher is specialising in government and 

the other in politics, it enables the 

comparative option of paper 2 to be covered 

effectively. The majority of these papers will 

be covered in Year 12. Any topics that have 

not been taught or are unfinished are carried 

over into Year 13. 

The order of topics can vary depending on 

key political events in the academic year e.g. 

a general election, referendum, presidential 

election etc. However, the structure is 

slightly different from the exam board as 

some topics tie together more easily e.g. 

pressure groups and democracy and 

participation. Each topic will take between 

one and three weeks to complete. The 

course delivery is fluid as politics is an ever-

changing area and it is important to tie topics 

to current affairs. 

 

 

There are three ‘big’ assessments each 

academic year which will provide an 

extended review of student knowledge. This 

could be in the form of a mock exam or a 

more targeted in lesson timed written 

assessment. Each of these three 

assessments will not only assess current 

content but also content that has previously 

been taught. There will be detailed feedback 

given in lessons, designed to provide 

informative and useful guidance along with 

activities and green pen to encourage 

progress. Therefore, feedback is to be held 

over a minimum of three lessons to enable 

students to embed the advice given and to 

feed forward into the next formal 

assessment. Feedback will be both verbal 

and written for formal assessments 

 

Each lesson will have informal assessment 

with activities to assess current content but 

also previous content. This could be in the 

form of Q&A, mark written responses to 

exam questions, quizzes. Assessment may 
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communication and evaluative skills. 

Participation inside and outside of the 

classroom will develop students 

understanding of the connectivity between 

real-life and study which students can draw 

upon for higher education and employment, 

whilst also helping to create informed 

individuals. 

 

Cross subject social sciences intent 

Studying + Learning + Participation = 

Success in Society 

AKA 

Sociology + Law + Politics = Social 

Sciences 

Studying – to develop knowledge and 

understanding of society from a social, 

political and/or legal stance, and to 

encourage enjoyment and success in social 

sciences. 

 Learning – to learn the required knowledge 

and skills to prepare students for A-

Levels/degree level study/employment, 

whilst also learning how to actively 

participate and become a successful 

member of society. 

Participation – to participate in lessons 

and/or wider college/community to develop 

a connectivity between studying and 

practical experience whether led by the 

school or the individual student. 

Politics specific intent 

Studying politics will provide students with 

knowledge and understanding of the role of 

politics in society, comparing UK 

government and politics with US 

government and politics within the historical 

context of ideologies 

Learning about political systems, 

participation and ideologies students will be 

able to explain  historical and current events 

to develop their analytical, critical thinking, 

communication and evaluative skills. 

Participation inside and outside of the 

classroom will develop students 

understanding of the connectivity between 

real-life and study which students can draw 

upon for higher education and employment, 

whilst also helping to create informed 

individuals. 

 

Paper 2 – US Government and Politics 

(and comparative politics studied in Year 

13) 

• Constitutional framework of US 

government 

• The legislative branch of 

government: Congress 

• The executive branch of 

government: The President 

• The judicial branch of 

government 

• The electoral process and direct 

democracy 

• Political parties 

• Pressure groups 

• Civil Rights 

End of year mock exam preparation 

 

Skills developed throughout the academic 

year: 

In all components of this subject students 

must demonstrate the following skills: 

- to comprehend and interpret political 

information 

- to critically analyse and evaluate the 

areas of politics studied 

- to construct arguments and 

explanations leading to reasoned 

conclusions 

- to identify parallels, connections, 

similarities and differences between 

aspects of the areas of politics 

studied 

- to construct and communicate 

arguments and explanations with 

relevance, clarity and coherence 

- to use appropriate political 

vocabulary  

- to make connections and draw 

synoptic links between the different 

areas of politics studied 

- to make comparisons across two 

political systems. 

- to develop written and verbal 

communication skills e.g. 

presentation skills, essay skills, 

questioning skills 

 

require peer/self review of prep. Where 

timed assessments are completed, students 

will be given their access arrangements 

where necessary. 

 

All methods of course delivery incorporate 

the specific needs of the individual SEND 

students, referring to guidance from the 

SEND department where appropriate. The 

starting point for resource design is the 

requirements of  SEND students and 

therefore, the content can be delivered to all 

in the same way. 

 

Prep will be set regularly by teachers but 

does not need to  be a formal assessment 

e.g. it may be researching a future  topic, 

preparing for a formal assessment, 

practising writing an exam question, 

producing a presentation with peers. 

Informal assessments and prep may have 

written feedback but could be verbal. There 

may be green pen, self/peer review. In 

essay based subjects, marking all work set 

is detrimental to staff wellbeing and work-life 

balance. Equally, continual assessment for 

students is detrimental for their wellbeing. 

Consequently, limiting formal assessments 

ensures that the assessments are 

meaningful and builds student knowledge 

and skills to feed into the College progress 

reviews, whilst also supporting student and 

staff wellbeing. 

Prep serves a number of functions: 

• To provide opportunities to review 

content 

• To practice skills 

• To research new content 

• To work collaboratively on 

presentations 

• To prepare for assessments 

• To support learning from lessons 

The departmental approach to assessment 

was developed using 'What Makes Good 

Progress? The Future of Assessment for 

Learning' by Daisy Christodoulou, and 

Rosenshine’s ‘Principles of Instruction’ 

 

Covid update: The impact of the pandemic 

has not changed the curriculum intent, the 

content or the delivery as all elements of the 
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 course need to be delivered regardless of 

whether learning is completed at home or in 

College. The transition from between home 

and on-site learning was facilitated through 

Teams. This has proved a useful tool in 

enabling all students to access study 

materials, and communication with 

teachers. This is continuing to be used so 

students know where to find materials to use 

when absent through illness but also so that 

they can review, consolidate and revise 

content they are feeling less confident 

about.  
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What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To ensure students are able to express their 

own creative voice. To build on students’ 

skills gained through previous years to 

prepare them for post-A-level options. 

Students work with the teacher who mentors 

them to develop individual and expressive 

projects. The curriculum this year is to 

facilitate individual creativity and for 

students to fully develop their artistic voice 

as a life-long lover of the Arts. 

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

Y12 emphasis on Art history, theory, 

context, and larger debates within 

Photography has deepened enough to 

prepare them for the personal study element 

of the course. Gaps in knowledge from 

students coming from different schools or 

subject backgrounds should now have been 

filled so that all students have a good 

understand of the techniques and subject 

matters available for them to cover. All 

sketchbook skills should be enough that 

students are able to feel confident applying 

these skills increasingly independently  

through y13.  

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices?  

Consideration of post-A-level options and 

what skills are necessary for a successful 

future (with particular emphasis on Art and 

Design based careers or Higher 

Education options), consideration of the A-

level course criteria and what skills are 

necessary to achieve well in 

those qualifications, Subject network 

discussions, experience of developing and 

teaching art at a variety of 

schools, evaluating and collaborating with 

the department to review work and 

curriculum as part of our departmental 

meetings. 

 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

      What are the topics? 

      ‘Isms’ – Art and Photography History and 

theory. This includes the personal study 

essay. 

    Externally set exam project 

     

    What knowledge/skills are taught? 

    Critical analysis and essay skills 

A deepened ability to analyse ones own work 

and to be able to critically place it in its 

theoretical and historical context. 

       Independent application of previously 

acquired skills 

       Continued introduction of new artists and 

techniques as appropriate to each 

student’s individual project. 

       In terms of specific subject matter, each 

student has the opportunity to individualise 

their project and so their knowledge/skills 

focus. This allows for each student to have 

teaching that is appropriate to their skill 

level and allows a high level of 

personalisation and choice. This leads to 

exciting and individual artwork that 

showcases a range of topics and skills. 

    All students follow the same basic course 

structure but their work will be based on 

different artists and go in completely 

different directions. 

    All students work to the assessment 

objectives as laid out by Edexcel. 

        

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

      Demonstrations 

      Edexcel exemplars 

       Previous sketchbook examples of different 

grades 

      Edexcel Mark sheets 

       As a department we try to collaborate to 

develop resources and materials for the 

projects. This includes exemplars and 

practical examples from previous years, 

PowerPoints, handouts, visual resources, 

differentiated materials. We have a library 

of Art books and visual resources and use 

internet resources where appropriate 

(Pinterest boards, videos etc.). 

       Trips to Galleries in London 

   

       What are the topics? 

       What knowledge/skills are taught? 

How is this year of study organised in the 

run up to exams? 

The Isms project runs up to the January 

mock exams, culminating in the 3-day 

practical mock exam. The personal study 

runs alongside and interweaves with this 

project (it is written about the project to a 

certain extent). 

The externally set exam project is issued at 

the beginning of February. We try to tie in a 

Gallery trip to London at around the same 

time to maximise research opportunities for 

students. 

Supported study is available at various 

times. Students can use all Art rooms during 

independent study periods, breaks and after 

school if H&S guidelines are stuck to. One to 

one meetings outside of lessons are offered 

to students when necessary. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Topic sequence structure runs on from year 

12.  

The exam board releases the externally set 

exam project in February, giving students a 

minimum number of weeks they need to be 

able to prepare before the final exam. There 

is no maximum number of weeks/hours – 

the beginning is dictated by the theme 

release date. 

 

What does assessment look like? 

The department have developed an 

assessment sheet that follows the four 

assessment objectives, these are 

used across all disciplines. The feedback is 

detailed appropriately to each year group. 

We teach students about the assessment 

objectives using exemplars from 

the department. Self assessment is a vital 

part of the work students do, particularly 

through regular evaluations. As 

a department we also try to build peer 

assessment into the course. 

Edexcel A level mark sheets are also used 

to give extra clarification on the assessment 

objectives. 

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

How is this year of study organised in the 

run up to exams? 
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How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

What influenced your curriculum choices? 

(e.g. research, CPD, subject networks etc.) 

What should students who stop studying the 

subject at the end of this academic year 

know/be able to do? 

The purpose of Year 13 is to build on the 

intent as explained for Year 12 so that all 

(including SEND) can achieve success in 

their a-level paving the way for future 

ambitions. As a two-year course the intent is 

the same. Students will develop a 

comparative analysis of UK and US 

government and politics building knowledge 

and skills in relation to Year 12 content. 

They will also study ideologies drawing on 

content from political parties in particular. All 

content is compulsory with only one topic 

choice in Paper 3. This is currently 

“Nationalism” due to links with the history 

specification at GCSE and A-Level, teacher 

expertise and student interest.  

Students who stop studying the subject at 

the end of the year will have knowledge of: 

• UK government and politics from a 

historical and contemporary view 

• US government and politics from a 

historical and contemporary view 

• Political ideologies from a historical 

and contemporary view 

 

Students who stop studying the subject 

should have the following skills:  

- to comprehend and interpret political 

information 

- to critically analyse and evaluate the 

areas of politics studied 

- to construct arguments and 

explanations leading to reasoned 

conclusions 

- to identify parallels, connections, 

similarities and differences between 

aspects of the areas of politics 

studied 

- to construct and communicate 

arguments and explanations with 

relevance, clarity and coherence 

- to use appropriate political 

vocabulary  

      What textbooks/supporting materials 

are used? 

       Textbooks and skills are the same as 

taught in Year 12 as it is a two-year course 

but skills and knowledge is explored in 

more depth so as to become more 

sophisticated. 

     Content 

      Paper 2 – comparative politics 

       Students should use the following three 

theoretical approaches to make a 

comparative study of the government and 

politics of the UK and the USA, analysing 

and explaining similarities and differences 

between them: structural; rational; cultural 

• Constitutional arrangements 

• The executives 

• The judiciaries 

• Electoral and party systems 

• Pressure groups 

• Civil Rights 

          Paper 3 – political ideas 

• Liberalism 

• Conservatism 

• Socialism 

• Nationalism 

          Exam preparation 

 

       Skills developed throughout the 

academic year: 

- to comprehend and interpret political 

information 

- to critically analyse and evaluate the 

areas of politics studied 

- to construct arguments and 

explanations leading to reasoned 

conclusions 

- to identify parallels, connections, 

similarities and differences between 

aspects of the areas of politics 

studied 

- to construct and communicate 

arguments and explanations with 

relevance, clarity and coherence 

- to use appropriate political 

vocabulary  

- to make connections and draw 

synoptic links between the different 

areas of politics studied 

- to make comparisons across two 

political systems. 

Assessments and prep will be structured in 

the same way as Year 12 with cumulative 

assessment in each lesson as well as in the 

formal assessments  However, we move to 

developing more depth to their knowledge 

and skills by focussing developing synoptic 

links across topics to provide greater analysis 

and evaluation. Students will be given their 

access arrangements where necessary 

We endeavour to have all content completed 

by Easter to allow for revision activities after 

the Easter holidays. During this period there 

will be more regular timed questions and 

exam practice with verbal feedback. 

Students should also complete exam 

practice independently, using past papers 

(although there are not many of these yet.) 

 

How is this year of study organised in the run 

up to exams? 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way? Please don’t just replicate the 

sequence of topics from an exam 

specification without questioning/discussing 

if this is most appropriate. 

Due to a change in staffing at the end of last 

academic year There are two teachers of 

politics in Year 13, one of whom also taught 

Year 12. This teacher focuses on completing 

the comparative politics (Paper 2) which 

develops links made in Year 12 study of UK 

and US government and politics building a 

synoptic comparison, and developing 

political discussions. We teach this in Year 

13 so that students have the breadth of 

knowledge to successfully examine topics 

from a theoretical basis by comparing 

content from a structural, cultural and 

rational theory model. This is a complex skill 

and whilst comparisons will have been 

drawn in Year 12, they are developed further 

in Year 13. Each topic on comparative 

politics will take between two and three 

weeks to complete. 

Paper 3 examines political ideas, and will 

also link synoptically to content from Year 

12. This is taught by the Year 13 Politics 

teacher who has a specialism in ideologies. 

For Paper 3, three topics are compulsory 

and the final topic can be a choice. This is 

currently “Nationalism” due to links with the 
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- to make connections and draw 

synoptic links between the different 

areas of politics studied 

- to make comparisons across two 

political systems. 

- to develop written and verbal 

communication skills e.g. 

presentation skills, essay skills, 

questioning skills 

- To actively participate in their 

society 

 

- to develop written and verbal 

communication skills e.g. 

presentation skills, essay skills, 

questioning skills 

 

 

history specification at GCSE and A-Level, 

teacher expertise and student interests. 

Each of the four ideologies will take half a 

term to teach. 

 

Covid update: The impact of the pandemic 

has not changed the curriculum intent, the 

content or the delivery as all elements of the 

course need to be delivered regardless 

of whether learning is completed at home or 

in College. The transition from between 

home and on-site learning was facilitated 

through Teams. This has proved a useful 

tool in enabling all students to access study 

materials, and communication with 

teachers. This is continuing to be used so 

students know where to find materials to use 

when absent through illness but also so that 

they can review, consolidate and revise 

content they are feeling less confident 

about.  
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What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To provide a basis of Psychological 

research theory and concepts with the ability 

to apply these to their real life. To also 

prepare students to sit the three A Level 

Papers at the end of y13 and to provide 

them with a foundation of Psychology to 

help prepare them for further study  at 

undergraduate level in a variety of 

disciplines.  

  

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

A small proportion of our external students 

take GCSE Psychology so  many elements 

of the AQA course including key pieces of 

psychological research have been covered / 

touched upon. However, most of our 

students are new to the subject. Studying 

Psychology at GCSE is not a pre-requisite. 

All students as part of the sixth form 

transition day in the summer term are 

provided with pre course reading material 

and a preparation for A Level Psychology 

workbook to examine some Psychology 

before their commencement of the course.  

 

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

The knowledge and skills developed in Y12 

are part of the paper 1 and paper 2 sat at the 

end of year 13. Content specifically research 

methods, issues and debates (synoptic 

material) and approaches part of the A Level 

content are also taught in year 12 and these 

feed into the Year 13 content.  

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.)  

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

AQA Is taught and has been taught at the 

College since 2008. AQA is one of the most 

popular specifications locally and nationally 

meaning there is a large network of 

colleagues. The department has formed a 

working group with Psychology departments 

     What are the topics? 

Paper 1: 

Social Influence 

Memory 

Attachment 

Psychopathology 

Paper 2: 

Approaches 

Research Methods 

BioPsychology 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Students are taught the knowledge and 

skills needed to complete the terminal 

examinations that would have been taken at 

the end of y12 as part of the AS 

qualifications but that also feed into y13 for 

the A Level. They will display an 

understanding of psychological concepts, 

theories, research 

studies, research methods and ethical 

issues in relation to the specified Paper 1 

and paper 2 content. They will also be able 

to apply psychological knowledge and 

understanding of the specified Paper 1 and 

paper 2 content in a 

range of contexts. They should be able to 

analyse, interpret and evaluate 

psychological concepts, theories, research 

studies and research methods in relation to 

the specified Paper 1 and paper 2 content. 

They should be able to evaluate therapies 

and treatments including in terms of their 

appropriateness and their effectiveness in 

the real world, for example – how successful 

are drugs at treating depression / ocd etc?  

Students are also taught to consider how to 

conduct practical research skills. These  

skills are developed through  the study of the 

specification content and through ethical 

practical research activities, involving 

designing research, conducting research 

and analysing and interpreting data. This is 

done through y12 but specifically focused 

upon towards the end of y12 where students 

engage in a research project which is 

conducted, written up and then presented in 

the last week of the summer term. This puts 

the theory into action and provides students 

with an invaluable opportunity to put what 

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics? When are opportunities 

for revision built in? 

The delivery is divided by the two teachers 

and each teacher will teach set topics based 

on individual specialisms and personal 

strengths / topic interests. Revision is built in 

within each topic area but also in line with 

the assessment layout when certain 

assessments are scheduled in line with 

College PRs and reporting. 

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way? Topics are sequenced to build on 

knowledge but also to develop skills and 

engage learners. We start with a selection of 

4 introduction lessons which set up the 

course. By doing this introduction lessons 

(intro to psychology, intgro to research 

methods, intro to approaches and intro to 

ethics) we can make continuous references 

to these when teaching our specific topics as 

students have a little insight as to how these 

link to the bigger picture. In Autumn term 1, 

we commence paper 1 content (Social 

Influence RNG) and (Memory WRS) to 

engage learners but also so that research 

methods can be taught alongside these 

units. On their own, research methods is a 

bit dry so it is implemented and applied with 

content so students can see it in action. We 

then move onto Approaches (paper 2 

content). These also helps to lay the 

foundations and elements of the approaches 

are applied as part of subsequent units. This 

usually commences in  autumn term 2 and 

intro spring term 1. We find the pace of the 

course is a bit slower in the autumn term as 

students are getting to grips with the 

demands of A Levels. The spring term 

continues with attachment (paper 1) and 

biopsychology (paper 2) and finishes with 

Psychopathology (paper 1).  

 

Psychopathology is divided and taught by 

both teachers meaning that all paper 1 and 

most of the paper 2 content is taught in y12. 

Elements of paper 2 content (research 

methods) is taught in y13 like was taught 

when we did AS and A Level in the first few 
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within SET who also deliver the AQA 

course. The department also has contacts 

with departments not in the trust with 

experienced colleagues who have taught 

the AQA A Level for a number of years.  

AQA are also known to provide excellent 

CPD courses and offer clear feedback on 

the examinations. The department makes 

use of e AQA service and Exampro the AQA 

ESQ database with mark schemes and 

examiners reports. Our curriculum choices 

have been chosen to complement the wide 

range of topics that can be studied post 18 

but have also been chosen to accommodate 

teacher strengths and specialisms.  

 

What adaptations have been made to the 

curriculum for SENd? 

We have not made any firm adaptations to 

the curriculum for our SENd students. We 

teach the curriculum as advised by the 

examination board. The y12 content is 

compulsory, there is no choice in the topics 

we choose. In terms of planning for our 

SENd students, the department in line with 

the training provided at the start of the 

academic year has collated a SENd folder 

for each teacher using the profiles database 

and the College wide SEN register. Anything 

that is highlighted as part of the IEP or profile 

database is implemented into teaching 

specifically to the student concerned so that 

they are able to access the curriculum 

regardless of their barrier to learning. 

Adjustments made are discrete and will 

include: 

• Coloured paper 

• The use of dyslexia friendly fonts on 

worksheets and powerpoints 

• Increasing the size of worksheets  

• Increasing the size of the font used 

on worksheets 

• Meeting all access arrangements in 

assessments – extra time, rest 

breaks, different rooms so that 

students get a like for like 

experience. 

• Differentiated tasks in terms of All, 

Most and Some 

• Scaffolded worksheets 

• Work banks 

they have learnt into practice.  

 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

All  students are provided with the Cardwell 

Flanagan text book (cat book) which is used 

in lessons but also other text books are 

recommended that students have the option 

to buy should they wish. We have a 

subscription to e AQA that exemplar exam 

questions and mark schemes are provided 

from. We also use Tutor 2 u and each topic 

has a topic companion that are placed on the 

student area for students to use and fill on 

alongside their ‘normal teaching and prep 

tasks’.  

 

years of the new specification. This follows 

the specification with some things being 

geared for assessment in y12 and some in 

y13.  

 

What does assessment look like? 

Assessment takes a variety of forms from 

knowledge checks, to the application of 

knowledge to exam style questions and in 

end of topic assessments. This is self, 

teacher and peer assessed.  

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

Cumulative assessment is built in at the end 

of topic tests but also as part of mock exams 

(January and June / July) 

 

How is feedback given? 

Verbal feedback is given constantly via 

teaching with written feedback given on 

submitted work. Extended feedback is given 

on pieces of formal assessed work where a 

grade can be given. This written feedback 

also plays a part in a self assessment lesson 

where students go through the mark scheme 

and examiners report with exemplar 

answers and are given an opportunity to 

make amendments.  Each piece of formal 

assessment work, has written feedback via 

a  front sheet and  WWW and EBI are 

identified. Students are given in their EBI a 

task to do and this is completed in green pen 

on a DIRT sheet. This is then attached to the 

formal assessment.   

 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum?  

Prep is used in different forms. One form is 

in the preparation for the next lesson, ie 

finding out about a research study etc. Prep 

is  also used to help develop the skills 

required for the examinations such as the 

development of PEEL /PET paragraphs  to 

evaluate a concept something that would be 

used in an essay in an exam question 

situation. The aim is to allows for the 

development and application of knowledge 

but also to target specific skills when 

answering ESQ.   

 

How do you tackle misconceptions at 

different points in your curriculum? 
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• Exampler work 

• The purchase of additional 

resources such as an extra text book 

• Topic checklists 

• Regular informal check-ins with 

SENd students as to whether our 

adjustments are working. 

We also have created a departmental SENd 

register which is used alongside the college 

SENd register. This separate register is a 

working document and includes information 

about students that surfaces as a result of 

teaching certain topic areas from our 

specification. Some of our specification can 

be experienced by our students in their lives 

outside of college so we have this register  

we can prewarn known students about 

forthcoming topic areas which may be 

personal to them. For example, in Y12 as 

part of the Psychopathology unit we 

examine depression and consider how 

depression is acquired and how it is 

treatment. An increase in for example the 

general population with depression has 

resulted an increase of our students who 

have been diagnosed with depression and 

MH concerns.. This is also the case when 

examining attachment and the importance 

of early life with parents so when teaching a 

sensitive topic like the impact of forming a 

good quality attachment we can teach it with 

awareness of the need to be sensitive to all 

students.  

 

Introduce students to lots of real life 

examples and showing the misconceptions 

with evidence of Real Life examples. If 

students are able to apply what that are 

learning to real life it helps them  understand 

that what we teach is not always a concrete 

explanation and can be criticised. This is 

especially important when evaluating for 

instance an outdated theory.  

 

How do you ensure staff have the 

knowledge to facilitate the curriculum? 

Both members of the department have 

personal experience of studying Psychology 

at degree level. Both members of staff 

consciously are engaged in CPD which is 

implemented via the delivery of the 

curriculum. Because Psychology is ever 

changing and can be seen in the real world 

via current affairs, direct links via Real Life 

Application are a common feature when 

delivering the curriculum. The way that the 

course is taught is delivered on subject 

specialisms which benefits our students as 

staff teach elements of the course that 

compliments their strengths.  

 

How and where is your curriculum linked to 

other subjects? 

Law – Forensic Psychology – causes of 

crime and deviance,  

Sports Studies – Behavioural Approach to 

Psychology – the role of learning 

Sociology – Impact of the Family on the 

Individual, also  Forensic Psychology via 

Crime and Deviance ie societal influences 

on the individual 

Biology and Chemistry – The study of the 

brain via the biopsychology unit including 

biological rhythms, zeitgebers, the sleep 

wake cycle. 

Maths, Sociology and Geography – 

Research Methods including Statistical 

Testing – Mann Whiney etc.   

 

How have you amended your curriculum in 

light of COVID? Not applicable for current 

Y12.If we return to remote learning because 

of a period of school closure our curriculum 

can be switched to teach content more 

accessible remotely.  We would endeavour 
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to continue to teach just as we would if we in 

school so teaching and attendance at live 

lessons is meaningful.  

 



67 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 Psychology Current Curriculum Allocation: 10 hours per fortnight  
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To provide a basis of Psychological research 

theory and concepts with the ability to apply 

these to their real life. To also prepare 

students to sit the three A Level Papers at 

the end of y13 and to provide them with a 

foundation of Psychology to help prepare 

them for further study  at undergraduate 

level in a variety of disciplines.  

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

Y12 and Y13 with the exception of research 

methods, biopsychology and approaches 

are stand alone topic areas. Elements of the 

Y13 content builds on content taught in Y12 

but the three papers are separate and have 

little cross over from topic to topic. Like with 

year 12, a small proportion of our external 

students take GCSE Psychology so  many 

elements of the AQA course including key 

pieces of psychological research have been 

covered / touched upon. However, most of 

our students are new to the subject. 

Studying Psychology at GCSE is not a pre-

requisite. All students as part of the sixth 

form transition day in the summer term are 

provided with pre course reading material 

and a preparation for A Level Psychology 

workbook to examine some Psychology 

before their commencement of the course. 

This is less relevant in Y13.  

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

Like year 12, AQA Is taught and has been 

taught at the College since 2008. AQA is one 

of the most popular specifications locally and 

nationally meaning there is a large network 

of colleagues. The department has formed a 

working group with Psychology departments 

within SET who also deliver the AQA course. 

The department also has contacts with 

departments not in the trust with 

experienced colleagues who have taught the 

AQA A Level for a number of years.  AQA 

are also known to provide excellent CPD 

courses and offer clear feedback on the 

      RSE (more in-depth due to Covid-19 

impact), Drugs and alcohol, Be Real 

Game, Crime and Criminality. 

• How to manage transition  

• How to maintain physical, mental 

and emotional health and wellbeing 

including sexual health  

• About parenthood and the 

consequences of teenage 

pregnancy  

• How to assess and manage risks to 

health and to stay, and keep others, 

safe  

• How to identify and access help, 

advice and support  

• How to make informed choices 

about health and wellbeing  

• How to respond in an emergency 

including administering first aid  

• How to make informed choices and 

be enterprising and ambitious  

• Respectful relationships, including 

friendships  

• Being safe  

• Intimate and sexual relationships, 

including sexual health  

• How to recognise the characteristics 

and positive aspects of healthy one-

to-one intimate relationships, which 

include mutual respect, consent, 

loyalty, trust, shared interests and 

outlook, sex and friendship.  

   

            Citizenship (Key Stage 4)  

•   The legal systems in the UK, 

different sources of law and how the 

law helps society deal with complex 

problems 

• Income and expenditure, regional, 

religious  and ethnic identities in the 

UK and the need for mutual respect 

and understanding.  

• Parliamentary democracy and the 

key elements of the constitution of 

the United Kingdom, including the 

power of government, the role of 

citizens and Parliament in holding 

those in power to account, and the 

different roles of 

the executive, legislature and 

judiciary and a free press. 

How is this year of study organised in the 

run up to exams? 

We start y13 with Issues and Debates, 

although some issues and debates are 

taught at the end of Y12. This is the synoptic 

wider material, but which needs to be 

applied and considered in all papers to be 

credited beyond the band 2 in an essay.  

This is started in y12 but focused upon fully 

in the first few weeks of y13 so students are 

then able to make those links throughout 

y13. The course is then divided between 

each subject teacher with each teacher 

taking set topic areas which make up the 

rest of the paper 2 and new  paper 3 content. 

For example: One teacher (WRS) takes the 

majority  of the research methods and 

Schizophrenia and the other teacher takes 

the other two parts of the paper 3 material 

(RNG) relationships and Forensic 

Psychology.  

 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way? 

This allows for one side of the course to be 

finished by feb half term meaning thorough 

revision of the paper 1 and paper 2 content 

can be given in class, but also means a 

range of topics can be used in the January 

mock exams especially since there tends 

not to be much crossover from topic to topic 

but also from y12 and y13 Psychology 

 

What does assessment look like? 

Like y12 Assessment takes a variety of 

forms from knowledge checks, to the 

application of knowledge to exam style 

questions and in end of topic assessments. 

This is self, teacher and peer assessed.  

 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

Like y12 Cumulative assessment is built in 

at the end of topic tests but also as part of 

mock exams (January). Full Paper 1’s and 

2’s are also completed around October and 

Feb half terms to keep refreshing knowledge 

and skills of the y12 and y13 content. 

 

How is feedback given? 

Like y12 Verbal feedback is given constantly 

via teaching with written feedback given on 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

examinations. The department makes use of 

e AQA service and Exampro the AQA ESQ 

database with mark schemes and examiners 

reports. Our curriculum choices have been 

chosen to complement the wide range of 

topics that can be studied post 18 but have 

also been chosen to accommodate teacher 

strengths and specialisms but also are 

chosen to appeal to the interests of our 16-

18 years where possible.  

 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

Apply Psychological theory and concepts to 

a wide range of disciplines within the social 

sciences. To provide all students with a 

foundation of Psychology to help prepare 

them for further study at undergraduate level 

whatever the next chapter.  

 

What adaptations have been made to the 

curriculum for SENd? 

Like Y12, we have not made any firm 

adaptations to the curriculum for our SENd 

students. We teach the curriculum as 

advised by the examination board. However, 

there is a little flexibility for 75% of the paper 

3 content where topics are chosen from a 

selection. We choose topics that build on 

y12 content but are also accessible and 

hopefully interesting for all. In terms of 

planning for our Y13 SENd students, the 

department in line with the training provided 

at the start of the academic year has collated 

a SENd folder for each teacher using the 

profiles database and the College wide SEN 

register. Anything that is highlighted as part 

of the IEP or profile database is 

implemented into teaching specifically to the 

student concerned so that they are able to 

access the curriculum regardless of their 

barrier to learning. Adjustments made are 

discrete and will include: 

• Coloured paper 

• The use of dyslexia friendly fonts on 

worksheets and powerpoints 

• Increasing the size of worksheets  

• Increasing the size of the font used 

on worksheets 

• Meeting all access arrangements in 

• International law 

   

      Internet safety and harms  including 

pornography 

      

     PREVENT 

       

      Physical health and fitness  

      The positive associations between physical 

activity and promotion of mental wellbeing, 

including as an approach to combat 

stress.  

 

 

 

submitted work. Extended feedback is given 

on pieces of formal assessed work where a 

grade can be given. This written feedback 

also plays a part in a self assessment lesson 

where students go through the mark scheme 

and examiners report with exemplar 

answers and are given an opportunity to 

make amendments.  Each piece of formal 

assessment work, has written feedback via 

a  front sheet and  WWW and EBI are 

identified. Students are given in their EBI a 

task to do and this is completed in green pen 

on a DIRT sheet. This is then attached to the 

formal assessment.   

What part does prep play in the curriculum? 

Like y12 Prep is used in different forms and 

serves a variety of purposes. One form is in 

the preparation for the next lesson, ie finding 

out about a research study etc. Prep is  also 

used to help develop the skills required for 

the examinations such as the development 

of PEEL /PET paragraphs  to evaluate a 

concept something that would be used in an 

essay. The aim is to allows for the 

development and application of knowledge 

but also to target specific skills when 

answering ESQ.   

 

How do you tackle misconceptions at 

different points in your curriculum? 

Introduce students to lots of real life 

examples and showing the misconceptions 

with evidence of Real Life examples. If 

students are able to apply what that are 

learning to real life it helps them  understand 

that what we teach is not always a concrete 

explanation and can be criticised. This is 

especially important when evaluating for 

instance an outdated theory.  

 

How do you ensure staff have the 

knowledge to facilitate the curriculum? 

Both members of the department have 

personal experience of studying Psychology 

at degree level. Both members of staff 

consciously are engaged in CPD which is 

implemented via the delivery of the 

curriculum. Because Psychology is ever 

changing and can be seen in the real world 

via current affairs, direct links via Real Life 

Application are a common feature when 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

assessments – extra time, rest 

breaks, different rooms so that 

students get a like for like 

experience. 

• Differentiated tasks in terms of All, 

Most and Some 

• Scaffolded worksheets 

• Work banks 

• Exampler work 

• The purchase of additional 

resources such as an extra text book 

• Topic checklists 

• Regular informal check-ins with 

SENd students as to whether our 

adjustments are working. 

We also have created a departmental SENd 

register which is used alongside the college 

SENd register. This separate register is a 

working document and includes information 

about students that surfaces as a result of 

teaching certain topic areas from our 

specification. Some of our specification can 

be experienced by our students in their lives 

outside of college so we have this register  

we can prewarn known students about 

forthcoming topic areas which may be 

personal to them. For example, in Y12 as 

part of the Psychopathology unit we 

examine depression and consider how 

depression is acquired and how it is 

treatment. An increase in for example the 

general population with depression has 

resulted an increase of our students who 

have been diagnosed with depression and 

MH concerns. This is also the case when 

examining attachment and the importance of 

early life with parents so when teaching a 

sensitive topic like the impact of forming a 

good quality attachment we can teach it with 

awareness of the need to be sensitive to all 

students.  

 

 

delivering the curriculum. The way that the 

course is taught is delivered on subject 

specialisms which benefits our students as 

staff teach elements of the course that 

compliments their strengths.  

 

How and where is your curriculum linked 

to other subjects? 

Law – Forensic Psychology – causes of 

crime and deviance,  

Sports Studies – Behavioural Approach to 

Psychology – the role of learning 

Sociology – Impact of the Family on the 

Individual, also  Forensic Psychology via 

Crime and Deviance ie societal influences 

on the individual 

Biology and Chemistry – The study of the 

brain via the biopsychology unit including 

biological rhythms, zeitgebers, the sleep 

wake cycle. 

Maths, Sociology and Geography – 

Research Methods including Statistical 

Testing – Mann Whiney etc.   
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

The purpose of the curriculum in year 12 is 

to teach the first year of a 2 year course To 

give the students the opportunity to 

experience higher order thinking and 

reflection on philosophical, ethical and 

theological ideas and theories.  

To be introduced to known scholars. To be 

enabled to read academic works and  to be 

introduced to a critical analysis and 

evaluation of the work. 

The foundations gained in the previous key 

stages act as an introduction to theological, 

philosophical and ethical questions.  

Year 12 work will be examined in the final 

exams in year 13. The work in year 12 is an 

essential part of the overall 2 year course. 

All A level Religious Studies courses follow 

a similar pattern with a study of the 

philosophy of religion, religious ethics and 

theology. 

 The course is academically challenging and 

an excellent course for preparation for 

further study.  

The exam board we follow is OCR. The 

course is challenging and academically 

rigorous. The exam board has chosen 

interesting and stimulating topics. The exam 

board resources are very good. The CPD 

opportunities are of a high standard and 

useful for professional development and for 

feeding into exam success. 

 

Three components are studied 

Topics: 

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 

Ancient philosophical influences 

Soul, mind and body 

Arguments based on observation 

Arguments based on reason 

Religious experience 

The problem of evil 

RELIGION AND ETHICS 

Natural Law 

Situation ethics 

Kantian ethics 

Utilitarianism 

Euthanasia 

Business ethics 

DEVELOPMENTS IN CHRISTIAN 

THOUGHT 

Augustine's teaching on human nature 

Death and the afterlife 

Knowledge of God's existence 

The person of Jesus Christ 

Christian moral principles 

Christian moral action 

Each component is taught over one term. 

Each topic is given the hours needed to 

teach. To introduce the course the first 

module on philosophy is taught to give 

valuable insight into the depth of enquiry 

and the quality of response needed from 

the students. The second term is spent 

looking at theology and the last term is 

used to look at religious ethics. I have 

divided philosophy and ethics as I believe 

the theology unit is very different and needs 

the second term to assimilate the material. 

Once the processes and methods have 

become embedded the last unit on ethics is 

less problematic. 

At the end of a unit of study the students 

will sit a timed essay. At the end of study 

for each component they will sit a mock 

paper.  

All essays are assessed looking at the AO1 

and AO2 objectives. Each student will have 

written feedback on every essay. They 

have a full breakdown of marks achieved. 

They are given detailed information on how 

to make improvements and further reading.  

Prep will include note taking and further 

reading. Revision for timed essays and end 

of unit assessments. 

All SEND student needs are planned for 

and resourced. The department works 

closely with the SEND department. All 

students who have access arrangements 

have extra time for assessments.  

During the covid lockdown all students and 

staff had access to shared resources. 

Lessons were delivered online using 

Microsoft Teams. The students were able 

to complete assignments online and 

receive marked work online.  
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

There are two assessment objectives AO1 

Knowledge and understanding. To be able 

to show an excellent demonstration of 

knowledge and understanding in response 

to a given question. To be able to show a 

proficiency in using and applying the works 

of known scholars. AO2. Analysis and 

evaluation. To be able to offer a critical 

analysis and evaluation in response of a 

given question.  

Text books : Religious Studies year 1 &2 

Hodder Education. Class library. Shared 

resources, RE shared site. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

The purpose of the year 13 curriculum is to 

finish the work needed to complete the 2 

year A level course. 

The topics and units of study will build upon 

year 12 work and the foundation work 

experienced at GCSE and all other key 

stages.  

The course is academically rigorous and 

follows the nationally agreed framework for 

an A level in Religious Studies. 

By the end of the course the students will 

have built up a large body of knowledge and 

understanding. They will be able to form a 

critical argument and be able to evaluate the 

work and theories of known scholars.  

Not only will they be prepared to sit the exam 

modules for each paper with confidence and 

understanding, they will also be able to use 

this critical approach to engage with the 

world of academia or the workplace, with the 

skills of higher order thinking and critical 

reflection.  

 

 Three components are studied 

Religious language: apophatic and 

cataphatic use 

Religious language: analogy and symbol 

Religious language: 20th century 

perspective 

Wittgenstein and language games 

The falsification debate 

RELIGION AND ETHICS 

Ethical language : Meta ethics 

Conscience-Aquinas and Freud 

Sexual ethics 

DEVELOPMENTS IN CHRISTIAN 

THOUGHT 

Religious pluralism and theology 

Religious pluralism and society 

Gender and society 

Gender and theology 

The challenge of secularism 

Liberation theology and Marx 

There are two assessment objectives. AO1 

knowledge and understanding To be able 

to show an excellent knowledge and 

understanding in response to a given 

question. To be able to show a proficiency 

in using and  applying the works of known 

scholars. AO2. Analysis and evaluation. To 

be able to offer a critical analysis and 

evaluation in response of a given question. 

The first term is spent looking at the 

component on theology. This has the 

largest content. Each unit has the hours 

needed to teach. The second term is used 

to teach the component on philosophy. The 

last half term is used for teaching the final 

component on religious ethics. 

On completion of each topic a timed essay 

is set. At the end of a component an 

assessment is given. There will be a mock 

exam at the end of the first term. The paper 

will cover work from both year 12 and 13. 

Any topic not covered in this mock will have 

further opportunities for assessment. 

Al the essays are assessed looking at the 

AO1 objective, knowledge and 

understanding  and AO2 objective of 

analysis and evaluation. Every student 

receives written feedback. They have a full 

breakdown of marks achieved. They are 

given detailed information on how 

improvements can be made and further 

reading. 

Prep will include note taking and further 

reading. Revision for timed essays and end 

of unit assessments. 

All SEND students will have their individual 

needs planned for and the department will 

make use of the SEND department advice. 

Extra time after correct assessment is 

given. 

Covid arrangements 

The students had access to shared 

resources. Online lessons were delivered 

via Microsoft Teams and all lessons were 

live. The students were able to hand work 

in and marked assignments were sent on 

Teams. 
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Textbook: Religious Studies year 1&2, 

Hodder Education, class library, RE shared 

site 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

The gap between GCSE and A Level is 

significant in Biology. The main purpose for 

year 12 is to take student knowledge 

developed at GCSE and support the 

development of the knowledge to a point 

where students are able to understand 

rather than simply recall material.  

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

Most topics covered at GSCE Biology are 

revisited, however in far greater depth, 

exposing students to real rather than 

simplified material. 

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

We do not examine the AS qualification, 

however the content is identical to and co-

teachable with the first year of the A-level. 

Year 12 covers the core concepts that are 

developed and needed to enable year 13  

ccontent. 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices?  

When the KS5 curriculum change was 

approaching we spoke with other staff met 

during activities within the TSN (Teacher 

Scientist Network), reviewed each of the 3 

available exam boards proposals and 

considered it an ideal opportunity to switch 

to a curriculum that worked for out students 

rather than sticking with OCR which had 

been used by the school for decades 

before. 

Which exam specifications are 

followed? Why? 

In 2015 when the KS5 curriculum was last 

reviewed we opted to change from OCR to 

AQA, as AQA has a larger cohort nationally 

in Biology, Additionally we preferred the 

exam model (2x exams for AS and 3x 

exams for A’Level), which allowed students 

to focus on specific areas for each exam, 

such as Yr13 Paper 1 is entirely Yr12 

content. 

 

What are the topics? 

Year 12 is split in two halves and these are 

taught in parallel. One ‘half’ is related to 

‘Biological molecules’ which develops 

through into genetics. The other half relates 

starts with ‘Cells’ and develops through to 

exchange between different levels and the 

need for transport systems. Both sides start 

with the essentials / fundamentals (cells and 

chemistry) that are utilised throughout and 

which form the foundations for all other 

topics within the two year A Level course.  

AQA topic sections: 

1. Biological molecules, 2. Cells, 3. 

Organisms exchange substances with their 

environment, 4. Genetic information, 

variation and relationships between 

organisms 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Biology is a very knowledge and vocabulary 

heavy subject.  Students are taken from the 

stage of having a good GCSE passes in 

Combined or Triple Science and the 

basic  principles and knowledge is 

developed. A good example is where in yr7 

students are taught that cell membranes 

control what moves in/out of cells, yet it is 

not until yr12 that the structure of 

membranes is developed and so students 

then see how movement is controlled and all 

the other properties membranes allow. 

In essence basic knowledge, recall and 

assumptions are developed into 

understanding of mechanisms and their 

application. 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

We use the Oxford press, A Level, AQA 

Biology textbook. This book covers both 

year 12 and year 13 material thoroughly, as 

well as having sections on the mathematical 

requirements. For year 12 students it allows 

them to look forward to see how the subject 

will develop. 

How is the delivery organised 

Two teachers each deliver parallel strands. 

The first term being absolute essentials, 

which are developed through other contexts 

and applications. 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Biology naturally splits into the material 

which is Biochemical in nature and that 

which is cell / system based. Topics in the 

first term simply require good GCSE skills, 

but later topics require the mastery of early 

yr12 ideas. 

What does assessment look like? 

Developed during the Covid-19 isolation, 

weekly 10 mark knowledge checks for each 

side of the course give a diagnostic 

understanding of progress. 10x 30min, 

30marks class tests which assess each of 

the topics and allow monitoring  of progress 

at regular points. 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

Jan Yr12 students have a test covering all 

the Biological molecules and cells material 

to date. May Yr12 students complete an 

actual AS Biology paper using actual grade 

boundaries providing robust information. 

How is feedback given? 

When assessments are carried out, actual 

answers and approximate attainment is 

given in class. Students have the 

opportunity of they require it to arrange 

additional time with staff to explore any 

areas need. 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Independent study is an absolutely 

essential part of success in this subject. 

Whether it is simple review of topics covered 

in class, ensuring notes cover all objectives, 

using past paper questions provided 

through the intranet or completing 

knowledge checks (set preps), the work 

consolidating understanding outside the 

classroom is absolutely essential. 
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 What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

Year 13 is about taking the concepts gained 

in year 12, applying them through ever more 

complex and developing concepts. A 

synoptic approach is then used to prepare 

for the ‘long essay’ task contained in Paper 

3.  

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

All work in year 13 is heavily reliant upon the 

core skills and knowledge gained in year 12. 

For instance biological molecules informs 

enzymes work, which then affects rates of 

respiration and can then be discussed 

through genetics and adaptations.  

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

When the KS5 curriculum change was 

approaching we spoke with other staff met 

during activities within the TSN (Teacher 

Scientist Network), reviewed each of the 3 

available exam boards proposals and 

considered it an ideal opportunity to switch 

to a curriculum that worked for out students 

rather than sticking with OCR which had 

been used by the school for decades before. 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

Biology has for a long time been a respected 

A Level and is viewed by the Russel group 

universities as a facilitating subject. Biology 

keeps all doors open for students regardless 

of what they want to do next. Biology is a 

pre-requisite for many of the early entry and 

highly sought after subjects like Medicine 

and Veterinary Science. 

 

What are the topics? 

Year 13 is split in two halves and these are 

taught in parallel. One ‘half’ is related starts 

with bioenergetics and the other is genetics 

focussed. AQA topic sections: 

5. Energy transfers in and between 

organisms,  6. Organisms respond to 

changes in their internal and external 

environments,  7. Genetics, populations, 

evolution 

and ecosystems, 8. The control of gene 

expression 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Biology remains a very knowledge and 

vocabulary heavy subject.  Students are 

taught all required Biological concepts and 

are supported through the mathematical 

content (10% of the exam is Higher GCSE 

maths or above). Although students on the 

course should all have the necessary skills 

their application of these skills requires 

refreshing and support at times. 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

We use the Oxford press, A Level, AQA 

Biology textbook. This book covers both 

year 12 and year 13 material thoroughly, as 

well as having sections on the mathematical 

requirements. For year 13 students having a 

text book is essential as it allows them to 

look back to year 12 content (required for 

Paper 1) and adopt the required synoptic 

approach (Paper 3).  

 

How is this year of study organised? 

Two teachers each deliver parallel strands. 

One teacher delivers the bioenergetics 

topics leading to the biological responses 

material. The other side is related to the 

topic of genetics, from evolution through to 

modern epigenetics. 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

The AQA specification and text book follow 

a logical sequence which is taught in two 

parallel strands. This allows students to 

easily monitor progress 

What does assessment look like? 

10x 30min, 30marks class tests which 

assess each of the topics and allow 

monitoring  of progress at regular points. 

As the format of the weekly knowledge 

checks was so useful during the Covid-19 

isolation, it is hoped to roll the format out into 

year 13, however it is recognised that topics 

become more synoptic. 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

Jan Yr13 students have a test which mirrors 

the format of year 13 exam. Historically this 

has involved 25% Yr12, 50% year 13 

content and 25% synoptic. As past 

questions are used, historical grade 

boundaries are used to provide robust rather 

than subjective grades. 

How is feedback given? 

When assessments are carried out, actual 

answers and approximate attainment is 

given in class. Students have the 

opportunity of they require it to arrange 

additional time with staff to explore any 

areas need. 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Independent study remains absolutely 

essential Review of past topics, classwork 

and ensuring notes cover all objectives 

gives way by Easter to past paper work, 

consolidating performance outside the 

classroom is absolutely essential 
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 What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To enthuse students about chemistry and 

build on the knowledge attained at GCSE. 

To also develop their practical skills with 

new techniques e.g. use of a separating 

funnel in organic chemistry.  

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

Much of the Y12 course reviews GCSE. 

New ideas are introduced such as shapes of 

molecules and intermolecular forces which 

help further develop their understanding 

from GCSE bonding. The organic chemistry 

reviews the basics – alkanes and alkenes 

from GCSE but then develops into alcohols, 

haloalkanes and spectroscopy. More 

emphasis is based on how the reactions 

occur via mechanisms.  

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

Many of the concepts covered in Y12 are 

further developed into Y13. Module 3 

becomes more mathematical - more data 

analysis and the use of logarithms in acids 

and rates.   

Module 4 covers the reactions of more 

(complex) functional groups and introduces 

further spectroscopic techniques to analyse 

compounds (NMR).  

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

Topics follow the specification – they bridge 

the gap between the GCSE content and the 

more challenging Y13 content.  

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

We follow OCR Chemistry A. This was 

chosen as it has a wide range of accessible 

content. AQA contains some obscure topics 

and OCR B is context driven (not as 

academic). Many schools opt for OCR A. 

WGT also is a Team leader and assists in 

writing the mark scheme for the 

mathematical A level paper.  

 

What are the topics? 

There are 4 modules: 

Module 1 – Practical skills 

5 practical tasks assessed internally 

Module 2 - Foundations in Chemistry 

Atoms, ions, compounds, amount of 

substance, acids and redox 

Electrons, bonding, shapes and 

intermolecular forces 

Module 3 - Periodic table and energy: 

Periodicity and reactivity trends 

Enthalpy, rates and equilibrium 

Module 4 - Core organic chemistry: 

Basic concepts, alkanes and alkenes 

Alcohols, haloalkanes, synthesis and 

spectroscopy 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Problem solving, mathematical skills, data 

analysis, practical techniques, organisation, 

meeting deadlines. 

 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

A Level chemistry for OCR, Oxford 

Kerboodle OCR A level chemistry 

Chemsheets - a resource bank 

Exampro – AQA questions but useful as a 

resource 

OCR exambuilder to create exam question 

booklets/tests/standard prep’s. 

Exam question booklets are also available to 

buy along with revision  guides. 

 

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics?  

The content is topic based and the chapters 

of the textbook form the topics. Staff follow a 

rota for timings. 

The first module is co-taught by the two 

teachers as it provides a foundation for the 

rest of the Y12 course. 

One teacher covers the mathematical side 

of the course – atoms, ions etc. The other 

teacher covers the electrons, bonding and 

structure section of the course. This section 

is more abstract and does not contain any 

maths. 

The remainder of the course is then split in 

half with one teacher teaching the 

mathematical side – periodic table and 

energy and the other teacher teaching the 

organic chemistry. 

When are opportunities for revision built 

in? 

Revision lessons are built in towards the end 

of the topic along with exam questions set 

for prep. We also have a period of time 

towards the end of the year. There is also 

regular retrieval practise of previous topics 

during lessons. Some exam questions are 

synoptic and review previous teaching. Staff 

run lunchtime revision/drop-in sessions. 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Topics are sequenced as described to build 

and develop prior knowledge. Module 2 has 

to be covered first to provide the foundation 

of knowledge required to fully access 

Module’s 3 and 4.   

What does assessment look like? 

Students are assessed via standard prep’s 

and tests. Each topic will have a standard 

prep and/or test. These assessments are 

exam questions. We also examine students 

after Christmas and at the end of the year.  

The practical endorsement is a series of 

experiments completed by the students, 

then assessed internally by staff based on 

criteria from OCR. Work is recorded in lab 

books. 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

Tests have started to be adapted to cover 

more of the previous content. We have a 

longer exam after Christmas which covers 
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the first term’s work. We also examine the 

whole course at the end of the year. 

How is feedback given? 

Teachers will review an assessment/prep 

with the class as a ‘green pen’ task. The 

front cover of the assessment also contains 

a review where students reflect on their 

work. Students are encouraged to approach 

staff if they need further assistance. 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Prep is set regularly – exam questions, 

standard prep’s, other question sheets 

which review the lesson content. 

Independent study is also encouraged as 

well as prep. Tasks are either marked by 

teacher’s to assess progress or marked by 

the students (green pen tasks). Tasks 

consolidate knowledge and refine exam 

technique. 

For SEND students we have started to use 

visualisers to better understand 

metacognition – the thought processes that 

go into answering exam questions. 

 

Changes for COVID: 

We are reviewing more of the GCSE content 

as we teach the corresponding A level topics 

as some of the GCSE knowledge is lacking. 

Standard prep’s have now been written for 

every topic so there is more access to exam 

questions to further develop exam 

technique. 

 

Extra sessions are running at lunchtimes for 

students that need more help.  

We are also trying to cover more of the 

practical skills that were missed last year. 
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 What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To build on the knowledge from Y12 and 

further develop the students’ analytical 

skills. Practical skills are also developed 

with use of pH probes, reflux and 

recrystallisation apparatus and techniques 

in preparation for further study. 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

Most topics develop Y12 content. In Module 

5 topics generally become more 

mathematical and more challenging. Log’s 

and natural log’s are used, the equation of a 

straight line and it’s application to the 

Arrhenius equation and Gibbs free energy. 

Calculations become much longer and have 

more steps e.g. redox titration and buffers. 

In Module 6 reactions become more 

complex and the synthesis map more 

complicated. Aromatic (ring) chemistry is 

studied and further spectroscopic 

techniques are combined with those 

covered in year 12 to analyse organic 

molecules. 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

Topics are organised via co-teaching so 

students who are stronger at the maths but 

struggle with the organic don’t have all the 

maths/organic at one time. Topics build on 

previous topics or challenge and the most 

challenging topics are taught later in the 

year. 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

After completing the course students will 

have a sound understanding of chemistry 

and it’s many applications in the world 

today. They will have data analysis skills 

and be able to perform multi-step 

calculations (some with at least 5 steps). 

Students will be confident practically and be 

able to manipulate equipment to get 

accurate results. They should understand 

many organic reactions and processes and 

be able to analyse spectra to identify a 

What are the topics? 

Module 5 - Physical chemistry and transition 

elements: 

Rates and equilibrium 

Acids, bases, pH, buffers and neutralisation 

Enthalpy and entropy 

Redox and electrode potentials 

Transition elements 

Module 6 - Organic chemistry: 

Aromatic chemistry 

Carbonyls and carboxylic acids 

Amines, amino acids and proteins 

Synthesis 

Chromatography and spectroscopy 

Practical endorsement – a further 7 practical 

tasks are completed. 

 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Problem solving, mathematical skills, data 

analysis, practical techniques, organisation, 

meeting deadlines. 

 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

A Level chemistry for OCR, Oxford 

Kerboodle OCR A level chemistry 

Chemsheets - a resource bank 

Exampro – AQA questions but useful as a 

resource 

OCR exambuilder to create exam question 

booklets/tests/standard prep’s. 

Exam question booklets are also available to 

buy as well as revision guides. 

 

How is this year of study organised in the 

run up to exams? 

The Y13 course is similar to Y12 with one 

teacher covering organic and the other 

covering the physical. Most teaching will be 

completed by Easter and then both 

teacher’s revise for the exams. The practical 

endorsement will also be completed by 

Easter. 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

The content is again topic based and the 

chapters of the textbook form the topics. 

Many of the topics build from the Y12 course 

e.g. the Y13 rates builds on the Y12 rates. 

The content becomes more difficult as it 

progresses – redox and electrode potentials 

are much more challenging than rates or 

enthalpy so are taught later. This also 

applies to the organic – synthesis has to be 

taught at the end of the functional group 

chemistry.  

What does assessment look like? 

This is similar to Y12 with tests and standard 

prep’s. Each topic has a standard prep or 

test or both. The remaining practical 

endorsement is completed with students 

then assessed internally by staff.  

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

Tests have started to be adapted to cover 

more of the previous content. The students 

also have a mock after Christmas and we 

give them full exam papers to complete 

around Easter.  

How is feedback given? 

As with Y12 teachers will review an 

assessment/prep with the class as a ‘green 

pen’ task. The front cover of the assessment 

also contains a review where students 

reflect on their work. Students are 

encouraged to approach staff if they need 

further assistance and many students attend 

lunchtime help sessions. 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Prep is set regularly – exam questions, 

standard prep’s, other question sheets 

which review the lesson content. 

Independent study is also encouraged as 

well as prep. Tasks are either marked by 
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compound. They should also have 

developed organisation skills and should 

meet deadlines.  

 

 

 

 

teacher’s to assess progress or marked by 

the students (green pen tasks). Tasks 

consolidate knowledge and refine exam 

technique. 

For SEND students we have started to use 

visualisers to better understand 

metacognition – the thought processes that 

go into answering exam questions. 

 

Changes for COVID: 

We are reviewing more of the AS content as 

we teach the corresponding A level topics. 

Extra sessions are running at lunchtimes for 

students that need more help. 

Standard prep’s have now been written for 

every topic so there is more access to exam 

questions to further develop exam 

technique. 

We are also trying to cover more of the 

practical skills that were missed last year. 
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 The main purposes of the curriculum are to; 

• enthuse students studying physics 

by introducing new areas of physics 

(such as particle physics), whilst 

building on topics that they have 

already studied at GCSE. 

• provide students with a strong 

subject knowledge base and 

transferrable mathematical, problem 

solving, practical and estimation 

skills. 

• Develop the ability to break down 

complex problems and explain 

solutions in small, logically 

sequenced and connected steps 

which are clearly explained.  

• Develop numerical skills such as 

manipulating indices, calculating 

uncertainties, quoting values to 

appropriate levels of precision 

• Expose students to a range of 

practical apparatus and skills and 

prepare them for practical working at 

a higher level in science / 

engineering environments 

Most of the topics start with elements that 

students have already studied, but are 

extended into more complex / realistic 

situations (for example the application of 

forces in 2 dimensions rather than just one). 

These topics then move into new concepts 

(for example, the topic on waves starts with 

familiar concepts at a higher level and then 

introduces phase difference, stationary 

waves etc. which are all new). 

Topics lay foundation knowledge and skills 

for later topics, both in year 12 and in year 

13. Work on mechanics in year 12 gets 

extended into fields and circular motion in 

year 13 for example. Topics are taught in an 

order that allows interleaving of concepts 

wherever possible. 

Within the AQA curriculum there is no 

choice as such, apart from the final module. 

This is, as far as timetabling constraints 

allow, left to students to opt for their 

preferred option from engineering physics, 

medical physics or astrophysics. 

We currently follow AQA: we originally 

choose this specification as it starts with 

Topics studied in Year 12 fall broadly into 5 

categories; 

• Particle physics: leptons, hadron, 

quantum phenomena 

• Mechanics: vectors, vector addition 

and resolution, moments, equations 

of motion, forces, energy and 

momentum 

• Materials: density, Hooke's law, 

Young's modulus 

• Waves and optics: wave properties, 

polarisation, phase, stationary 

waves, refraction and total internal 

reflection, fibre optics, interference 

(single, double slit and diffraction 

gratings) 

• Electrical circuits: The definitions of, 

and relationships between, potential 

difference, current, resistance and 

power. The construction and rules of 

series and parallel circuits, 

resistivity, potential dividers, internal 

resistance and EMF 

Knowledge covers the topics above. 

Skills taught include; 

estimation, conversion of units, dimensional 

analysis, use of algebraic modelling, 

problem solving, experimental data capture 

and analysis. 

All students are issued with AQA physics 

textbook and have use of kerboodle. The 

department makes extensive use of 

exampro for past paper questions as well. 

These questions are available to the 

students to download or buy printed copies 

if they prefer 

The course is split into two.  

On side one the mechanics is studied first 

because it provides the critical skills in vector 

resolution and addition that so many other 

topics rely on. Forces, energy and 

momentum follow naturally from here. 

Materials is essentially a stand-alone topic 

but does overlap slightly with the forces. The 

electricity topics could go on either side of 

the course but because the particles and the 

waves fit naturally together, the timetable 

determines that electricity is taught on this 

side of the course. The electricity topics start 

by revisiting work on p.d., current, resistance 

and power from GCSE and move into 

resistivity, potential dividers, internal 

resistance and EMF. 

The overlap of GCSE content and new A-

level content is clearly sign-posted and post 

COVID this is being used to check prior 

understanding. Spiral curriculum allows 

scaffolding for SEND students. Exam 

responses are modelled for students and 

student responses used in AFL to improve 

clarity of explanation. 

Side two starts with particles as a ‘hook’ to 

get students engaged with the course – this 

is all new material. Also, being less 

mathematical, it provides a bit of respite from 

the maths involved at this stage in the 

mechanics topics. Waves is taught before 

quantum phenomena as this topic refers to 

concepts from both waves and particles. 

Revision is built into the course as part of 

prep / lesson time at the end of a topic. 

There is also an intensive 3-4 week period 

before the end of year tests devoted to 

revision and exam preparation. 

Practical assessment is ongoing through the 

use of required practicals, assessed against 

exam board CPAC criteria. This is an on-

going process, with practical work 

undertaken as it applies to the course 

content being taught. There are 6 required 

practicals in Year 12, but other practical 

work may also be considered. 

As well as teacher assessment in lesson we 

have a number of more formal assessments; 

• At the end of each chapter there is a 

‘set prep’ (there are 13 chapters in 
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particle physics, which is a completely new 

and novel branch of physics which acts as 'a 

hook' to hopefully capture the imagination of 

the students. Whilst one side of the course 

starts with mechanics which is very 

mathematical the particle physics is the 

least mathematical of the topics, so also 

provides some balance, whilst students are 

adjusting to the rigours of A-level. 

 

Year 12; 2 on particles, 1 on 

quantum phenomena, 2 on waves, 5 

on mechanics, 1 on materials and 2 

on electrical circuits. These are 

based on exam questions and the 

marks recorded. 

• There are also 7 formal in-class 

tests at various stages throughout 

the year, all of which consist of exam 

questions, which are marked by the 

teacher using the exam board mark 

schemes.  

• We are also developing multiple 

choice ‘pop-quizzes’ to be used at 

regular intervals in class to recap 

subject. 

• Assessments have some questions 

from previous topics built in to 

encourage retention of previous 

topics knowledge, allowing review 

/discussion of previous topics 

(SEND) 

• A one paper mock exam is 

undertaken at end of January and a 

full AS paper sat as the end of year 

exam. 

Feedback is given in class through review of 

formal tests / preps and through discussion 

with students. Students complete a review 

sheet (green pen) after each assessment. 

Students are encouraged to approach their 

teachers with specific problems as and 

when they occur for short, focused one-to-

one or small group intervention. 

Prep is set regularly and students 

encouraged to undertake their own 

independent learning over and above this, 

particularly in the use of past paper 

questions, which have been made available 

to them. 
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What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

The purpose of year 12 Sociology is to build 

students knowledge of UK Society drawing 

comparisons with other nations around the 

globe so all students (including SEND) to 

achieve exam success at the end of Year 

13, preparing them for their next steps in 

education/work. 

Very few students have studied sociology 

prior to joining the A-Level but for those who 

have, they build a greater depth to their 

knowledge and skills, gaining a more 

detailed and advanced, analytical and 

evaluative approach to their study, 

developing their knowledge and preparing 

them for degree level study. As most 

students come to study A-Level sociology 

with limited  knowledge of the subject, we 

start with the very basics to build confidence 

and interest in the subject.  

Our curriculum choices are guided by 

teacher expertise, research and 

consistency. Also, AQA is the only exam 

board to provide A-Levels in Law, Sociology 

and Politics, we chose to remain with them 

to ensure cross-subject links between the 

different social sciences. This is particularly 

beneficial for students who are studying 

more than one of out subjects. AQA is also 

the exam board that provides the GCSE 

enabling consistency across qualifications. 

Equally, the exam board has a very useful 

enhanced exams results analysis that helps 

inform department decisions.  

 

What are the topics? 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

Students are provided with two textbooks: 

AQA A Level Sociology Book 1, Webb 

(Napier) 

AQA A Level Sociology Book 2, Webb 

(Napier) 

Students also have a login to the Hectic 

Teacher Website 

There are a range of other resources 

available to students ranging from revision 

guides to more detailed textbooks. They can 

either purchase these themselves or borrow 

them from the department or library. These 

include: 

AQA A-Level Sociology – Chapman 

(Collins) 

AQA A-Level Sociology – Haralambos 

(Collins) 

Sociology for AQA Volume 1 – Browne 

Sociology for AQA Volume 2 - Browne 

Student Support Materials for AQA A-Level 

Sociology topic guides (Collins) 

My Revision Notes AQA A-Level Sociology 

– (Hodder) 

Tutor2U revision guides 

Seneca 

 

The aim is to have the core content taught 

by Easter. At this stage, the class will follow 

their option module on one side of the 

course and have intensive revision on the 

other side. Which teacher delivers what 

depends on the teachers for that class and 

the classes option module – where possible 

teachers teach option modules to their 

specialisms. 

 

As discussed in curriculum content the 

structure of side one of the course allows 

topics to reinforce each other. Circular 

motion needs to be completed before SHM 

(and if time permits will be covered at the 

end of Year 12). On  side two, fields are 

covered before work on magnetism, which 

requires knowledge of field lines. 

Gravitational fields are studied before 

electrical fields as they are generally more 

‘familiar’ and less abstract. 

There are many links between topics, such 

as circular motion in gravitational fields in 

terms of planetary motion. Electric fields 

linking back to energy levels in quantum 

phenomena in year 12, the use of vectors in 

magnetism and mechanics from year 12. 

Links are made explicit as and when they 

occur. 

 

Assessment follows a similar pattern to Year 

12 (11 set prep tasks, 6 end-of-unit tests, 

January mock exam and pop-quizzes). 

Tests interleave questions from Year 12 

topics as well as current topics. We are 

developing a system to analyse results in 

terms of performance on current topics and 

historical topics to highlight shortcomings in 

long term recall, if present. 

Feedback is given in class and through 

marking. Students complete a self-review 

after each assessment. 

 

Prep is set regularly and students 

encouraged to undertake their own 

independent learning over and above this, 

particularly in the use of past paper 

questions, which have been made available 

to them. Students are increasingly 

encouraged to review work from previous 

topics, including Year 12. 
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What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.) 

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

The purpose of year 12 Sociology is to build 

students knowledge of UK Society drawing 

comparisons with other nations around the 

globe so all students (including SEND) to 

achieve exam success at the end of Year 

13, preparing them for their next steps in 

education/work. 

Very few students have studied sociology 

prior to joining the A-Level but for those who 

have, they build a greater depth to their 

knowledge and skills, gaining a more 

detailed and advanced, analytical and 

evaluative approach to their study, 

developing their knowledge and preparing 

them for degree level study. As most 

students come to study A-Level sociology 

with limited  knowledge of the subject, we 

start with the very basics to build confidence 

and interest in the subject.  

Our curriculum choices are guided by 

teacher expertise, research and 

consistency. Also, AQA is the only exam 

board to provide A-Levels in Law, Sociology 

and Politics, we chose to remain with them 

to ensure cross-subject links between the 

different social sciences. This is particularly 

beneficial for students who are studying 

more than one of out subjects. AQA is also 

the exam board that provides the GCSE 

enabling consistency across qualifications. 

Equally, the exam board has a very useful 

enhanced exams results analysis that helps 

inform department decisions.  

 

In the Social Sciences Department (Law, 

Politics and Sociology) we have a general 

departmental guide to our curriculum intent 

that is then broken down by subject: 

Cross subject social sciences intent 

What are the topics? 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

What textbooks/supporting materials are 

used? 

Students are provided with two textbooks: 

AQA A Level Sociology Book 1, Webb 

(Napier) 

AQA A Level Sociology Book 2, Webb 

(Napier) 

Students also have a login to the Hectic 

Teacher Website 

There are a range of other resources 

available to students ranging from revision 

guides to more detailed textbooks. They can 

either purchase these themselves or borrow 

them from the department or library. These 

include: 

AQA A-Level Sociology – Chapman 

(Collins) 

AQA A-Level Sociology – Haralambos 

(Collins) 

Sociology for AQA Volume 1 – Browne 

Sociology for AQA Volume 2 - Browne 

Student Support Materials for AQA A-Level 

Sociology topic guides (Collins) 

My Revision Notes AQA A-Level Sociology 

– (Hodder) 

Tutor2U revision guides 

Seneca 

 

Content 

Core themes (Paper 1, Paper 2, Paper 3) 

The content in Year 12 and Year 13 is 

structured around the core themes of: 

- socialisation, culture and identity- 

- social differentiation, power and 

stratification. 

Introduction to sociology 

- What is sociology? 

Education with Theory and Methods (Paper 

1) 

- quantitative and qualitative methods 

of research; research design 

- sources of data 

- primary and secondary data, 

quantitative and qualitative data 

- positivism, interpretivism and 

sociological methods 

- theoretical, practical and ethical 

considerations 

- consensus, conflict, structural and 

How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics? When are opportunities 

for revision built in? 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

What does assessment look like? 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

How is feedback given? 

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

There are three ‘big’ assessments each 

academic year which will provide an 

extended review of student knowledge. This 

could be in the form of a mock exam or a 

more targeted in lesson timed written 

assessment. Each of these three 

assessments will not only assess current 

content but also content that has previously 

been taught. There will be detailed feedback 

given in lessons, designed to provide 

informative and useful guidance along with 

activities and green pen to encourage 

progress. Therefore, feedback is to be held 

over a minimum of three lessons to enable 

students to embed the advice given and to 

feed forward into the next formal 

assessment. Feedback will be both verbal 

and written for formal assessments 

Each lesson will have informal assessment 

with activities to assess current content but 

also previous content. This could be in the 

form of Q&A, short answer written 

responses to exam questions, quizzes. 

Assessment maybe in the form of peer/self 

review of prep. For formal assessments 

students will be given access arrangements 

where required. 

 

Prep will be set regularly by teachers but 

does not need to  be a formal assessment 

e.g. it may be researching a future  topic, 

preparing for a formal assessment, 

practising writing an exam question, 

producing a presentation with peers. 

Informal assessments and prep may have 

written feedback but could be verbal. There 

may be green pen, self/peer review. In 

essay based subjects, marking all work set 

is detrimental to staff wellbeing and work-life 

balance. Equally, continual assessment for 

students is detrimental for their wellbeing. 
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Studying + Learning + Participation = 

Success in Society 

AKA 

Sociology + Law + Politics = Social 

Sciences 

Studying – to develop knowledge and 

understanding of society from a social, 

political and/or legal stance, and to 

encourage enjoyment and success in social 

sciences. 

Learning – to learn the required knowledge 

and skills to prepare students for A-

Levels/degree level study/employment, 

whilst also learning how to actively 

participate and become a successful 

member of society. 

Participation – to participate in lessons 

and/or wider college/community to develop 

a connectivity between studying and 

practical experience whether led by the 

school or the individual student. 

Sociology specific intent 

Studying sociology gives students 

knowledge and understanding of key social 

structures, processes and issues in the 

societies in which we live 

Learning about society to develop critical 

analysis independent thinking and research 

skills. Students will learn how to investigate 

facts and make deductions, develop 

opinions and new ideas on social issues, 

analyse and better understand the social 

world. 

Participation inside and outside of the 

classroom develops the connectivity 

between real-life and study which students 

can draw upon for higher education and 

employment, whilst also helping to create 

informed citizens 

 

 

 

 

 

social action theories 

- modernity and post-modernity  

- Is sociology a science? 

- the relationship between theory and 

methods 

- debates about subjectivity, 

objectivity and value freedom 

- social policy 

- the role and functions of the 

education system 

-  differential educational 

achievement  

- relationships and processes within 

schools 

- educational policies 

 

Topics in Sociology (Paper 2) 

Option 1 – Families and Households 

- the relationship of the family to the 

social structure and social change 

- changing patterns of marriage, 

cohabitation, separation, divorce 

- childbearing and the life course 

- gender roles, domestic labour and 

power relationships within the family 

in contemporary society 

- the nature of childhood, and 

changes in the status of children in 

the family and society 

- demographic trends in the United 

Kingdom since 1900: birth rates, 

death rates, family size, life 

expectancy, ageing population, and 

migration and globalisation 

Skills: Identifying, explanation, assessing, 

discussing, analysing, critical analysis 

evaluating, reaching justifiable conclusions, 

presentation skills, communication skills 

using the subject specific language verbally 

and in writing, formulating an argument, 

Formulating an academic argument based 

on theory. Study skills. Understanding of the 

society in which they live. 

 

Consequently, limiting formal assessments 

ensures that the assessments are 

meaningful and builds student knowledge 

and skills to feed into the College progress 

reviews, whilst also supporting student and 

staff wellbeing. 

Prep serves a number of functions: 

• To provide opportunities to review 

content 

• To practice skills 

• To research new content 

• To work collaboratively on 

presentations 

• To prepare for assessments 

• To support learning from lessons 

The departmental approach to assessment 

was developed using 'What Makes Good 

Progress? The Future of Assessment for 

Learning' by Daisy Christodoulou, and 

Rosenshine’s ‘Principles of Instruction’ 

NB It is at the teachers discretion to set more 

formal assessments if they wish to assess a 

particular piece of knowledge and/or skill. 

 

The core themes  develops knowledge and 

skills gained in the GCSE is studied but also 

provides the basic knowledge for successful 

study of sociology 

There are 3 teachers currently teaching 

Year 1 sociology across two groups. One 

group has an even split between teachers 

with one teacher having 5 hours, the other 

having 6 hours. Paper 1 is therefore split as 

follows: 

Teacher 1 – Research methods, education 

Teacher 2 – Theory and families and 

households. 

This choice was made due to teacher 

expertise and experience.  

This enables the teachers to link to GCSE 

content where applicable and to extend 

learning of those who have the GCSE, whilst 

also providing those new to sociology with 

the depth they require. 

For the second group, one teacher has 3 

hours over two weeks and the other has 8 

hours. Therefore, Teacher 1 is teaching the 

topic of families and households across the 

year and Teacher 2 is teaching the 

remainder of the content starting with 

research methods and theory, and then 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

education. This choice was made due to 

teacher expertise and experience but also to 

ensure consistency across such a uneven 

division of lessons. 

Paper 2 allows students a choice of two 

topics to study. One is taught in Year 12, the 

other in Year 13. The current Year 12 topic 

is Families and Households. This was chose 

due to teacher experience and expertise, 

and the links that can be drawn with the 

GCSE. Also, this is a topic that has a wealth 

of resources available unlike some of the 

other options. However, we are currently 

investigating whether this option is the best 

to continue with. 

Where there is an equal distribution of 

lessons Research Methods and Theory take 

one term, Education is then begun after 

Christmas and will be completed in two 

terms, factoring in revision and assessment 

lessons. Families and Households begins 

after Christmas and will take two terms 

factoring in revision and assessment 

lessons. 

Where there is an unequal distribution of 

lessons. The teacher with 3 lessons will take 

the academic year to teach Families and 

Households. The teacher with 8 lessons, will 

teacher Research Methods and Theory until 

Christmas and Education thereafter, 

factoring in revision and assessment 

lessons.  
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

The purpose of Year 13 is to build on the 

intent for Year 12 (as it is a two year course), 

developing knowledge and skills of two 

further areas of sociology: Crime and 

Deviance (with Theory and Methods) and 

Beliefs in Society. Crime and Deviance is in 

Paper 3 whereas Beliefs is the second 

option on Paper 2. This was chosen due to 

teacher experience and expertise and 

resources available. It also develops student 

knowledge and skills relating to a topic that 

they have not studied at GCSE (where 

applicable). This topic inevitably ties in with 

other A-Levels across the College 

particularly philosophy, and can therefore 

provide alternative perspectives for students 

who also study Philosophy.  

Students who stop studying the subject at 

the end of the year should have knowledge 

of UK society and how that compares with 

other nations around the globe. They will 

particularly have knowledge of: 

Research methods 

Sociological Theories 

Families and Households 

Social Policy  

Education 

Beliefs 

Crime and Deviance 

This will enable them to understand UK 

society and help them become active 

citizens whilst also 

 

Providing them with an a-level that opens 

opportunities and a range of humanities and 

social science study/work options. 

Students who stop studying the subject 

should have the following skills: Identifying, 

explanation, assessing, discussing, 

analysing, critical analysis evaluating, 

reaching justifiable conclusions, 

presentation skills, communication skills 

using the subject specific language verbally 

and in writing, formulating an argument, 

Formulating an academic argument based 

on theory. Study skills. Understanding of the 

society in which they live. 

 

Content 

Topics in Sociology (Paper 2) 

Option 2 – Beliefs in Society 

- ideology, science and religion 

- the relationship between social 

change and social stability, and 

religious beliefs, practices and 

organisations 

- religious organisations, including 

cults, sects, denominations, 

churches and New Age movements 

- the relationship between different 

social groups and religious/spiritual 

organisations and movements, 

beliefs and practices  

- the significance of religion and 

religiosity in the contemporary world 

Crime and Deviance with Theory and 

Methods (Paper 3) 

- crime, deviance, social order and 

social control 

- the social distribution of crime and 

deviance  

- globalisation and crime in 

contemporary society 

- crime control, surveillance, 

prevention and punishment, victims, 

and the role of the criminal justice 

system and other agencies. 

- (Theory and Methods is the same as 

Paper 1 but runs as a theme 

throughout Crime and Deviance 

content) 

Skills: Identifying, explanation, 

assessing, discussing, analysing, critical 

analysis evaluating, reaching justifiable 

conclusions, presentation skills, 

communication skills using the subject 

specific language verbally and in writing, 

formulating an argument, Formulating an 

academic argument based on theory. 

Study skills. Understanding of the society 

in which they live. 

 

   

 

Assessments and prep will be structured in 

the same way as Year 12 with cumulative 

assessment in each lesson as well as in the 

formal assessments  However, we move to 

developing more depth to their knowledge 

and skills by focussing. 

 

We endeavour to have all content completed 

by Easter to allow for revision activities after 

the Easter holidays. During this period there 

will be more regular timed questions and 

exam practice with verbal or written 

feedback, Students should also complete 

exam practice independently, using past 

papers 

 

There are two teachers of Year 13 with an 

even distribution of lessons. One teacher 

teaches Beliefs in Society, the other Crime 

and Deviance. This is due to teacher 

experience and expertise. For the option 

paper we are currently reviewing our 

choices. 

 

Each paper will take two terms to complete, 

allowing time for revision of Year 12 and 

Year 13 content. 

 

NB It is at the teachers discretion to set more 

formal assessments if they wish to assess a 

particular piece of knowledge and/or skill. 

All methods of course delivery incorporate 

the specific needs of the individual SEND 

students, referring to guidance from the 

SEND department where appropriate. The 

starting point for resource design is the 

requirements of  SEND students and 

therefore, the content can be delivered to all 

in the same way. 

 

Impact of Covid:  The impact of the 

pandemic has not changed the curriculum 

intent, the content or the delivery as all 

elements of the course need to be delivered 

regardless of whether learning is completed 

at home or in College. The transition from 

between home and on-site learning was 

facilitated through Teams. This has proved 

a useful tool in enabling all students to 

access study materials, and communication 

with teachers. This is continuing to be used 
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so students know where to find materials to 

use when absent through illness but also so 

that they can review, consolidate and revise 

content they are feeling less confident 

about.  
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Our statement of intent is to develop... 

• Confident communicators who can… 

• ..manipulate grammar independently 

and.. 

• ..appreciate and enjoy other cultures. 

The Wymondham College MFL curriculum 

reflects the core standards of the A 

Level DFE Guidance;  

Communication  

• develop control of the language to 

convey meaning, using spoken and 

written skills 

• develop their ability to interact 

effectively with users of the 

language in speech and in writing 

• Sustain communication, build fluency 

and confidence  

• mediate between cultures and between 

speakers of the language and 

speakers of English  

Grammar  

• enhance their linguistic skills 

• develop language learning skills and 

strategies,  

Culture  

• develop capacity for critical thinking and 

understanding of the culture and 

society of the country or countries 

where the language is spoken  

• understanding language within cultural 

and social context  

• engage critically with stimulating texts, 

films and other materials in the 

original language,  

• develop an appreciation of 

sophisticated and creative uses of 

the language  

• develop knowledge about matters 

central to the society and culture, 

past and present 

A LEVEL SPANISH SPECIFICATION:  

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanis

h/specifications/AQA-7692-SP-2016.PDF  

 

Topics over the two years are as follows:  

          1. Social Issues and Trends- 

Aspects of Hispanic society:  

 - Modern and traditional values  

-Cyberspace  

- Equal rights  

- Immigration  

- Racism  

- Integration  

        2. Political and artistic culture. 

- Modern day idols  

- Spanish regional identity  

- Cultural heritage 

- Today's youth, tomorrow's citizens  

- Monarchies and dictatorships  

   3. Film and Literature study  

- Volver 

- 'La Casa de Bernarda Alba' Frederico 

Garcia Lorca 

      4. Individual Research Project (IRP) 

Resources used contain authentic texts 

and native speakers speaking at normal 

speed. Knowledge of the language is 

deepened through the regular study of 

specific grammar points that complement 

the area of study.  

Teaching is based on a textbook designed 

to build upon and extend skills learnt at 

GCSE. An online resource are available to 

students.  

 The speaking element (IRP) of the A level 

paper is wholly student led, according to 

the AQA spec, thereby promoting the 

necessary skills required for HE/FE.  

 

Lessons include the target language with 

frequent recourse to the cultural and political 

sphere of that country. The textbook uses 

authentic texts and listening exercises using 

native speakers speaking at normal 

speed.    

 

A-level teachers prepare and deliver 

engaging and stimulating lessons in the 

target language. Resources used contain 

authentic texts and native speakers 

speaking at normal speed. Knowledge of the 

language is deepened through the regular 

study of specific grammar points that 

complement the area of study.    

Teaching is based on a textbook designed 

to build upon and extend skills learnt at 

GCSE.  Use of target language reinforces 

structures learnt at GCSE, thereby 

increasing confidence with the spoken and 

written language  The department produces 

and shares a variety of creative and 

engaging resources that are specifically 

designed to enhance vocabulary retention, 

linguistic manipulation and fluency, tailored 

to meet the demands of the A Level exam.  

Teachers use a wide range of strategies to 

suit all learning styles and needs.    

 

The curriculum sequences knowledge and 

skills, builds on prior learning and enables 

students to widen their understanding, 

knowledge and use of a variety of language 

competencies and complex grammatical 

structures to near native level.    

 Teachers regularly monitor the progress of 

students through a variety of formative 

assessments and provide feedback 

accordingly.  

 

Teachers set tasks for prep when 

appropriate, in line with the 3 intent 

statements.     

There is extensive SEND CPD provided – 

Please see DIP 

 

Quality Assurance: Learning Walks, 

Book Looks, Student Voice and Work 

Scrutiny conducted by HOD.     

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-7692-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533094000&usg=AFQjCNHdyJU9GaVCrjY8exXPt7t83q7pOQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-7692-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533094000&usg=AFQjCNHdyJU9GaVCrjY8exXPt7t83q7pOQ


91 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 13 Spanish Current Curriculum Allocation: 10 Hours per fortnight 
 

 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

Our statement of intent is to develop... 

• Confident communicators who can… 

• ..manipulate grammar independently 

and.. 

• ..appreciate and enjoy other cultures. 

The Wymondham College MFL curriculum 

reflects the core standards of the A 

Level  DFE Guidance;  

Communication  

• develop control of the language to 

convey meaning, using spoken and 

written skills 

• develop their ability to interact 

effectively with users of the 

language in speech and in writing 

• Sustain communication, build fluency 

and confidence  

• mediate between cultures and between 

speakers of the language and 

speakers of English  

Grammar  

• enhance their linguistic skills 

• develop language learning skills and 

strategies,  

Culture  

• develop capacity for critical thinking and 

understanding of the culture and 

society of the country or countries 

where the language is spoken  

• understanding language within cultural 

and social context  

• engage critically with stimulating texts, 

films and other materials in the 

original language,  

• develop an appreciation of 

sophisticated and creative uses of 

the language  

• develop knowledge about matters 

central to the society and culture, 

past and present 

A LEVEL SPANISH 

SPECIFICATION: https://filestore.aqa.org.u

k/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-

7692-SP-2016.PDF  

Topics over the two years are as follows:  

          1. Social Issues and Trends- 

Aspects of Hispanic society:  

 - Modern and traditional values  

-Cyberspace  

- Equal rights  

- Immigration  

- Racism  

- Integration  

        2. Political and artistic culture. 

- Modern day idols  

- Spanish regional identity  

- Cultural heritage 

- Today's youth, tomorrow's citizens  

- Monarchies and dictatorships  

   3. Film and Literature study  

- Volver 

- 'La Casa de Bernarda Alba' Frederico 

Garcia Lorca 

      4. Individual Research Project (IRP) 

Resources used contain authentic texts 

and native speakers speaking at normal 

speed. Knowledge of the language is 

deepened through the regular study of 

specific grammar points that complement 

the area of study.  

Teaching is based on a textbook designed 

to build upon and extend skills learnt at 

GCSE. An online resource are available to 

students.  

 The speaking element (IRP) of the A level 

paper is wholly student led, according to 

the AQA spec, thereby promoting the 

necessary skills required for HE/FE.  

 

Lessons include the target language with 

frequent recourse to the cultural and political 

sphere of that country. The textbook uses 

authentic texts and listening exercises using 

native speakers speaking at normal 

speed.    

 

A-level teachers prepare and deliver 

engaging and stimulating lessons in the 

target language. Resources used contain 

authentic texts and native speakers 

speaking at normal speed. Knowledge of the 

language is deepened through the regular 

study of specific grammar points that 

complement the area of study.    

 

Teaching is based on a textbook designed 

to build upon and extend skills learnt at 

GCSE.  Use of target language reinforces 

structures learnt at GCSE, thereby 

increasing confidence with the spoken and 

written language  The department produces 

and shares a variety of creative and 

engaging resources that are specifically 

designed to enhance vocabulary retention, 

linguistic manipulation and fluency, tailored 

to meet the demands of the A Level exam.  

 

Teachers use a wide range of strategies to 

suit all learning styles and needs.    

The curriculum sequences knowledge and 

skills, builds on prior learning and enables 

students to widen their understanding, 

knowledge and use of a variety of language 

competencies and complex grammatical 

structures to near native level.    

 

 Teachers regularly monitor the progress of 

students through a variety of formative 

assessments and provide feedback 

accordingly.  

Teachers set tasks for prep when 

appropriate, in line with the 3 intent 

statements.     

 

There is extensive SEND CPD provided – 

Please see DIP 

Quality Assurance: Learning Walks, 

Book Looks, Student Voice and Work 

Scrutiny conducted by HOD.     

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-7692-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533094000&usg=AFQjCNHdyJU9GaVCrjY8exXPt7t83q7pOQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-7692-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533094000&usg=AFQjCNHdyJU9GaVCrjY8exXPt7t83q7pOQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-7692-SP-2016.PDF%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1572539533056000&sa=D&ust=1572539533094000&usg=AFQjCNHdyJU9GaVCrjY8exXPt7t83q7pOQ
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To enable students to start to develop their 

own creative voice. To build on students’ 

skills gained through GCSE and transition to 

A-Level. Students work with the teacher who 

mentors them to develop individual and 

expressive projects. Students are 

developing and refining their work and more 

time is spent on conceptual ideas and the 

importance of concepts and communication 

in Art. 

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School?  

The students all follow the same theme and 

from there develop an individual focus, 

similarly to y11 work. Emphasis is on 

independence, commitment and work ethic. 

Students expand and develop their skills 

and knowledge of artists, materials and 

techniques. 

The course is linear with GCSE so all 

previous knowledge of sketchbook work is 

directly relevant. 

 

How do the knowledge/skills developed 

in this year feed forward into Year 13? 

Emphasis on Art and design history, theory, 

and larger debates within Textiles is 

deepened as the year continues. Gaps in 

knowledge from students coming from 

different schools or subject backgrounds are 

filled in preparation for y13. Techniques are 

recapped or introduced to allow for complete 

independence with media in year 13. 

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices? (e.g. research, CPD, subject 

networks etc.)  

Consideration of post-A-level options and 

what skills are necessary for a successful 

future (with a particular emphasis on Art and 

Design based careers or Higher Education 

options), consideration of the A-level 

course criteria and what skills are necessary 

to achieve well in those qualifications, 

Subject network discussions, experience of 

developing and teaching art at a variety 

of schools, evaluating and collaborating with 

What are the topics? 

Textile techniques 

What is Textiles 

The formal elements 

Sketchbook process  

Independent work skills 

Exam project procedure 

Textiles, Art and design history and theory 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Textile sample making skills covering a 

wide range of techniques including 

sewn/dyed/melted etc. 

Consideration of the different forms 

Textiles can take – particular emphasis on 

Art, Fashion, Interiors. 

Theory behind formal elements – what 

each formal element can aide in 

communicating. Particular emphasis on 

pattern, shape and mark-making. 

Sketchbook structure and how to use one 

effectively. This also covers how to 

critically analyse the work of others and 

oneself and then respond to it. How to 

refine and improve craft skill and visual 

communication. How to develop ideas 

through careful consideration of work 

completed and collected so far.  

Communication skills, written and 

physical. 

Independent research, planning and 

evaluation skills. 

The purpose of the assessment objectives 

and how and why to meet them.  

Overview of Textiles history and theory 

including its relationship to Art, Fashion 

and Interiors (slightly dependent on 

student preferences). 

In terms of specific subject matter, each 

student has the opportunity to individualise 

their project and so their knowledge/skills 

focus. This allows for each student to have 

teaching that is appropriate to their skill 

level and allows a high level of 

personalisation and choice. This leads to 

exciting and individual artwork that 

showcases a range of topics and skills. 

All students follow the same basic course 

structure but their work will be based on 

different artists and go in completely 

different directions. 

All students work to the assessment 

  How is the delivery organised, i.e. half 

termly topics? When are opportunities 

for revision built in? 

Autumn term: Initial project covering – 

Textile techniques, What is Textiles, The 

formal elements/composition, Sketchbook 

process, Independent work skills (these 

partly continue through the year) 

Spring term: Initial project completed with a 

final response 

Second project or mock exam project begun 

covering - Exam project procedure and 

working through previous processes more 

independently. 

Summer term: Complete mock exam project 

with a final response that will go on display 

at the Forum exhibition held annually. Begin 

Isms project - the main coursework project 

that continues into y13, with emphasis on 

Art and Design History and theory, 

introduction to the personal study. 

Supported study is available at various 

times. Students can use all Art rooms during 

independent study periods, breaks and after 

school if H&S guidelines are stuck to. One 

to one meetings outside of lessons are 

offered to students when necessary. 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Topic sequence has been worked out 

logically: how to use Textile techniques, 

then how to improve and refine samples, 

then how to 

develop/respond/analyse/improve, then 

working through the processes more 

independently. The mock exam project is 

next as we have found that students tend to 

need to develop more before tackling the 

more conceptual Isms project. The 

theoretical nature of it requires a stronger 

foundation of knowledge and a certain 

maturity of thought, so works best as the 

final coursework project. 

What does assessment look like? 

The department have developed an 

assessment sheet that follows the four 

assessment objectives, these are 

used across all disciplines. The feedback is 

detailed appropriately to each year group. 

We teach students about the assessment 

objectives using exemplars from 



93 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Maps September 2021 

Year 12 Textiles Current Curriculum Allocation: 11 hours per fortnight  
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

the department to review work and 

curriculum as part of our 

departmental meetings. 

Which exam specifications are followed? 

Why? 

Edexcel for their complexity and depth of 

links to history of art. Leading directly from 

the GCSE syllabus allows development of 

knowledge, skills and understanding and 

helps with continuity. Strong ties within the 

department to Edexcel has given useful 

insight to their procedures and ethos – Rory 

McShane has worked for them for several 

years. 

 

objectives as laid out by Edexcel. 

What textbooks/supporting materials 

are used? 

Demonstrations 

Edexcel exemplars 

Previous sketchbook examples of different 

grades 

Edexcel Mark sheets 

As a department we try to collaborate to 

develop resources and materials for the 

projects. This includes exemplars and 

practical examples from previous years, 

PowerPoints, handouts, visual resources, 

differentiated materials. We have a library 

of Art books and visual resources and use 

internet resources where appropriate 

(Pinterest boards, videos etc.). 

Trips to Galleries in London 

COVID ADAPTATIONS: 

In order to keep the curriculum as 

thorough as 

possible the following adaptations were 

made for the curriculum: 

• Materials: using salt dough instead of 

clay. 

Being flexible and allowing students 

to use coloured pens rather than 

paint for example. 

• Powerpoints to support learning for 

each topic 

with instructions for techniques. 

• Using the visuliasers to record 

demonstrations and do 

live demos. This was critical for 

students who are in a different 

time zone. 

• Prep put on hold 

• Students to upload photos of their work 

on Teams 

• When out of lockdown curriculum ran 

as normal as 

we bubbled sets of materials 

for students. 

• Teams meetings to do live book 

reviews. 

• Year 12 SOW refined and developed to 

include techniques that 

students missed in Year 11. 

 

the department. Self assessment is a vital 

part of the work students do, particularly 

through regular evaluations. As 

a department we also try to build peer 

assessment into the course. 

Edexcel AS mark sheets are also used to 

give extra clarification on the assessment 

objectives. 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

The nature of the assessment objectives is 

to assess how a project is working 

cumulatively – each part works with the rest. 

How is feedback given? 

Verbal feedback is a constant part of the 

Textiles course. Written feedback is given 

through assessment sheets or notes.  

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Individual and group deadlines are given 

regularly but prep time is increasingly 

expected to be used and planned 

independently. As Textile processes can be 

particularly time heavy, prep can often be a 

useful means of completing outstanding 

work. It also means that students can use 

their time in school to use the facilities 

available and use their prep time to write up 

their work. 
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Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

What is the overarching purpose/vision 

for the curriculum in this year?  

To ensure students are able to express their 

own creative voice. To build on students’ 

skills gained through previous years to 

prepare them for post-A-level options. 

Students work with the teacher who mentors 

them to develop individual and expressive 

projects. The curriculum this year is to 

facilitate individual creativity and for 

students to fully develop their artistic voice 

as a life-long lover of the Arts. 

 

How do topics/units build upon 

knowledge/skills developed in the Main 

School and Year 12?  

Y12 emphasis on Art and design history, 

theory, context, and larger debates within 

Textiles has deepened enough to prepare 

them for the personal study element of the 

course. Gaps in knowledge from students 

coming from different schools or subject 

backgrounds should now have been filled so 

that all students have a good understand of 

the techniques and subject matters 

available for them to cover. All sketchbook 

skills should be enough that students are 

able to feel confident applying these skills 

increasingly independently through y13.  

 

What influenced your curriculum 

choices?  

Consideration of post-A-level options and 

what skills are necessary for a successful 

future (with particular emphasis on Art and 

Design based careers or Higher 

Education options), consideration of the A-

level course criteria and what skills are 

necessary to achieve well in 

those qualifications, Subject network 

discussions, experience of developing and 

teaching art at a variety of 

schools, evaluating and collaborating with 

the department to review work and 

curriculum as part of our departmental 

meetings. 

 

What should students who stop studying 

the subject at the end of this academic 

year know/be able to do? 

Deepened skills that would have been 

What are the topics? 

‘Isms’ – Art and Textiles History and 

theory. This includes the personal study 

essay. 

Externally set exam project 

What knowledge/skills are taught? 

Critical analysis and essay skills 

A deepened ability to analyse ones own 

work and to be able to critically place it in 

its theoretical and historical context. 

Independent application of previously 

acquired skills 

Continued introduction of new artists, 

designers and techniques as appropriate 

to each student’s individual project. 

In terms of specific subject matter, each 

student has the opportunity to individualise 

their project and so their knowledge/skills 

focus. This allows for each student to have 

teaching that is appropriate to their skill 

level and allows a high level of 

personalisation and choice. This leads to 

exciting and individual artwork that 

showcases a range of topics and skills. 

All students follow the same basic course 

structure but their work will be based on 

different artists and go in completely 

different directions. 

All students work to the assessment 

objectives as laid out by Edexcel. 

What textbooks/supporting materials 

are used? 

Demonstrations 

Edexcel exemplars 

Previous sketchbook examples of different 

grades 

Edexcel Mark sheets 

As a department we try to collaborate to 

develop resources and materials for the 

projects. This includes exemplars and 

practical examples from previous years, 

PowerPoints, handouts, visual resources, 

differentiated materials. We have a library 

of Art books and visual resources and use 

internet resources where appropriate 

(Pinterest boards, videos etc.). 

Trips to Galleries in London 

COVID ADAPTATIONS: 

In order to keep the curriculum as 

thorough as 

possible the following adaptations were 

   How is this year of study organised in 

the run up to exams? 

The Isms project runs up to the January 

mock exams, culminating in the 3-day 

practical mock exam. The personal study 

runs alongside and interweaves with this 

project (it is written about the project to a 

certain extent). 

The externally set exam project is issued at 

the beginning of February. We try to tie in a 

Gallery trip to London at around the same 

time to maximise research opportunities for 

students. 

Supported study is available at various 

times. Students can use all Art rooms during 

independent study periods, breaks and after 

school if H&S guidelines are stuck to. One 

to one meetings outside of lessons are 

offered to students when necessary. 

Why are topics sequenced in a particular 

way?  

Topic sequence structure runs on from year 

12.  

The exam board releases the externally set 

exam project in February, giving students a 

minimum number of weeks they need to be 

able to prepare before the final exam. There 

is no maximum number of weeks/hours – 

the beginning is dictated by the theme 

release date. 

What does assessment look like? 

The department have developed an 

assessment sheet that follows the four 

assessment objectives, these are 

used across all disciplines. The feedback is 

detailed appropriately to each year group. 

We teach students about the assessment 

objectives using exemplars from 

the department. Self assessment is a vital 

part of the work students do, particularly 

through regular evaluations. As 

a department we also try to build peer 

assessment into the course. 

Edexcel A level mark sheets are also used 

to give extra clarification on the assessment 

objectives. 

How is cumulative assessment built in? 

The nature of the assessment objectives is 

to assess how a project is working 

cumulatively – each part works with the rest. 

How is feedback given? 
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Year 13 Textiles Current Curriculum Allocation: 10 hours per fortnight  
 

 

Curriculum Intent Curriculum Content Curriculum delivery 

evident at the end of y11: Creative problem-

solving; critical analysis; independent 

research; independent planning and 

evaluation; visual communication skills; 

confidence in using a range of media and 

techniques. 

By this stage students have all the skills to 

work independently and experimentally. We 

aim for students to have developed their 

individual voice when it comes to visual 

language, and for them to be open and 

critical consumers of imagery – Art and 

Design yes but broader - advertising, 

television, graphic design etc. 

The ability to review, refine, and find a way 

to move forward. 

 

made for the curriculum: 

• Materials: using salt dough instead of 

clay. 

Being flexible and allowing students 

to use coloured pens rather than 

paint for example. 

• Powerpoints to support learning for 

each topic 

with instructions for techniques. 

• Using the visuliasers to record 

demonstrations and do 

live demos. This was critical for 

students who are in a different 

time zone. 

• Prep put on hold 

• Students to upload photos of their work 

on Teams 

• When out of lockdown curriculum ran 

as normal as 

we bubbled sets of materials 

for students. 

• Teams meetings to do live book 

reviews. 

• Evidence for assessment objectives to 

come from a variety of 

projects including the Year 12 ones. 

• More individual support for students 

than is normally necessary at this 

stage. 

 

Verbal feedback is a constant part of the 

Photography course. Written feedback is 

given through assessment sheets 

or lists/notes.  

What part does prep play in the 

curriculum? 

Individual and group deadlines are given 

regularly but prep time is expected to be 

used and planned independently. As 

Photography sometimes relies on locations 

or time heavy shoot set-ups prep can often 

be a useful means of completing work 

impractical to complete in class time. When 

appropriate, students can use their time in 

school to use the facilities available and then 

use their prep time to write up their work. 
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